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IN preſenting to you the folow- 
pages, I diſdaim all intention of a 
formal Dedication. I am aſſured 
you will accept them as a token of 
friendſhip; and though by no 
means confident of their merit, I 
am entirely ſo of your partiality. 

I am anxious that they ſhould 
be read in general with approba- 
tion; but I am much more anx- 


ious, that you, whom I eſteem, 
ſhould receive ſome entertainment 
from them. 


* 


Whether 
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Whether it is juſt or reaſtmeble 
to hope for this gratification,” I 
muſt leave others to determine; 
no Reader can, however, be of- 
fended at a wiſh to Pleaſe, whe- 
ther a ſucceſsful one or not, you, 
Jam convinced will not fail to do 
more than n to * e- 
1 ng lis 
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: Your faithful and obliged friend, 
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Ass but a ſew ſhort days, and I 
ſhall be numbered with the 
© dead; my Edelfrida will be an or- 
© phan, a friendleſs unprotected or- 
« phan !” Thus exclaimed Mr. Dud- 

ley, as he fat in his elbow chair, ſup- 
ported by pillows, in the laſt ſtage of a 
painful decline ; he pauſed, and raifing 
his hands and eyes towards heaven, 
ſighed deeply; he had hitherto borne a 
tedious illneſs with patience and refigna« 
tion, and he now checked the infirmity 
of his nature, which was tempting him 
to murmur againſt the Almighty Power, 
whoſe: wiſdom had ordained the trial, 
and on whoſe mercy and Juſtice it was 
vo. 1. B his 


* 


139 


his e and his am e to 
| rely. art of 1 


. In the anguiſh-of my bat re- 
ſumed he, dared to queſtion the de- 
©-crees of Providence, and deemed 


my child unprotected, becauſe this 


<< frail being is almoſt at its cloſe ; 
5 ſhall I not remember the all-ſeeing 
eye of my Creator, and with confi- 
* dence truſt my Edelfrida to his pow- 
© erful guardianſhip ?” Weak as he 
was he now ſunk on his knees, and im- 
ploring pardon for the involuntary of- 
fence, he fervently. recommended this 
only object of his earthly care, to the 


Divine Protection. 
In this poſture Edelfrida, ho bad 


left him but for a few minutes, returned 
and found him; ſhe flew to raiſe him, 


with anxious tenderneſs fearing he had 
accidentally fallen from his ſeat in her 
Abſence, through a want of ſtrength to 


' Tupport himſelf. —* I was recommend- 


be ing my child to the care of Heaven,” 
ſaid 


13 1 
- faid heg'** for it is vain to flatter your 
© hopes, Edelfrida: I hall quickly be 

c called away; and where can we ſo 
well or | fo ſecurely reſt aur expecta - 
e tions for future peace and ſafety, as on 
the good God, whoſe mercy extends 
eto all his creatures, and to whom 1 
© owe that comfort which the world 
could not deſtroy. Under my "paſt 
e afflictions, though poor, deſerted, 
and illi treated by thoſe who mould 
4 have ſuſtained and ſoothed me, while 
< the bitterneſs of forrow wrung ny 
heart, the God whom 1 fought never 
<< left me the prey of deſpair: and in 
<* theſe moments of bodily pain and 
ce ſickneſs, while I hover on the brink 
of the grave, I bleſs his Name, and 
bow beneath his correcting hand, in 
1e the joytul expectation. of maring his 
«favour — You weep, my Edelfrida: 
alas my child, this is à uale of tears 
**:chrough hioh we muſt paſs to abet. 
ter world; let nat, then, the ſpe- 
| B 2 © CIOUs, 
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e cious pleafures, but real evils of life, 


< tempt you to forget your Creator; 
remember him white yet your ſoul is 
cc untainted by vice; praiſe him in the 
days of thy youth and proſperity, 
« And he will remember thee in the 
* hours of painful adverſity, which it 
. may be thy lot to endurmee. 

Had it been. permicted, I would 

* gladly have ſtaid with my child a few 
cc years longer, to have directed her 


e ſteps in the paths of truth and virtue; 


ec but, Edelftida, be aſſured dt ls lot 


4 u66etfiry; ines it is net allowed. 
«To fendet you happy has been my 
& chief Buſineſs in life, next to the im- 


portant duty we all owe to our Hea- 


« venly Father, to ſecure to you a por- 


tion of felicity here on earth; I was 
e convinced it was moſt requiſite to 


d fender you worthy of it firſt: my la- 


© Hour; 1 hope; has not been ineffec- 
6 chal: Nature has been very bounti- 


kn n nnn you with 
88 4 good 
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© affluence; from your uncle's, I mean: 


111 : 
a good underſtanding and good pro- 
© penſities 3, remember, however, that 
<« human wiſdom, in its higheſt ſtate of 
perfection, is altogether folly in the 
eye of an infinitely wiſe God; and 
« let; me arm my beloved child againſt 
<« relying. on the ſtrength of her own 


virtues; your; honeſt heart I truſt is 
© good, hut it; has yet met no trial; 
7 © YOUN; ſenſibility. is keen, ſuffer it not 


eta conquer the ſober height of reaſon; 
e for innumerable are the evils which 


 ** ſpring fromay improper indulgence of 


<* theſeacute feelings; theſe admonitions, 
my child, are the beſt legacy I have 

to bequeath you; the little -pittance * 

© which remains, and which I have 

* been careful to preſerve out of the 


© yreek of better fortune, is not ſuffi« _ | 


<* cient. of itſelf to preſerve you from 
many wants; it may, however, with” 
ͤäprudence, be a friend to you, ſhould 
 unkindneſs drive you from the roof of 


pn B 3 for 


6 1 


his unjuſt reſentments, and receive 
< his orphan niece in to his protection b 
«/Fhave written to him, and given my 


© hO will forward it to England with my 
remains. When he finds that his in- 
S juted brother is no more, his heart 
<« may relent, and he will, 1 kope: take 
von to his boſom, and cheriſh- you, 
« for the ſake of our former friend - 
«6p. win. ie en ac 

Eelfrida had in flent ſortow attended 


ver Here me interrupted bim, by fod- 
denly falling on her knees before him, 
and thus in broken een W 
Hir 3* nn 41 {1 

Oh! my 8 any blend, my 
et protector i if, indeed; I muſt loſe you, 


2 the proud heart of my 
' ile; that ſupport your death will de- 
2 eee me fink at 


8 LL © once 


<© for furely' he will in my grave bury 


letter to our good friend, Mr. Marr, 


this far & her father's inſtractions, 


condemn" me not, 1 conjure you, to 
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40 Once into the obſcurity 2 preſer 
we a2 thouſand , times, to a [ depend» 


<< ene on thoſe unfeeling relations, 


„ho have purſued you to poverty 


and the grave. My ſoul, revolts 
© againſt them; and I would rather 
© ſeek a precarious ſubſiſtence from 
* the; charity of ſtrangers, than ſubmit 
* to accept a benefit from their hands; 
* have-they not deſtroyed my father! 
contiriued ſhe. in an agony of grief. 
© Riſe, my Edelfrida,” cried, Mr. 
Dudley, much agitated, 5ſt and - 
« lifter: to me.“ She obeyed, - | 
Tis true,” ſaid he, Sir Edward 
* Dudley has ſuffered himſelf to be 
e burried by paſſion. and prejudice, into 
** actions which have greatly inter- 
rupted my peace of mind, as well as 
greatly injured me in my fortune; 
** but God is my witneſs that I forgive 
** him, without reſerve, ſincerely I for- 
** give him; and have I deveted myſelf 


| dan oultivation of your mind: from 


B 4 * the | 


p 


[8 ] 

the earlieſt infancy have I watched 
each dawning virtue, to warm it into 
*©being have J carefully checked each 


error while-yet it might be checked 


with gentleneſs and reaſon, at length 
to be diſappointed in my hope of 
ſeeing you, though not perfect, at 
leaſt free from thoſe: dark ſhades 
<xwhich deform our nature, paſſion and 
«revenge; do they maintain an em- 
% pire in your heart? and would you 
© eaſt yourſelf unknowing and un- 


*'known upon the world; to gratify anyx 


potent reſentment which it is criminal 


*©to have felt? Ah, my child!“ con- 


tinued be, baniſh theſe unworthy 
c feelings from your mind, and riſe ſu- 
perior to them; 1 here expect your 
*©promiſe, that if my brother and Lady 
Dudley conſent to receive you as their 
e niece, you will not reject their of- 
<fered protection; your uncle has his 
ec virtues; and if for a time they were ob- 


ne merit your duty 
De 2 „and 
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Edelfrida, that ſhe is 


* F 
tand affection next to God. To whoſe 
© care can I ſo properly commit ou 
as to Sir Edward Dudley's ? and 
© ſnhould you not find that tender ſo- 
* licitude for your happineſs, that anxi- 
sous deſire to guard you from ſorrow 
with which I bave cheriſhed you, 
you will yet find ſafety from the 
Baume dangers and difficulties 

which ſurround one of your ſex, and 
1 age, in the world, without a ptotec- 

tor. The vanity inherent in our na- 
© ture has, ere this, whiſpered. my 
lovely; with 
© a ſigh I haye obſerved a brighter luſ- 
tre in your eye, a warmer glow upon 
your cheek, hen admiration courted 
<* your attention. I ſighed, my beloved 
child, becauſe I foreſaw that your 
beauty might be the cauſe of much 
©* miſery.tg you, when the hand of your 
© father. was no longer to guide you 
** through the maze of folly and falſe- 
hood in which the vain and thought · 
Bae B 5 **Jels 


== 
_ © eſs" too frequently loſe themſelves. 


4 ghotild your uncle be deftithte of ten- 
er derneſs for you, Which T truſt he will 


& not, yet his pride wilk protnpt him to 


*« fpport you through life with exedit 
«© And ſafety; for ſhould you fall, he 
<« muſt fhare in you diſgrace. The 
© name of Dudley is dear to him; will 


te he not chen carefully preſerve it from 


1 diſhonout in your petſon? and thus 
re good may ſpring from the robt of evil. 
© Protniſe me then, Edelfrida, to ſeek 
et an aſylum only with him, for, added 
ce to the motives 1 have already urged, 
* have ſtill another: — by committing 
4 my datling child to his protection, 1 
* convince him that I die in charity 
«©yith him and Lady Dudley.” 
I do promiſe my dear father,” faid 
Edelfrida, ** firmly, whatever my re- 
+ pugnance may be, to become an in- 
4 mate in my uncle's houſe ; I will ſa- 
& crifice my own feelings, and faithful- 
« 1y obey your injunctlon.“ 
o2s 5 Mr. 
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Mr. Dudley preſſed his daughter to 
his breaſt and bleſſed her. But my 
&« father, added ſhe, allow me to 
c hope, that ſhould. Sir Edward and 

Lady Dudley diſappoint your ex- 
5 pectations, by treating me with pride, 
6 unkindneſs, and inſult, that I may 
© then be abſolved from my promiſe, 
* and be permitted to ſeek for en 
** another aſylum.“ 

Did I not tell my Edelfrida,” re- 
plied he, mildly, “ that the little for- 
tune ſhe will poſſeſs, may. ſerve her 
© in the hour of need, and enable her to 
direct her ſteps from the habitation of 
© unfeeling pride to ſome ſafe retreat? I 
© do not with you to live the ſlave of 
«© your relations; only be ſteady in vir- 
tue, and Heaven will not fail you.“. 

Vour precepts, my father, ſhall 
* ever be engraven on my. heart,” re- 
plied Edelfrida; ©* they ſhall direct all 
my actions.“ 

Mr. Dudley kifſed his beloved child, 

Be and, 


L 121 

and, exhauſted by the converſation, ſunk 
into a quiet ſlumber for ſome hours.— 
Meanwhile Edelfrida reflected on what 
he had ſaid, with a pious reſolution to 
fulfill bis wiſhes to the utmoſt of her 
power; but her heart was ſick with ap- 
prehenſion of the evil which was haſtily 
approaching her the death of an affec- 
tionateand tender parent. 
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T hour now n able a | 
to rob Edelfrida of her only 
parent. She gazed in filent anguiſh 
on the emaciated | form of her dying 
father; ſhe” hung over him in deſpair, 
trembling leſt the next moment ſhould 
leave him lifeleſs in her arms. He was 
now too weak to utter more than a 
word at a time; but his pious ſoul 
ceaſed not to bleſs his Maker, while it 
yet lingered in its frail body. At Iength 
he fixed his cloſing eyes on Edelfrida; 
with the benignant ſmile of Heaven, 
be fighed and expired. Still the was 
immovable ; the ſcarcely breathed, as 
fearful of diſturbing him, till a groan 
from an old and faithful ſervant, who 
was in the room, awakened her; ſhe 
ſaw he was no more; ſhe faintly 
ſhrieked, and ſunk ſenſeleſs on the 
* During this ſuſpenſion of life, 
Edelfrida 


x 14 ] 


Edelfrida was conveyed. to her own 
room, where means were uſed for her 
recovery. At length ſhe opened her 
eyes, and ſighed forth, Ohl my 
father; then cloſed them, and 
continued in a ſtupor for ſome hours, 
from which it was not poſſible to rouſe 
her. She retained juſt ſenſe enough to 
feel that ſhe was wretched, though ſhe 
had no diſtinct idea of "how forlorn 
conditio. 

Nice, to which * ſhe cy at- 
tended her father in ſearch of health, 
was the ſcene of this her firſt afflic- 
tion; and here ſhe had reſided long 
enough to make an intimacy, which 
now opened to her the only proſ- 
pect of comfort in her preſent diſ- 
treſs. Mr. Marr, the gentleman of 
whom Mr. Dudley had ſpoken, to- 
gether with his wife and daughters, 
inſtantly obeyed a ſummons from Edel- 
gs: s only attendant, who ſupplicated 
them 


L 1 


them to conſole and ſupport her young 
lady on this trying occaſionn:n. 
They came; and Edelfrida, ſoothed 
by their kindneſs, ſhed tears, to the 
great relief of an heart overcharged 
with a weight of ſorrow. They en- 
couraged her to weep,” and patiently 
waited till her grief ſnould ſpend its 
firſt violence, ere they offered her com- 
fort. While the females of this amiable 
family were thus humanely attentive to 
the beauteous mourner, Mr. Marr care- 
fully fulfilled the laſt injunction of the 
deceaſed Mr. Dudley, whoſe body was 
put on board a ſhip, which was to con- 
vey it to England; the letter to Sir 
Edward Dudley was alſo ſent; and 
Edelfrida removed to the hauſe of her 
friends, to wait an anſwer from her 
uncle; an anſwer which was in a great 
meaſure to determine her fate in life. 
The promiſe ſhe had given to her father 
ſhe held ſacred : yet the feeretly wiſhed 
Sir Edward might refuſe to receive her. 
Fdelfrida 
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—Edelfrida bad many virtues ; but ſhe 


was not withaut: her ſhare in the im- 
perfections of human nature: there was 
2 warmth and vivacity in her temper, 
which frequently tempted her to the 


been for the watchful eye of her father, 


of admiration, ſhared the cenſure which | 
falls heavily on youthful: folly, nor 


allows for inexperience, but at once 
deemis the heart corrupt, becauſe: the 
manners are tinctured with that thought- 
leſs levity which is often only the of- 
ſpring of great animal ſpirits, or the 
magic voice of flattery, by which the 
ear of beauty is ever aſſailedw. 

-- Edelfrida' was now but juſt 1 


| teen ; poſſeſſed of that faſcinating form 
and face which the ſenſes are unable 
to reſiſt; her voice was melodiGus and 


perſuaſive; and her whole ſoul ap- 


peared on her countenance, whenever 


che n her into joy, or 
melted 


* 


11 
melted her into fympathy of foft com · 
paſſion. She was grateful, affectionate, 
and ſincere; but romantic, proud, and 
reſentful; to her friends ſhe attributed 
every virtue, and from them the. was 
patient of reproof; but from her ene- 


mies ſhe fled with inflexible ſoorn and 


reſentment. Her ſoul, however, was 
too noble for revenge; it was only in 
abſence and contempt, that ſhe en- 
deavoured to repay inſult and injury; 
and had not her filial piety prevailed, 
ſne would have ſought an aſylum in 
the moſt abject obſeurity, rather than 


accepted protection eme =_ . * 


Lady Dudley. 


Some time elapſed ere Sir Edward. 


rephed to his brother's laſt requeſt, 


and made his niece acquainted with 
his determination reſpecting her. In 


this interval Edelfrida regained part of 


her accuſtomed cheerfulneſs. As her 


grief had been violent, ſo-it was-leſs 
GP though ſhe ceaſed not to 
11 lament, 
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lament, and fervently remember, the 


virtues of the beſt of parents. Her 
anxiety, however, to learn her deſtiny 


grew at length painful ; and, indignant 


at the negle& which appeared in her 
uncle's ſilence, nothing but her promiſe 


withheld her from refolving againſt 


any connexion with her own family.— 
Her friends repreſented to her the pru- 
dence and neceflicy of ſuſpending her 
judgement : for as by her father's will 
Sir Edward was appointed her guar- 


dian, the muſt ſubmit to his authority, 


ſhould he chuſe'to accept the truſt.— 
Edelfrida wept at the idea of being 
ſubject to her uncle's power; and 
almoſt aceuſed her father of cruelty in 
compelling her to it. — At length the 
long expected letter arrived, inclofed 
in one to Mr. Marr. Edelfrida was 
ſitting with the ladies, when he entered 


with it in his hand. She gueſſed it was 


Sir Edward's reply the moment the 


caſt her eyes upon the paper; and the 
743822 blood 


» . 2 IT, 
a of legs 1 — 1 


_ 


* Wh.” Re - 
2 


rr 
% - * 
- — oth 

F | _— 


<a - — Y go. —_— 
AA 


N r et uu ew "oo > 
OI 4 * y = 3 
— 6 Lat . C«- 8 * — 


4 2 3 
blood inſtantly forſook her cheeks. 
ge not alarmed, my dear Miſs Duds 
t ley,” ſaid Mr. Marr; your uncle's, 


intentions, are all Kkindneſs towards, 


© you; read his letter with, candour, 
and let your underſtanding, rather 
„than your feelings, judge its con- 
© tents. Edelfrida bluſhed, and. 
bowing in ſilence took the letter. 


# + 4 


To Miss EpDzTTRIDA Doplz Tr. 


THOUGH long eſtranged from 
your father by an unhappy difference, 
I could not receive the account of 
his death without feeling that he had 
been my brother. He earneſtly re- 
commends you to my guardianſhip; 
nor will I reject his dying requeſt. 
Haſten, then, to England; and be al- 
ſured of finding in my family a ſafe 
and honorable aſylum. We ſhall alt 
willingly contribute to your welfare 
ga 4 | and 


in order to become the friend of the 


_ - till you arrive in this eountry, where 


1 — eee to my own 
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and happineſs, ſo long as you continue 
to merit mine and Lady Dudley's pro- 
tection. Lady Dudley kindly and gene- 
roufly conſents to forget paſt events, 


orphan and the unprotected. I pre- 
ſume you have with you a ſervant 
whoſe attendance vou can command 


it will be no longer neceſſary for you 

reſpect due to my niece. - I find from 
Four facher's will, that your proviſion 
Is inconſiderable: had prudence guided 
my poor brother's life, your fortune 
had been better ſuited to your birth; 

nevertheleſs, you may depend on being 
ſecured againſt the inconveniences ariſ- 
ing from a very limited income, ſo 
long as you chuſe to conſider yourſelf. 

one of my family.— As 1 expect ſoon 


o ” 2 - 1 1 - _ 
* . 
n . * 


ca? 


good withes thoſe of Lady Dudley cd | 
my daughter, and. fubferibe myſelf 
N bus Vour fnsere fend 
n DUDLEY. 
van Par. | <d 03 0 


| Edelfrida, Ai as oh cloſed) "ou 
P then, preſenting it to Mr. Marr, 
ſaid, Read, Sir, the effufions of kind- 
5 neſs intended to ſooth a wounded 
«© mind; read, and confeſs, that pru 
“ dence and neceſſity muſt alone de. 
ide on the contents of that affections 
ate epiſtleꝰ A mixture of contempt 
und indignation ſat on her features 
as ſhe ſpoke. Mr. Marr caſt a look 
of compaſſionate tenderneſs on her, 
and took Sir Edward's letter, which 
when he had read, he returned it, 
ſaying, My dear Miſs Dudley, let 
„4 me conjure you to call your reaſon 
to your aid on this occaſion Your 
* uncle means to behave kindly to 
BG: You, be afſured ; ; nor ſhould you 

* * © ſpurn 


. 
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«c fpiitn this offered protection, or feel 
* offended with a ſtyle which may not 
* anſwer your ideas of affectionate 
or ſenſibility. If in effentials, Sir Ed- 
„ward proves himſelf your friend, 
«© why quarrel with him, and render 
* yourſdf miſerable, becauſe he does 
not expreſs himſelf in the exact 
* terms you would have choſen'? In 
** thort, as you mean faithfully to fol- 
low your father's inſtructions, you 
* would do wiſely to conquer theſe 
« too keen emotions of ſenſibility, 
* which ſerve only to deftroy your 
c health and peace of mind.” 
Edelfrida wept, but acknowledged 
the juſtice of Mr. Marr's obſervations, 
and promifed, if poſſible, to let them 
influence her mind and condu@. © Let 
*.them alfo influence your reply to 
&-your uncle, ſaid Mr. Marr, © that 
«he may not receive an unfavourable. 
< impreſſion or 8 7 ere 8 8 enter 
bis houſe.“ 


* 


ce is hard,“ returned Edelfrida, 
4 to conceal our contempt beneath the 
guiſe of gratitude and humility; and 
in that dreſs only I ſuppoſe I muft 
„ convey. my ſentiments to Sir Ed- 
« ward;, be aſſured, however, my good 
friends, continued ſhe, your advier 
„ ſhall not be thrown away upon me; 
« you ſhall read my anſwer, and judge 
ol its propriety.” She then began the 
unpleaſing taſk. 


To Six EpwWwAR ND DUDLEY. 


PERMIT me, Sir, to return you and 
Lady Dudley my acknowledgements for 
the protection and kindneſs you have 
aſſured me of in your family, when it 
ſhall be my ſtudy to convince you that 
I am fully ſenfible of their value. I 
doubt not but that I ſhall find your 
houſe an aſylum againſt every diſtreſs; 
what then can 1 have to regret in the 
ſmallneſs of the provifion allotted me? 

On 


iſ 24 ] 
on the Sontrary, gratitude and filial piety 
| 1d me rejoice that my dear father never 


©* -Þ 


| wanted thole, comforts, which money 


could procure, and. which his ill fate of 


"health demanded; on this ſubject my 
only grief i is, that he felt too much on 
my account. .The ſervant who. has lived 
from my k birth in our family, will ac- 
Company me fo England, and i in obedi- 
ence to Jour commands will quit me 
at your door. 1 expect to be in Lon- 
don by the twenty: third of next month, 
if no accident retards my journey, where 
Ihalf have the "pleafure of paying my 
: peifonal” duty to yourſelf and. Lady 
Dudley, | , to whom I beg leave. to pre- 
ſent my teſpects, and alſo. ta Miss 
Dudley. 


£444 


2 N 1 72 * 1 


| 1 remain, Sir, WAX | 
7 $ i 


bs. Your dutiful and - < 


1 
2 237380 
- 


NI. Marr, on 8 Shak aha: 1 — 
| found; it more ref] ſpectful than he had 
7 daared 
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dared to hope, it was ther 
and | has to England, in order to 
prepare Sir Edward for the reception of 
his niece. 'In the mean time Edelfrida's 
friends endeavoured to find out a pro- 
per conveyance for her back to her na- 
tive country, but as no perſon of whom 
they had any knowledge was leaving 
Nice at that time, ſhe was obliged to 
reſolve upon travelling with her faith- 
ful domeſtic only. Mr. Marr infiſted 
on ſeeing her ſafe into France. This 
plan ſettled, ſhe with a heavy heart be- 
gan the preparations for her departure; 
ſhe could not quit the friends who aad 
received her in her affliction, and tteat- 
ed her with more than common tender- 
neſs, without feeling the keeneſt ſenſa- 
tions of regret; nor could the think of 
the approaching meeting with relations 
ſhe could not love, without the moſt ſen- 
ſible pain. Her heart, formed for the in- 
tercourſe of affection and friendſhip, 
ſhrunk from all connexion with the 
VOL 1. C unfeeling 


T 26 ] 
unfeeling pride of Sir Edward and Lady 
Dudley; of their daughter ſhe knew 
nothing; but conceived a. prejudice 
againſt her, becauſe ſhe was their daugh- 
8 1 f 
The trouble of mas; ber baggage 
ready for the journey devolved on her 
ſervant, and ſhe employed the few re- 
maining hours of peace and harmony 
with her amiable friends, in the enjoy- 
ment of their converſation, and in yield- 
ing to them the grateful fenfibility of a 
heart ſuftained by their kindneſs. At 
length the morning of departure came; 
the wept, embraced, and thanked them; 
then threw herſelf into the carriage; 
Mr. Marr and her maid followed, and 
they ſoon loft light ende en er 
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M. Marr did a in a his power ts 

cheer the drooping ſpirits. of his 
companion, but in vain; and they arrive 
ed at the place where he vss to take his 
leave of her, without having induced 
her to throw off any part of the melan· 
choly which oppreſſed her mind. On 
parting wich this x ind friend, Edelfrida 
felt as if ſhe had bade an eternal adieu 
to all comfort, and reſigned berſelf ta 
deſpair... Mr. Marr ſaw her into the 
carriage which was to take her forward; 
then melted even to tears by her diſ- 
treſs, he haſtily kiſſed her hand, bade 
her farewell, and the chaiſe drove ou. 
Edelfrida ſuffered her tears to flow 
without reſtraint, and her fellow travel- 
ler, who was tenderly and faithfully at- 
tached to her, bare her company in 


3 of ſorrow my good 
I. C2 & friend,” 


neither ſaw nor heard, ſo entirely was 


28 3 


« friend; ſaid Edelfrida, taking her 
. hand, tis no ſmall part of my grief that 
ct I muſt be ſeparated o ſoon from you: 
ce. thus every thing I love and eſtee m is 
er gruelly torn from me. The good 
woman could only weep, and Edelfrida 
ſunk again into filence and the agoniz- 
ing reflection of her condition g un- 
mindful of the ſcene before her, ſhe 


her mind occupied by its own unbappi- 

nefs.-:She was however effectually awak 
ened from this painful re verie, by the 
ſudden overturn of the carriage. She 


bappened unluckily to be on the fide 


that went down, ſo that the ſhock Was 
violent, and with difficulty ſne was drag- 
ged out of the-ſhattered vehicle, fainting 


froin the effects of the blow ſhe had re- 


\ceived;'the ſervant was little hurt, but 
greatly dliſtreſſed to ſee her beloved 
lady pale and ſenſeleſs, while the blood 
owed from a wound on the fide of her 
e eee magnified'to the 

: greatly 
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greatly alarmed: attendant, the injury 
Edelfrida had ſuſtained; while the poſ- 
tillion was croſſing himſelf in terror 
and amazement at the accident, with- 
out knowing how it was in any degree 
to be remedied; all he could do was to 
fetch a little water from a neighbouring 
ſpring; to ſprinkle the face of the help- 
leſs Edelfrida, while her maid ſat on the 
ground in order to ſupport her head on 
her knees; in the midſt of this dilemma 
a chaiſe drove up, to the great relief of 
the ſorlorn travellers; and the terrified 
poſtillion two gentlemen were ſeated in 
it; who ordered it with one accord in- 
ſtantly to ſtop, they opened the door 

themſelves, and without heſitation alight- 
edi Edelfrida ſtill remained unconſci- 
ous of Her ſituation, while the two ſtran- 
gers gated upon her with a mixture of 
furprizeʒ ad miration, and concern; they 
raiſed her from the ground, and one in 
particular, who appeared beyond de- 
{eription truck wirh her beauty, inani- 


(Denz C3 mate 
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encireled by the arms of a total ſtran- 


1 30 J 
mate as it then was, ſupported her in 
his arms, while the wound on the ſide 


of her head was examined by her maid 


and the other gentleman, ho immedi- 
ately ſaw that it was only a very flight 
cut; they bound it round with a hand- 
kerchief to ſtop the blood, and while 
this operation was performing, ſhe once 
more opened her eyes, and fixed them 
upon a face whereon the moſt anxious 
tenderneſs was painted, a face wholly un- 


known to her, but of a moſt captivating 


mould - ſhe gazed for a moment in ſi- 
lent aſtoniſument to behold: herſelf thus 


ger, and ſurrounded by ſeveral petſons 
of whom ſhe had not the leaſt know- 
ledge, her maid excepted; at length ſhe 
exclaimed, for heavens ſake where 
m 1 In perfect ſaſety, my dear 
Madam, I aſſure you,” replied the gen- 
tleman who beld her, ſuffering only a 
Kerifling injury from the overthrow of 
"20008 carriage, I ncerely hope; and 
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ſwered, bowing; J was not ſo happy 
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« for that ſafety,” returned Ede lfrida, 
diſengaging berfelf from his arms, 1 
« prefume I am indebted to your aſſiſt- 
No, Ma'am, he an- 


« as to arrive in time to reſcue you 
c from the diſagreeable, I will not 
&. call it fatal, accident; but if you will 
tc accept a ſeat in that carriage, I will 
* joyfully undertake to anſwer for your 
«© future ſafety. 


knew not what to reply ; but her maid, 
ſeeing her undetermined, cried, Do, 
dear Madam, take the gentleman's 


** offer, or we ſhall be obliged to ſtax 


* here by ourſelves till the chaiſe can 
be mended.” | Edelfrida ſmiled: at 
an urgeney which ſhe knew proceeded 
from an apprehenſion on her account; 


and ſeeing no alternative, ſhe ſaid, I 
** know not how to treſpaſs on ys 


„ politeneſs and humanity, yet 
Bun I too great a coward to: 5 


„ ecken „ted i 


8 
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the danger of flying here Sid 
$you,”: replied he, * uli: permit me 


_ erto creſpaſs upon you, by making one 
of the partydn the carriage, there is 
no further cauſe for debate Edel- 


frida bowed aſſent, and ſuffered herſelf 
to be handed into the chaiſe, wherein 
the gentleman ſeated himſelf dennen 
her and her attendant. Sbritl abe 

The other ſtranger had e 
ſpoken after /Edelfrida's| recovery, but 
izounting the ſervant's horſe, he pre- 
ceded the carriage to the next poſt- 
mouſe, leaving him to aſſiſt the poſe 
ion to drag the broken vehicle * 

aIſter them. mid 151158 ion 20185 

When Edelfrida had collected her 
ſcattered thoughts, ſne inquited more 
Particularly into the nature and caufe 
of che accident, which her inſenſibility 
had rendered her ignorant of, and again 
thanked the gentleman, to whoſe time ly 
aſſiſtance ſhe owed her preſent ſituation, 
„ e eee eee I,” 
Wa 829 ſaid 


| „%  ro_———— tt) noe PP OT RY... 


1 33 J 

ſaid he; in return fot her acknwledg- 
ments; ſhall. ever conſider it as one 
< of: the moſt lucky adventures of my 


* life; and bleſs my good genius, who 


ec coducted me to the ſpot, where my 
cc ſervices; unimportant as they are, 
<.wete not wholly uſeleſs. I can- 


d not ſtyle them unimportant, replied 


Edelfrida, while Il feelithat they reſ- 
et, oueil me from a moſt unpleaſant and 
, diſtreſſing ſituatiom. May Iaſk to 
hom I am ſo greatly obliged” 
My names ſaid he finilingy will 
hotl ftar, introduce me to you as 
an +acquaintance!: - | Henty Exelyne 
te dares not flatter himſelf with having 
Hany claim to that happineſs ; an in- 
S ſigniſicanti ſtudent at one of the Eng- 
©; tiſh! univerſities, who makes a flying 
A viſit io the continent with his brother 
onhy for his companion, and without 
e the eclat of equigage, leaves no trace 
**,of his momentary reſidence ; andi but 
for the vircumſtance which procured 
beet t © C 5 | 66 him 
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him bis preſent felicity, would have 


returned to his native ecuotrn, un- 
% knowing and unknown. At the 
eoneluſion of | this | ſpeech; * bowed 
gracefully: to Edelfrida, who replied, 
have not indeed the pleaſure, of 


being acquainted with Mr. Evelyne 9 


but that proceeds rather, I am in- 
<cliged to think, from my awn. 18+ 


ſigniſicaney than his; my gratitude, 


rather than bis, is, however, certainly 
| due to the good fortune which intro- 
duced us to ach other; for I am 
« the. ſole iner. I will not pre- 
% ſume to hope, ” ſaid he, with a gay 
but reſpectful air, that 1 ſhall) be 


da gainer ;; hut, at preſent, it is im- 


| for 
-+ poſſible. I ſhould feel any regret 
« the loſs I may ſuſtaig.” —Edelfrida 
wade no wad to this oblique compli- 
ment. 
Her Fellow W then | proceeded > 
—* Will you think me impertinent, 
«if L gone. whether wy. mW” 
* may 
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% may not boaſt of being yours alſo? 
c and whether (ge u * 
«to England)“ bas gain . 
J ſaid Edelfrida ſmiling, deen 5 
of England for my native land; 
Land to re-viſit it I am now on 
Y cc my way. Perhaps you will think me 
X <-unworthy of the diſtinction, when 
1 „ declare that it is with _ I * 
V about to return home.. 


Though 1 confeſs myſelf partial,” 


A = replicd he, © to England, yet 1 mould 
be afhamed of a ſentiment ſo il- 
b liberal as that which would confine 
all virtue and happineſs to fo ſmall 
a ſpace in the habitable globe; nor 

* ſhould I be eafily perſuaded while 
I gazed upon rhe moſt candid and 
60 intelligent countenance in the world, 
„ that the mind which gives it ani- 
Lo mation, could be either ungrateful 

* or unworthy on any occafion, | Ik, 
| 1 you re · viſit our native 
** ſand with reluctance, 1 fear that 

| C6 * relue- 
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* reluQance proceeds from the painfut 
< recollection of iſome* bleſſing once 
enjoyed theteg the deprivation of 
© whith-/may render the moſt beloved 
« ſpot inſupportable : He glanced 2 
look upon Edelfrida's deep mourning 
as he addreſſed her. She fighed ; and 
a ſtarting tear proclaimed the ſenfi- 
bility this obſetvation had awakened. 
I have indeed ſuſtained a loſs, ſhe 
replied; which renders every place 
1 jrkſome to my feelings, and England 
<« more partibulatly ſo; ſince I am now 
condemned to live in it, in a ſtate of 
ic the moſt mortifying dependence, to 
« which the death of a father, it was 
© not more my duty than my inclina- 
« tion to love with more than a com- 
© mon affection, has reduced me.“ 
«Whois there,” returned Mr. Evelyne, 
with a generous warmth, © that would 
* not be proud and happy to ſupply 
the place of that protector death has 


0 « few,” 


= 9 of * There are very 


* Perha 
i nat to name Sir Edward Dudley, after 
having ſpoken in terms of no great 
reſpet̃t of his diſpoſition. Sir Edward 
Dudley is my uncle, my guardian, the 
brother of my father; to whoſe houſe I 
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few, ſaid: Bdelfrulas; ſhaking her 
bead, Who will, I fear, take! either 
pride or pleaſute in performing the 
c office of ꝓrotector to one ho has no- 
A me offer in returs but her grati- 
{© tude. The only perſon upon whom 


« I have any claim, will perhaps con- 
ſider ĩt as a painful duty he muſt not 


e Wholly neglect for his eredit's fake.” 
H May I aſk Who this ſenſeleſs, un 

feeling mortal ĩs q erred Mr. Evelyne. 
ps, replied-Edelfrida, “ I ought 


** am now going, and from whom I am 
* to expect either happineſs or miſery in 


future. I know little of him, having 


** ſpent. the laſt three years of my life 


on the continent, in che vain hope of 
my dear father's being reſtored. to 


vs 6 PEN the change of climate; a few 


ws © weeks | 
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added, the, burſting into tears; and 


= my uncle leaves me to depend on 
te the compaſſion of ſtrangers in a long 


© and -melancholy journey, promiſing 

me at the end of it a reception, 
which he may deem kind, but which, 
{© I fear, I ſhall think far otherwiſe,” 


Mr. Evelyne's countenance bore teſti- 
mony to the intereſt he felt in his fair 


companion's fate. There was an honeſt 
ſimplicity in her manner which ſpoke 


to the heart; and that of the young 


traveller was by no means a hard one. 
« Sir Edward Dudley, exclaimed he, 
ic is unworthy of the truſt Nature has 
| 22 in him, ſince he is thus 
<< negligent of the ſafety and happi- 
< neſs of the moſt valuable part of his 
© family. I on it moves my wonder 
* and indignation, to think that he 
* thould, with cruelty and indifference, 


te expoſe one ſo nearly allied to him, 
Vp 116 hy a of 


& travel - 


13 ] 
6 travelling, through a foreign country 
cc ith only a fingle female attendant. 
«© Surely he muſt be ignorant of this 
«© cixcumſtance.?! ;/| It was his own 


direction, replied We with a 


mortified aire i 0 (3 


If he could not * ended road 


cc himſelf, - he has a fon,” faid Mr. 
Evelyne, who ought to have been 
proud of conducting a relation who 
* muſt do him honour, to the protection 
ce of his family. If I am to judge of 
* Mr. Dudley's feelings by my own,“ 
continued he, nothing ſhould have 
ͤädetained me from a duty which pro- 


. © miſed me the ſweeteſt and the pureſt 
reward; a reward which I ſhould 


© have read in the eyes of my fair 


** couſin, whole heart, I am convinced, 


** does more than juſtice to thoſe ef- 
** forts of friendſhip which ſpring from 
** the defire we. feel to recommend 
** ourſelves to whatever is ſuperior in 
excellence, as. well as from that in- 

ſtructive 
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* ee to ſecure, than the compar 


198 


cc ſtructive inclination which prompts 
© us to guard and protect a ſex whoſe 


4 nativs timidity and apprehenſive deli - 


© cacy make them ſhrink at the appear- 
dance of danger and difficulty, which' 


it was never intended they ſhould 
© encomiter alone and unſupported.T“ 
ee uch“ replied Edelfrida ſmiling, 
isi the ganguage of the laſt century. 
Mr Dodley is a man of faſhion, I 
«preſume u conſequently, too much 


_ © diſtinguiſhed by that toniſſi indiffer- 


terence which forbids Nature © and 
« Friendſhip to exert their claims. It 
e would have been highly unreaſonable 
to expect from him fuch a facrifice 
4 an inſignifieant coufin,; whoſe 
«exiſtence is ſearcely known to him; 
«4 would, no doubt, have ſubjected 
him to the tidicule of ' companions; 
*f whoſe approbation he is much mor 
a: 


« tively ſilent, and uimportant plaudit 


© of A fem Who, It yourſelf,/arc above 
dau}? + the 


0 
7 
7 
1 
= 
1 
1 
q 
1 
= 
wa 
1. 
N 
4 


[4s ) 
« ihe control of faſhion. But, reſumed 


ck Kü jure Mr. Dudley it is 


more than probable, he knows no- 
thing of either me or my mode of 
travelling; and if he does, he may 
© not be ſufficiently maſter, of his own 
time and actions, to beſtow them on 
a dependent relation, contrary. to the 
will of his family. I do not wiſh to 
e cenſure, where there is à poſſibility 
of beſtowing praiſe with truth * 
« zuſtice Mic 103- jeh sd Hecht, 1 

How valuable is the praiſe 8 8 
« from ſo pure a ſource, replied Mr. 
Evelyne. Who would not ſtudy to 
© deferve it!“ “ How few. would 
© condeſcend to accept it,” ſaid. Edel- 
frida: The gift receives its value 
*©-from:the- giver; in general; how low 
then in eſtimation muſt that be which 
proceeds from the moſt undiſtin - 
guiſhed object in the creation. 
Pardon me, cried Mr. Evelyne; I 
ömuſt not ſuffer. you. to be guilty of 


on“ * ſuch 


— 2 0 
* PPP = eo wo lireme.os 4 , . 


[ 4 ] 

* fach injuſtice to Nature Nature 
indeed appears to merit your grati- 

£6 tude,” replied" Edelfrida. RO 211! 
„She ſhall always have my moſt en- 
e thuſiaſtic praiſe, ſaid he, when 
* ever, as now, I am fortunate enough 
© to/ contemplate one of — "_ 
„ peaga M M810 J 
 Edeifrida, affecting not deen 


wis compliment, ſaid, In the courſe 


* of a” journey through this country, 
you will have leiſure and opportunity 


* to pay due homage to her various 
<*/ beauties, for here ſhe has been moſt 
, laviſh.“)“ I adore her in all her 
ce works, returned he, bowing; but 
ͤmoſt in thoſe which ſhe has animated 
* with-reafor and ſenſibility ©; 


Edelfrida now lobked forward and 


ſawy the poſt-houſe, at which ſhe was 
to part with a companion who-had en- 
gaged her gratitude and ſecured her 


eſteem. There was ſomething in his 
air, his manners, his voice, his converſa- 
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tion, and his ſentiments, ſo. conſonant 
to her feelings, that ſhe viewed him 
with the partiality of a friend, though 
ſo ſhort a time had elapſed ſince ſhe 
firſt ſaw him. At the door of the inn 
ſtood his brother, who, for the firſt 
time, occupied Edelfrida's attention. 
This gentleman, ſhe had underſtood, 
was the elder; and though ſhe. was pre- 
poſſeſſed · in favour of his brother, ſhe 
could not but acknowledge to herſelf, 
that he was beyond what ſhe had ever 
ſeen in manly beauty and elegance. 
His figure was all grace, his manner 
inſinuating and gentle, his face as fault- 
leſs as her own.—Mr, Henry Evelyne 
was leſs perfect in perſonal beauty; 
and when he did not ſpeak, there was 

a certain hauteur in his countenance, 
of which his brother had not the leaſt 
tincture: yet when. he addreſſed Edel- 
frida, not only his countenance, but 
his voice, was harmonized into the 
moſt engaging, but manly ſoftneſs. 
aal Edelfrida 


P ² M ˙ A - SLDDo ee - 1 — 


4 
Edelfrida gazed 6n the brothers; but 
even at this early period, with every. 
natural Perfection ſo faperior in the 
elder, her heart gave a filent aſſent in 
favour of the generous Henry AY a 1 
had ſbothed her feelings, and pt her 
into Humour with herſelf during their 
ride, 0 nn 1197 F 8, [13 T818-T81] F2 FF A A 
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HEN the carriage ſtopped, Mr: 
frida to alight; he hoped ſhe had re: 
covered her alarm, and. felt no painful 
effects from it. This was no more than 


politeneſs dictated, and what any other 


perſon would have uttered, on the like 
occaſion; but then his words were ac- 
companied with an indeſcribable grace, 
which never failed to give them value. 
—Edelfrida was charmed with him, but 
to his brother ſne ſeemed bound by 
ſome hidden chain, which was light, 
though irreſiſtible, and ſhe turned invo- 
luntarily, as Mr. Evelyne led her into a 
room, to look if Henry followed; her 
eye met his in its ſearch, and ſhe co- 
loured, ſhe knew not why —he ſaw the 
emotion with a tranſport for which he 
was unable alſo to account, and not 


ff 46 


faying: to enquire minutely into the 
cauſe, he purſued the object of it, and 
immediately jdined his brother, in beg · 
ging her permiſſion to make one car- 
riage convey them to the next flage, 
and ſo on to Calais; as they were all 
going the ſame road, they urged every 
motive likely to weigh with ber, not 
forgetting the late accident which might 
have proved fatal; at length they con- 
quered her reluctance which ſprung 
merely from a ſenſe of propriety, which 

ſhe feared to offend, in accepting the 
offer of ſtrangers; ſhe however yielded 
to their importunity, and her on in- 
clination; and it was agreed that they 
ſhould confider themſelves of one party 
till they arrived in London. A coach 
then was ordered, and aſter ſome little 
refreſhment, the travellers again pur- 
ſued their route towards England, be- 
coming every hour more delighted with 
each other, as they had opportunity of 
res he (not oſtentatiouſiy) their 
ſentiments 


C47 | 
ſentiments and accompliſhments—had 
Edelfrida been their darling ſiſter, the 
eould not have experienced more ten- 
der attention and delicate regard than 
ſhe found in the amiable brothers, who 
beheld her with no common degree of 
approbation: not a word or look eſ- 
caped either which could alarm or of- 
fend the moſt rigid decorum, yet their 
language appeared to flow from their 
hearts, and the expreſſion of their coun- 
tenances to riſe ſpontaneouſly from the 
ſame ſource; Edelfrida, therefore, 


ſieemed amply juſtified in believing 


them the moſt amiable of mankind - 
She was inſtructed and entertained by 
their | obſervations, - gratified by their 


reſpectful kindneſs, and guarded by 
their preſence from danger no wonder 
then that a mind like hers, ever ready 
to receive indelible impreſſions, ſhould 
fondly, though innocently cheriſh love 
for tho one n nen for the ale 

| h e of 


4 00 other 


ume nor chuner could conquer. 
„ Havieg aivened int ſafety through 
France, dbey at dength arrived at Cds, 
from hence they ſailed to Dover. 
During this little voyage; Edetfrida 
again experienced the mic 
attention frotii her new friends, bo not 
beingnaffected themſelves, excopt in a 
very ſlight 6 — x. 
etted all their \powiers to) ſupport,” and 
leſſen every inconvenience, their 
fellow traveller was ſubject to on — 
the pacquet grateful for every inflagge 
of ſuch unhoped for and ſuch footrhmg 
Eindneſt, her heart expanded each mo- 
ment to receive with all the ferveney of 
youths images bright and captivating, 
as thoſe which-imprinted themſelves on 
it. Mr. Henry Evelyne firſt directed 
her eyes to her native ſhore, which now 
became e very inſtant more diſti J 

« There,” ſaid-he taking ber Kai, 
Shows app; country where we 


cc % may 


| PP: 


** enjoyments, = ve ſhall find it. ag 
& perfect». believes 2s the nature of 
, « things. below. will admit, in our 
< native England, where I hope to im- 
prove that (may I not call it) friend - 
ſhip, which a kind chance bas given 
"mv ® opportunity. of forming. Will 
von, my fair friends. allow me 10 fee 
4 you, whenever, I can eſcape from the 
« precinQs.of the dull univerſity & vill 
<< 200 permit me to ſolace myſelf in 
our {ſweet , ſociety, for the hours 
ch Jam compelled to ſpend 
© amongſt pedancs, or in turning over 
©* the tedious volumes, through which 
1 we are condemned ROSIE 

" e and ſcience ? 
of FA cannot be ha: ngratefl,” re- 
_ plied. 


2 


ir 50 'J 


pi nel Eüekrica, "to refüſe you chis 
© triffing gratfficatlon, if it Kan really 
e be ell a Fratiflcation; affd us far as 
ce my WAY extends, Mr. Evelynes are 
88 ever SF finding à friendly re- 
& ceptioh here ver 1 um. I Lännot, 
te however, Afſwer for th6fe to Whoſe 
4e höufe 1 2 Soibg. It my not be 

& agreeable” Sir Edward" and Lady 
© Dudley ko alle me the pris hege of 
oy rene my friends,” in which caſe 
t. 1. you-wlt” not deem the untnihdfal, or 

te on chat *accountunworthy; öf the'at- 
tention 1 have experienced, or the 
56 obligation it has laid me under!“ 

c would not for the World be the 

. oecakidn "of creuting arty if pleafiro 

in Sir Edward and Lady Dudtey,” 

_ Mr. Hetity Evelyne; 's — mould 
lerer forgive myſelf, if on my 
e accοHd Nö u feceived "Uſty harſh 
1. reptimand from them; I will there- 
& fore, to avöfd the pollbilicy: 'of it, 


# truſt one m Who has 
ſo 


2 * choſe places of public pr ga hich 
you will -doybrleſs, frequent ſpmo- 
times, and there when. au eonde 
* ſcend to acknom ledgę ce with a gra- 
**cjous ſmile, Iwill aſk you, if I may 
* enjoy an hours converſation with you 
at home, virhout i incurring the diſ- 
8 8 gf the family whoſe 
ee characters will quiekly unfold them- 
* ſelves to you. Mr. Evelyne nom 
joined them, and his brother ſaid, 1 
have been making a bargain. with 
40 Mits. Dudley Frederic.“ 7 

44] hope,” replied Mr, Ereyne, 
my intereſt as not en n 

n Nr 198.1 Hie biegwh? 

To ſay the wuth, > rererped kee 
"i NI believe ſelfouas uppermoſt in 
my thoughts, while 1 ſtipulated with 
our amiable friend, for leave to viſit 
'* her ſometimes ; but L am ſure ue wil 
ul forgive the yon; wn goodna- 


1 ture, 


22 


182 3 
ture, if you ſolicit for a like indul- 
« gence, on the ſame terms. 
= On the lame terms, Henry 1” ex 
claimed bis hrother with an arch file 
-*© have you the generoſity to with Miſs 
.*© Dudley!s favour ſo equally diſpenſ- 
4 4 ee eee had e 
28 to expect. - a Ho ]) i any 
r. Henry Evelyne 3 
this quick. converſion of his meaning 
aud bis expreſſion, into a ſenſe, he had 
no idea of giving them; he merelꝝ alluded 
to the gon erſation which had juſt paſſed 
on the ſubʒect between Edelfrida and Him- 
ſelf and which he was going ta explain 
Edeltrida promptly took up the expla- 

nation, without ſeeming to obſerve the 
iümplication of Mr. Evelyne's ſpeech, 
| and immediately ſaid 105 Your brother 
| 2 is {a gogd as to let me make a con- 
eidlitien With him, in conſideration of 
Amy dependant - ſtate at Sir Edward 
e Dudley 's, here I may not have the 
liberty of ſeeing my friends and ac- 
guaintance, though their number is 
* ſo 


TY 


e ſo very mall“ The recolleQtion of 
the loſs ſhe had ſuſtained with the men- 
tion of her dependant ſtare; never failed 
to make a telt n. in Edelfrida S 
eye, 0121 n INF HOT 
The blocken beheld it with a ſym- 
pute cbssch: and Mr. Henry Eve- 
lyne, thrown off his guard by: his bro» 
thet's hint of his ſentiments; ere he had 
perfectiy conſidered them himſelf, now 
ſuddenly exdaimed, preſſing Edelfrida's 
hand to his lips with unufual warmth : 
Fou are right, Frederic, J am not fo 
©. generous as to be ſatisfied with only an 
equal ſhare of Miſs Dudley's favour; I 
_ *afpire to the poſſeſſion of an undivided 
regard; but, perhaps, this premature 
*5-diſclofure of my preſumptuous hopes 
<< and Wilkes, may render me the object 
f her reſentment, rather than as I 
050 ngk to be, that of her approbation.“ 
Edelfrida's face was inſtantly covered 
Wind deep bluſh, and ſo confuſed were 
har ſenſations, that ſhe knew not whe - 
5 | 2603 Ag Dig : ther 


ther Joy. or or fc forrow oj oppreſ elfed her heart; 
ſhe withdr rew. nat 3 ; however, 
forthe. wers o | recol lection "had for-" 
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Henry Evelyne | proceeded : 1 
e and amiable Mifs Dua: 
'< ley iv will condeſcen@te to accept the ttle 
* indeprodence of 2 Younger b brother, 
<if. the will 27 7 conftüute 1 che 

ardian her pe 100 ole 
ELL 195 Anfeclin ng relations, wh0ů 
< pre e , of 55 e bas 
fed m- th em, ; ſhall n joe ere 


S + Apo 
3 pow er to ty nize d gyer the feel ings 


« of he moſt lovely of women,” 
ee knew oh what to reply * 
; indeed the powerful emotions of her 
ound; would: 1 not allow. her te utter” 4 
1 fentence ; belides' which, + a fecret 
| bing wh Ape her, that be who 
addreffed ber, a ee for het he 
_—_— a FELT n decident 


ffrange ger, v 101 
in her way; and though * 
e all Toud, in his Prai , yet 
prudence 


LILIJ ONE 


gnces W 


& 5 * 


prudence. 85 a more intimate 
knowledge of bis character aud "condi- 
tons Thus, Caution a and Common Senſe, 
pleaded, while Inclination oppoſed 
them,, and, Candour united. to believe 
the youthful advocate all he feemed 
to; be. — — , $<BErOus, animated, affec⸗ 
tiongte, and lingere. The delicacy 
and reſerye. of her "Tex, however com- 
pelled Edelfrida © to decline accepting 
Mr, Henry Eyelyne's | propoſal, : at leaſt 
till they. 7 better known o each 


aan: a il the. WAS A authoriſed, by her 
dae 3 con ent; 5 beßtating, bluſhing, 


confuſed , e thanked him for his 
* opinion, and more for the proof 
he had given her of! it; ; affured him the 
Was. vnworthy the bonour, and gently 
declared her reſolution. to be directed or 


ſanCtioned 3 in her choice pn 01 important 
a ſuhject, by Sir Edward Dudley; if ſhe 


found him willing to intereſt bir ekt for 
a; We happine ffs, las 
on the 2550 ice 0 n 
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of your determingrion, my charming 
friend, g replied the greatly ena- 
e Henry, , but qęt det me con- 
s c, zo leaye me Hope for my 
ieee ANA. comforters If Sir 
£ Edward Dudley does not wholly di- 
« courage zerren his angelic 
Fare Mille. vg file on them 
Eraſers” I; a 973 1 w J83l Th 
11 7 % faid Mr, Eyelyne, * who have 
* witneffed, the growing affection of 
3 my brother, cannot remain ſilent, when 
8 55 bappineſz is ſo materially congern= 
ed do chen, dear. amiable Miſs Dyd- 
EA th vouchſafe to bid bim hope; 
will flake my life and honour on 
1 . faith, and conſtancy, and. ſhould 
e, deceive yon, reſt aſſured 570 
ce, the injury, though. he is 
deareſt friend ou are ee en 
« ter into a ſcene of gaiety, of elegance, 
© and ſplendor, which I. preſume is 
©, hitherto unknown to you; there, my 
& lovely: friend, » continned: hey taking 
— KVR her 


1 57 1 
ber hald, Which me had genti) with- 
Gn SHB his rochet in che SHU of 
bends 4. hitn!* there you will doubt- 
0 geſs find Win Happy in the &pportuni- 
ic ty of doing Homage to your ſupetior 
4c 1 many, perhaps, who poſſeſs 
ce che brilliant advantages of rank and 
ce fortune; but believ me, nor think 1 
5 ſpeak with the partiality of afriend and 
**-hr6ther, when I declare that you will 
« iid moe whoſe intrinſie wotth'bettes 
4 deſerves your eſteem, than be Who 
* now ſues for your affection; if y you 
) leturn chat affectibn, have the 
te generous candour to acknowledge it; 
but if you think the medioctity of 
&© his condition beneath your accepts 
te ance, be boght unrepining to ſubmit 
ce to yout degree ; yet do not flatter kim 
into ſecurity of four favour that 
would be inconfiſtent with the Virtües 
« which beam forth on your! coutite- 
«nance; and bid us re * that is 
excellent in woman... 
00 | D 5 9 Ab, 
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76 Ah, Fr ederick, 4 * exc ried Mr. Henry 
Exc 7 do. not urge my fate; let 
0 pronounce” ; with an 
ee gient; let hes Bread 
a5” 725 't hot 15 of my heart; let her 
4 earn Me circumſtance of my con- 
* dition— -then,, if on feflecxion the re- 
43 Jjeds my umälterable love, mut in- 

ee obig 
y elfrida, Whoſe burnitig cheek 5 
down p caſt eye beſpoke” her "inward 
= gitarion, could not endure'to think 
that the generous Henry ſhotild believe 
her cold, unfeeling, and ungrateful. 
She now made an effort to ſpeak, but 
her voice faultered, and the words died 
away in a murmuring ſound; yet with 
a grace which no time or circumſtance 
could deprive her of, ſhe held out 
her hand to him, which he ſeized with 
rapture, ahd on which he imprinted a 
thouſand kifſes, believing truly that it 
was meant as a token of the regard ſhe 


could not expreſs, After recovering her- 
EE” 3 ſelf 


C 0 } 


felf alittle, ſhe. faid i in 2 9 Jongg 9 

with a timid air, 4e be aſſure J, Sir, 1 feel a as 

ce Lought, your diſintereſted friendſhip, 5 

« and, I. will endeayout to repay it as it. 

« deſeryes.7Yop. paſt thank Mr. Fee. 

10 Jyne for me; the generous. concern 

2 3 taken, in my happineſs, merits Al 
my gratitude, but ſyffer me now to 

cc Ar myſelf for 2 few minu 87 

* alone, ere pe land ;” ae this, ſhe 

withdrew to-the cabin, which was emp- 

ty the. paſſengers, all ri 85 upon 

, ee 
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Epe. th very different 
1 ſenſttibns to chöfe which had oc- 
eupied Fer mind With ſhe töck leave 
of ber friends Wt Nice „ot landed in 
ber Hatlve cbuntry. She was then agi- 
tated with grief and hopeleſs of happi- 
neſs; : mol thou checked 
the foinalirl enthellulm of her imagina- 
tion,” het ne as at once delighted and 
pratified by the conquett ſhe had gained 
over the heart of a man, hoſe honour 
and kneetity ſhe did not allow! herſelf to 
| queſtion ; : ber er vanĩty too tod was highly 
flattered by the triumph ber charms 
had evidentiy obtained over the cooler 
dictates of his reaſon, fince ſhe could 
not but perceive that he had been ſur- 
priſed into a declaration” of his paſſion 
for her; Which convinced her of her 


own ſuperior powers of pleaſing, and ra- 
| ther 


* 
— 
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ther augmented the foible from which 
ber father had foreſeen conſequences 
unfavourable to hei happineſs. | 
Being fatigued by the ſickneſs ſhe 
had-endured.on{;board. the; yaquet,”1 
very; {pan metired. fo. her room, in- 

inn at Nover having, exe the wies 
chem good night, agreed... with, Mr. 
Exelynes to ſet out the, next morning 
ene ban t5ire dh Bong 
She found it, howeyer, no caſy mat- 
ter to compoſe herſelf to lleep; her 
mind dwelt on, Mr., Henry Eyelyne's 
declaration with peculiar pheaſure./ There 
was ſomething. ſo candid, ſq generous, 
and ſo unlike the cold policy. of, the 
world in it, that the more ſhe reflected, 
the more ſhe felt herſelf inclined to te- 
ber er e pin, fe 
nen it ler id Jo Sf TH 

The next morning ſhe joined her fc fel- 
11 travellers at breakfaſt, with 2 com- 
nn o Pr cee Which 


rende cred 


r 
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rendered her perſonal charms peculiarly 
attractive to thoſe wha. deem gentleneſ 
an eſſential, in the diſpoſition and char. 
rafter of a woman; and the brothers evi- 
dently cnarked it high in cheir eſtimation 
of female worth. Edelfrida's heart had 
been much ſaftened, by the parting be- 
tweenherſelf and that old and faithfulſer- 
yant who had been acenſtomed to attend 
her witch anxious tenderneſs from her 
infaneys this good woman was to pro- 
eced to London in che coach, leaving 
her fair and youthful, miſtreſs to travel 
in a chaiſe with the two gentlemen, All 
feruples of truſting herſelf with them 
being now unnodeſſary, Ede ifrida took 
an aſſectionate leave of this ancient do- 
meſtio of her family, who promiſed to 
call upon her at her on particular re- 
queſt, when the got to town, where ſhe, 
expected to find ſame. of Sir Edyard's 
family, ready. to conduct ber te Dud- 
ley Parkig it being yet too garly a {ear 
fon for people of faſhion to reſort, to 
their 
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| their houſes im London, the month of 
October not being at au end, though 
very near ĩt. Uogqlb ac: or ({siraohts 
Mrs. Williams then ſet out in the ſtage- 
coach, after affuring'Edelfrida; chat the 
was ſo entirely devoted to her intereſt, 
that whenever ſhe ſhould be in à ſitua · 
tion to receive her ſervices, ſhe” would 
inſtantly obey a ſummons to attend her 
in any part of the world, nor would ſhe 
engage in any new place without mak 
ing that. a condition, that the might be 
releaſed whenever her dear lady re- 
quired her preſence. This inſtance 
of gratitude failed not to impreſs the 
mind of Edelfrida with ſentiments of 
reſpect and affection, for one whoſe at- 
tachment was proof againſt all the 
caſualties of Fortune; and it ſoftened, 
while it ſoothed ber fedlings; aud called 
forth all the amiable qualities Nature 
had beſtowed on her, and education im- 
proved. She was now left ſolely to the 
care and protection of Her now friends, 
who 


T a 4 
vob wete Uinferrnt) Kolleitdus to Fender 
her Sbery kindhefs ih their power. 
Otes chills feited in thb carrie the, 
they fet forward te owards London 4 10 
earth hbiir, ift order der t Ned ir that 
| digt, wwichbüt being too late tt This 
| road.” QUAL o nps 19 13 10 1} 909% 
'"'Fti6ugh” pleaſed with Mr cal 
mods, and free from apptehesfion, 
Ellelfrida could not retrace the coun. 
try through which*the'had' journeyed 
with her father, without feeling emo⸗ 
tions of in Wife al <fenfiBifity, "Which 
13 9. of hey 
heart, 3 ha catled che moiſt drops öf 
ſarrow into bet eyes. This did not ef- 
ca cape 25 obſervation f the watchful 
Ho: 6*feertily Bielſed® the hand 
a wo edn REA of Vit 
1 in e of her whole beauty bad 

ehre Kis ſenfes. i He Viet 
5 — f naryrat” grief to the memory 
of a Belbved al, "as au earneſt of the 
futiſre kappt F he epecked 46 pot: 
n ſels, 
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ffs, when he ſhould. be permitted to 
call, Edelfrida his wife, a Bed. 4 
which, he looked forward with a de- 
gree. of , certainty, which, gave, to, 4 
Manners, when he addrefled her, am af- 
fectionate kind of familiarity, that the 
length of their acquaintance might, not 
| juſtify in the eye of che punQitions, yet 
| it was ſo tempered with a; delicacy, 
which adorned all bis, ſentiments, that 72 
Edelfrida eee cauſe af com- 
plaint. tk I 150 
As they u auer London, he 12 
gan to be leſs tranquil in her mind. The 
approaching. meeting with her uncle 
ad his family, ef whom ſhe had con- 
ceived no favourable ideas, together 
wich the approaching ſeparation from 
the t man ſhe had every reaſon to, eſteem 
and. value; ſhe was yet too much 2 
ſtranger to thoſe ſenſations which « con- 
ſtitute the pafßon of love, to be certain 
whether be had a warmer intereſt i in her 
Wan e circumſtances could 


alone 


+. 1 
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* 1 
Sue felt; ee 3 vg — 
ſPirits, at tho thoughts of taking leave 
of him, which indicated the influence 
_ of chat allaconquering Deity to whom 
who ——— __ yielded we 
„At the eee ue lat lage . 
Mr. Henry Evelyne ſeemed: to, have 
eaight the infection o extreme-gravity 
from his faiv neighbour z there was a 
longer pauſe than uſual in the conver- 
chaiſe ; at length Mr. Evelyne ſaid:- 
Nou are improvident, Henry; re- 
collect that a uery ſhort time, indeed, 
wilt rob. you of the felicy you may 
Anow enjoy, and do not ſuſſer it 0 
eſcape in melancholy and ſilence.“ 
nacht Very true, replied eee 
Hv and not more trut than painful is it, 
Achat ere long I muſt bid adieu to mx 
«preſent; happineſs; indulge me then, 


i my dear b in a super 
bir «of 


* 
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tc me with and as we muſt of neceſlity 
c part for a time, let me intreat you to 
<<, ſoften the pangs of abſence by the 
c only: means Which» can render it ſup- 
4 portable to me. J hope you wall 
4 not think I preſume too far, when I 
c AE to hear conſtanthj from you, 
«while T am obliged to remain at Cam- 
s bridge; or whenever” Þ am carried. 
from the place here you reſſde.. 1 

Tou fecollect, retumed Edel- 
frida, that I reſolved not to enter 
into any engagements without Sir Ed- 
ward Dudley's approbation > for to 
do otherwiſe; would be to defeat the 
purpoſe of my father's making him 
« my guardian; Can I then, with any 
« degree of proptiety, conſent to an 
e jntereourſè of letters which: might 
ce imply, that I hadi acted without the 
e concurrence of his judgment, with - 
«© gut his knowledge in the moſt im- 
portant affair of my! life's you fhall” 
tg * 40 judge 


* 
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- $:gudge for me, continued ſne, and 
delcbelieve on your deciſion, L may with 


$ lafety;r Aya.xcl, me, in ſuch a; caſe, 


Beg: vou would; in a ſiſter to act, 


band I promiſe te he guided by Four 
bigieg, as to inst! 947 lo 
I New, Henry,“ cried Mr. — 
Ait Dudley bas given you a fair 
19 PPROEVAIEY ol, proving yourſelf wor- 
Ach her confidence in your honour 


5 rer eo 10 HO Ds 
hope,“ replied Mr. Henry Eve- 


nde, preſſag Edeltrida's hand to his 
lips, I hope. my charming friend will 


& have no cauſe to ſuſpect my honour, 
© however, my diſcretion may fall ſhort 


of oh her expectations; but why leave 


Seen the deęiſion of that in which 
Sls Am fo, warmly intereſted. Surely 
Lache is a, refinement in crueliy in 


bye « making. me the arbiter/”. 


_ gueſs, aid, Edelfrida, Gallivg, 


{2;Fhat Jun real, ſentiments n. the 
chf are, from your unwillingneſs 


©Exg 


- 
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te to expreſs them; anſwer me therefore 
er this one plain queſtion, and that Hall 
4% determine for us; ſhould yo hot 
4% rhitik that woman light, vin; and 
« worthleſs, WhO accepted every token 
& of the attachment of an amiable man, 
4 giving him a tacit proof of her ap- 
© probation, by fo doing, cee | 
«'t6 herſelf any poſitive avowal of her 
intentions, either finally to fulfil his 


44 ctatio 5 
60 _ _ * K mo. _ ptopo- 
Moſt undoubtedly, I fhould think 
«her unworthy of a pure and honoüt- 
40 © able artachinent.” 03 9183-00 9V&01 
Then ſuch a'woman ſhould The,” 
refined" Edelfrida, * if Tſuffered you. 
to dedĩeate your time and attention 
ct to me, fince it is not in my power to 
5 ſuy that 1 will poſtively confder . 0 
* ſelf bound to fulfil ybur E 
5 tions ;- though 1 ſhould 52 Uncle 


15 


* jng of Jour elterm, if 158 not feel 


Can oF 4.46 ll „uo le 11 n egtateful 


1 


e 


— 


to che heart of the attentive Henry, and 
ferent to her. H n. 11 9h globe 1 b 115 


with ich sarneſtneſs, you do not forbid 


Heny Fyelyne, iet ane thank” my 


N 10 1] 


* 


'«ygurirepurd” D 
She uttered this laſt eee 


down caſt eye, and an embaraſſed air; 


but in a tone of voice which penetrated 


convinced him —— — 


"Py 


But; ſaid he, nn ſubject 


my applying to Sir Edward Dudley 
for his confent and — ay 
* adreſs hivatiiableinicesr? 2 
do ot — 'to 
« you,” ſaid Edelfrida; her cheeks: co- 
vered With'a Bluſh of confgfion, Which 
the Whole converſation was catvulared 


to ge birth to- of Heut Ionen 


ere ve part, xen, continued Mr. 


Ever gentle, generous friendę for what 


e arrogahtly eke as her confent to 


n neee eder, 
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chat though my fortune will in leſs 
than one year be in my own poſſeſ- 
ee fon, indepentlent of my family and 
cbnnexions; yet I have an uncle to 
r whom! Loe the duty of a ſon, having 
e been educated under his direct ion, and 
having experienced every kindneſs 
c and indulgence from his affection; tis 
ec true, that now, like a truant boy, I 
© ar rambling, without his nowledge; 
dur excurſton to the Cotitinent was a 
fudden frolie, of which there was no 
time to aſł his approbation' Ichere- 
e fore with to inform him of it myſelf, 
© which I hall dowhen I ſee him, and 
<©that Texpect will be ĩmmediatehyafter 

Chtiſtnias, when he wille in London, 
© whete Pſhall joimhim for'a heft ume; 
Aud / when T make him acquaigted 
it with dur ſecret expedition, l hall alſo 
tell him of the 10ſs I ſuſtained in tlie 
*©:courſe. of it: I ſuall take un opprtu- 
**inity. of ewing kim the fair uhief, 
and lurerelt him to be my *advetate 
| 6&6 « with 


„ 
ee with her, and Sir Edward Dudley ; 
© and, in juſtice, you muſt either ſend 
« me back my own heart, or yours, 
my fair friend, in lieu of it, —But, 
© to be perfectly ſerious ;—let me aſk 
<* you how I am to exiſt till this old 
« gentleman arrives from his ſeat in the 
«© Weſt of England? am I never to hear 
* from you? am I forbidden to viſit 
« you; and, except when I can ſteal up 
© to town, and ſteal a look at, or a word 
from you in public, am I con- 
«« demned to drag on the tedious hours 
4 in abſence and filence too? 

Indeed,“ returned Edelfrida, * I 
= could wiſh you were content to ſee 
«© me only as chance ſhall direct, and 
e not expect to hear from me by letter. 
-*© have a great objection to clandeſ- 
« tine proceedings, and the time will 
© ſoon paſs away, which muſt elapſe 
s ere we meet as we 'ought, with the 
*© approbation of our friends; if we may 


. — Expect that, But your uncle, Sir, 
| * may 
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«may not think the dependaht vece 
«of Sir Edwatd Dudley 4 pfoper Con- 
ene xion for you; you Know His cha- 
te deter and opinions, it were better, 
then to be guded by chat knowledge 
ein time, and ſpare yourſelf and me 
all future tortifications and regrets, 
«by ſeparating” how as frietids, who 
e have no nearer intereſt in each others 
«happineſs than What” friendſip will 
6 allow, if yo have any reaſon to ima- 
„ gine the gentleman of whom you 
* ſpeak will object to your intentions 
6 for, I confeſs,“ acdded the, the colour 
mounting into het face, that Tſhould It 
© ſupport thoſe marks of diſipprobation 
<* your uncle might beftow on me, nor 
„hu, any conſideration tempt mie 
t diſregard them“ FDD & | 
-Faget to diſſipate all idea of his un- 
cle's objecting to his withes, Mr; Henry 
Evelyne aſſured Edelfrida that he had 
nothing to fear either from the authority 
or the diſpoſitĩon of his relation, having 


Nan E always | 


— — — —— —— 


I. 


always found him uniformly anxious to 
promote his happineſs ; and he has hi- 
© therto,” ſaid he, given me credit 
ce for diſcernment ſufficient to guide me 


© to the attainment of it; I mean that 


<< portion of it, reaſon allows us to hope 
% for. When I tell him then, that I 
© have choſen my ſhare, and preſent 
© him to the amiable object of my 


“ fondeſt hopes and wiſhes, can I poſ- 


e fibly imagine he will, for the firſt 
© time in his life, bid me relinquiſh 


| © the dear flattering proſpe& ? No; on 
the contrary, the benevolence of his 


& heart will inſtrut him to aid my 


© purpoſe, and plead my cauſe; time 
* will convince my lovely friend of the 


truth of what I affert, till when, I 
& ſhall obey her, and truſt to chance, 
& alone, for the delight of converſing 
with her,” | 


CHAP- 


fol 


CHAPTER v. 


HILE Mr. Henry Evelyng 
ſpoke, and Edelfrida liſtened 
with inward ſatisfaction, the chaiſe en» 
tered the great metropolis ; the poſtil- 
lion had before received orders to ſtop 
at Sir Edward Dudley's houſe in St. 
James's-ſquare, and thither he now di- 
rected his horſes, while Edelfrida ex- 
elaimed ; | 
* Good heavens! in a few minutes I 

ce ſhall be ſubje& to the power of re- 
* lations it is not in my nature to re- 
« {pe,” | | 
< Perhaps,” replied Mr. Henry Eve» 
lyne, you will find them of happier 
*« diſpofitions than you expect; but 
if you do not — there is an alter» 
* native, which I hope you will not 
think very deſperate, to that of live 
| E 2 a jng 
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© ing in a ſociety deſtructive to your 
«© tranquillity,” T“ 

<< I finicerely hope,” ſaid ſne, that 
© it will not be neceſſary for me to quit 
e my uncle's houſe precipitately ;— 
ce whenever I do leave it, I wiſh it may 
ce be with credit to myſelf, and all 
& thoſe who kindly intereſt themſelves 
* in my welfare.” 
A am convinced it will be ſo,” re- 
turned he, with animation: at that in- 
ſtant the chaiſe ſtopped, and the door 
was immediately opened. Mr. Eve- 
| lyne's man rode up to the porter and 
announced Miſs Dudley ; the attention 
of the party in the carriage was arreſted 
by his reply : 
© The family are not in town; but I 
ic have orders to deliver a letter for Miſs 
x Edelfrida Dudley, which I will in- 
«& ſtantly fetch.” 
; Not in Town! '” reiterated Edel- 
- Frida, in a tone of ſurprize, -** what then 
am to do? - 
Lack | The 
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e The letter will explain that,” re- 
turned Mr. Evelyne, and here it is, 
added he, taking it from the ſervant, 


who alſo brought a light to the car- 
riage window, as by this time it was too 


dark to diſtinguiſh ſmall objects without 


aſſiſtance, —Edelfrida haſtily broke the 
ſeal, and read ay 


My Dan Covsin, | 


IT was fully my intention to have. 
met you in town, in order to conduct 
you from thence to Dudley Park, but 
the ſudden illneſs of Lady Wilford, 
obliges me to accompany my father 
and mother to Wilford Lodge, for 
which purpoſe the carriage is now or- 
dered; be aſſured, however, that the 
inſtant my ſiſter is reſtored to that ſtate 
of health in which I can with comfort 
leave her, I will fly to London, where 
I hope to find you well, and not leſs 
inclined to receive me as your future 
friend, than I am to indulge myſelf in 
E3 the 


1 n 


the pleafing expectation of acquiring in 
you a valuable addition to all thoſe en- 
joyments which are heightened by the 
participation of friendſhip; in the mean 
time my father defires me to direct you 
to the houſe of Mr. Miller, —ſtreet, 
in the City; where he hopes you will, 
be accommodated more to your ſatiſ- 
faction, than in our empty habitation 
in St. James's-ſquare. — Mr. Miller's 
family are prepared for your reception. 
We all join in offering you our moſt 
affectionate regards; and aſſure your- 
ſelf, my dear Confin, that I ſhall be 
happy, as ſoon as poſſible, to tell you 
in perſon, how ſincerely 
T am your faithful friend, 


MARIA DUDLEY. 


$ 


_ Park. 
tv 


The contents of this kind epiſtle re re- 
ored Edelfrida to herſelf again; the 


3 of en on the appa- 
Ten 


. 


| tent mortifying neglect of ber family, 
having very much diſcompoſed her for 
a few minutes. 

Mr. Henry Evelyne alſo read it; 
and returning it with a ſmile, ſaid: 
„J am ſure you will have the candour 
© to acknowledge, that haſty judg- 
© ments are frequently erroneous ;''— 
then bidding the poſtillion drive to Mr. 
Miller's, in the City, he congratulated 
Edelfrida on the friend ſhe had ſo fair a 
proſpect of finding in her coufin, Miſs 
Dudley. 

She thanked him, and added: you 
e very juſtly reproved me for conclud- 
ing raſhly ; tis the error of my life, 
I muſt confeſs : — and, perhaps, you 
** owe to it an opinion which certainly 
has not the ſanction of experience, or 

** the juſtification of knowledge.” 
2 Very true,” replied he, your re- 
** tort is perfectly juſt, on the principle 
of knowledge and experience z— I 
** have no claim to your good opinion; 
E 4 © but” 


1 
6e but if, indeed, I am ſo happy to poſ- 
<« ſeſs it, though the foundation be leſs 
* ſolid, ſtill let me retain it, till time 
* ſhall enable me either to confirm my 
ce title, or till you are convinced I am 
% unworthy of it, for your ſake as well 
« as my own. I hope that the facility 
* of which you accuſe yourſelf, 'in_ 
« forming opinions, may produce 
«only, as in the prefent caſe, ſurpriſe 
the moft ne, and pleaſute the 
'< moſt permanent.“ 

« thank you for the wiſh,” aid 
Edelfrida, ** and moſt heartily join in 
2 

461 ſay, amen ;” cried Mr, Evelyne, 
> « and here, behold, we are to reſign 
* our fair charge for the preſent ; for 
* the chaiſe ſtops.” 

“ Ere we part, however,” ſaid his 
brother, eagerly interrupting him, let 

* me aſk permiſſion to call in the morn- 
„ ing; the family will confider it as a 


4 _— piece of civility only.” 
T"_ I can 
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ee can have no objection,“ replied 
Edelfrida, and at that moment a ſer- 
vant opened the door, and immediately 
a young woman appeared at it, to re- 
ceive her expected gueſt. Edelfrida's 
name was alſo announced here by Mr. 
Evelyne's man; the miſtreſs of the 
houſe, as the travellers imagined her to 
be, advanced towards the chaiſe door, 
and with more civility than grace, wel- 
comed Miſs Edelfrida Dudley to Eng- 
land. I have expected you, added 
ſhe, theſe two hours, and really be- 
e gan to be terrified, leſt you had met 
&© with ſome accident.“ 

| Edelfrida [thanked 1. for her con- 
cern, though not with the ſame air of 
eaſy familiarity with which ſhe ex- 
preſſed it. This paſſed ere her fair gueſt 
could diſengage herſelf from the car- 
riage, during which time Miſs Miller, 
(for ſach ſhe proved to be) ſurveyed 
the two gentlemen with a curious 


glance, and Edelfrida would have taken 
E 5 leave 


e 


leave of them at the door, and was 
wiſhing them good night for that pur- 
poſe ; but Miſs Miller exclaimed : 
O dear! pray deſire the gentlemen 
eto walk in with you, Ma'am ; ſure I 
* ſhall be very happy in their compa» 
<* nies; or any friends of yours.” 
Mr. Evelynes bowed, — Edelfrida 
ſmiled, —and Miſs Miller repeating her 
invitation, they accepted it; and fol- 
lowed the ladies into the houſe, and 
into a well-furniſhed room up ſtairs, 
where they were all requeſted to ſit 
Miſs Miller then again addreſſed her- 
ſelf to Edelfrida, ſaying: Well, I 
<* proteſt Miſs Edelfrida Dudley, I am 
« exceſſively glad to ſee you ſafe ar- 
“ rived. Sir Edward wrote my father 
* word that you would be here as this 
« day; and 1 have been expecting 
% every carriage to ſtop at our door for 
* theſe two hours, as I told you,—vSir 
of en did not mention the gentle- 
men, 
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cc men, or 1 ſhould not have thought ſo 
© much of your being late; for when 
cc one has company, one does not mind 
cc the time ſo as when one is alone, or 
&« has only a ſervant, which I fancied 
„as your caſe.” 

It was my caſe, Ma'am,” replied 
Edelfrida, till I had the good fortune 
© to meet with theſe gentlemen on the 
© road. They relieved me from a diſ- 
© agreeable accident occaſioned by 
© an overturn of the chaiſe I was in; 
* and they were afterwards ſo obliging 
* to infiſt on ſeeing me ſafe to Lon» 
* don.” h 

* You will agree with us,” ſaid Mr. 
Evelyne, that in ſo doing, we were 
very obliging to ourſelves,” 

„O dear, yes indeed, Sir;” replied 

Miſs Miller, I dares to fay you had 
© great pleaſure in it; Miſs Edelfrida 
appears very agreeable.” 


Edelfrida bowed, but could fay no- 
E 6 thing 
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ching in return for this extraordinary 
compliment. Mr. Henry Evelyne caſt 
on her a fignificant look, then e 
2 * Miller, ſaid \, © 

* Fam convinced, Ma'am, that you 
= «will be confirmed in that opinion in 
10 the courſe of a very few hours; and 
8 «© truſt you will have the goodneſs to 
«Jet us hear it from) your own mouth, 
1c to-morrow z when, with your per- 
* miſfion, we propoſe ourſelves the 
00 pleaſure of enquiring after this lady's 
« health, and enjoying an hour of your 
* charming ſociety.” 
He uttered this ſpeech with a gravity 
which paſſed on Miſs Miller for real; 
and ſo charmed was ſhe with his vs! 
liteneſs, and his brother's ſtill hand- 
ſomer perſon, that ſhe accorded to both 
her full and free conſent to come as of- 
ten as they pleaſed and ſtay as long; 
ſhe even preſſed them to ſup with Miſs 
Dudley and herſelf; and when they 
323 themſelves, ſhe infiſted on their 

| dining 
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dining with them the next day; to 
which they readily conſented; then took 
their leave. 
They were no n gone, W the 
exclaimed: © Dear me, I never ſaw 
e two handſomer men in all my days 1 
& are they brothers, Ma'am?” 

Edelfrida NINE in the affrma- 
tive. 

I am ſure,” added ſhe, *© the one 
© who fat next you, is in love; don't 
*© you think ſo ?” 4 

Indeed,“ replied Edelfrida; mi- 
ling, though ſhe felt her cheek glow at 
the queſizon, * n * coed ry 
Men 

*© Well, welt; * ctied Miſs Miller, 
& if you can't, I think his eyes did.“ 

„ T dare ſay you are a better judge 
* of the ſymptoms of love,“ replied 
Edelfrida, affecting an air of unconeern, 
ce than I am. I ſaw nothing particular 
ee in his eyes, meet that they were 


very fine ones,” 
Ah! 


„ WW Þ 
% Ah! you are ſly; but we ſhall be 
* better acquainted, and then, perhaps, 
« you'll tell me more of your mind.” 
Never; ſaid Edelfrida, mentally, and 
the converſation was concluded by the 
entrance of Mr. Miller, a plain looking 
man, about fifty, unaffected in his dreſs 
and manner. He welcomed Sir Ed- 
ward Dudley's niece to his houſe with a 
| reſpectful gravity, and hoped her ftay 
in it would be perfectly — to 
herſelf. 

* Edelfrida returned his civility with 
her-accuſtomed grace and ſweetneſs ; 
and he then entered into the particulars 
of her journey; which ſhe gave him in 
2 very ſhort and ſimple recital of all 
that had oceurted on the road, not for- 
getting her introduction to Mr. Eve- 
lynes, in whoſe praiſe Miſs Miller 
launched forth with great volubility ; 
but to which her father paid little re- 
gard, except to ſay, that he hoped Mifs 
Dudley 
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Dudley would receive her friends ben 


ever ſhe pleaſed. 
Edelfrida thanked Mr. Miller, a 
whom ſhe was much leſs diſpleaſed, 
than with his pert, affected, vulgar” 
daughter; he attempted to appear only 
what he was, a plain, honeſt tradeſman z 
while Miſs aped the airs of a fine lady, 
with manners ſo ill calculated for ſuc- 
ceſs, that the failure rendered her per- 
fectly ridiculous ; her only merit ſeem - 
ed to be a fund of good humour, which 
was rather the reſult of inſenſibility, than 
the offspring of benevolence. 
Edelfrida was too penetrating not 
to obſerve this, and the habit of form- 
ing an haſty opinion, operated to make 
her judge not favourably of her- new 
acquaintance, Miſs Miller; but as her. 
reſidence in her father's houſe gave her 
an unhoped for opportunity of ſeeing 
more of Mr. Henry Evelyne, ſhe: could 
not regret it, though her companion was- s 


fatiguing 
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katiguing and even nee through 
eee 

Supper now ſtopped the torrent of 
nonſenſe Miſs Miller poured forth, by 
employing her in entertaining Edelfrida 
with more fubſtantial fare, than her 
flimſey chat. Plenty rather than ele- 
gance prefided at Mr. Miller's table, 
and a hearty welcome ſupplied the place 
of that, more flattering politeneſs, 
which gracefully implies, what the 
other coarſly expreſſes. 

Edelfrida was really weary in body 
as well as in mind, and therefore ſeized 
the firſt moment ſhe could, with civility, 
to requeſt Miſs Miller S leave, to retire 
to her appartement. 

* My daughter, ſaid Mr. Milter, 
l- br uß the whole night; but, 
*for my part, I like ſober hours; my 
*# bufſneſs obliges me to riſe early, and 

<'my health calls upon me to go to bed 


2. Sr likewiſe ; but I beg Ma'am, that 
6 you 


u F 


ce you vill conſult your on inclination 


&© only, while you ſtay with us.” 
Lou are very good, Sir,“ replied. 

Edelfrida; -I am accuſtomed to early 

“hours; but, I prefume, I muſt: ſoon 


* learn to accommodate myſelf to more 
&© faſhionable ones. Miſs Miller, I 


% dare ſay, will tell me that it is im- 


ec poſſible to live in London, without 
6 inſenfibly falling into the cuſtoms 
* which, prevail in it; and I am told 


«.that of 0 ee night into wc is 


« almoſt arbitrary.” ene 

« At the other end of the town, too 
© much ſo,” ſaid Mr. Miller; “but 4 
« totally diſapprove of tranſplanting 
ce the cuſtoms and manners of the great 


. 


- 


e and faſhionable, into the City. 1 | 


think our citizens would be wiſer to 


* wait till they have gained a fortune 
* ſufficient to enable them to remove 
* from the ſcene of induſtry in which 
they originate ; they might then with 

« a bet» 
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de à better grace plunge into diſſipation 
cc and folly.” 
© You'll think my father very old 
* faſhioned,” ſaid Miſs Miller, pertly. 

c So much the better, child,” replied 

he; © I only defire to be thought 
* honeſt and ſincere in all my dealings; 
* and if your head ran leſs upon faſhion 
© and folly, you would ſtand a chance 
* of being more reſpectable in your 
« {tation.” 
Miſs Miller, who diſliked this ftrain 
of converſation; now roſe, and, taking 
2 candle, offered to light Edelfrida to 
her room ; an offer which was im- 
mediately accepted. She wiſhed Mr. 
Miller good night, and followed his 
daughter, who ſtaid with her till ſhe 
was undrefled, complaining of the odd 
notions her father had picked up ſome 
where or other. She then left her to 
repoſe in peace. 


CHAP. 
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cHAPTER VII. 


FT ER enjoying the moſt un- 
inrerrupted and refreſhing ſleepy 
Edelfrida roſe the next morning in 
the pleaſing expectation of ſeeing Mr. 
Henry Evelyne. She found Miſs Mil- 
ler ready to receive her; and being 
joined by Mr. Miller, after the compli- 
ments of the morning were over on 
all ſides, they ſeated themſelves at the 
breakfaſt table, where Edelfrida di- 
verted herſelf with the ſtriking contraſt 
between the father and daughter: the 
former ſcarcely uttered a ſentence in a 
quarter of an hour; the other never 
ceaſed to rattle with the moſt flippant 
thoughtleſſneſs, grave, cold, and ſen- 
tentious. Mr. Miller condemned the 
vices and follies of the age, while his 
daughter ran on in praiſe of its plea- 


{ures and refinements, none of which 
ſhe 
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The had a taſte to enjoy, though ſhe 
fighed with envy and regret to ſee 
others in poſſeſſion of them ;—her dreſs. 
proved that ſhe had a turn for expence ; 
and her vanity indicated her belief, 
that ſhe only wanted opportunities of 
ſhining and being admired like the 
beauties ſhe ſaw ſometimes, and heard 
frequently of, though in fact her per- 
ſonal attractions were almoſt as few as 


ber mental ones; but a certain ſelf 


complacency, which ignorant and vain 
people generally poſſeſs, kept Miſs 
Miller in good humour with herſelf, 
When breakfaſt ended, Mr. Miller 
retired to his counting-houſe, leaving 
Edelfrida and his daughter to need 
themſelves. | 
i wiſh the gentlemen would ig 
faid the latter, for then we might 
*© take a walk out, you know; it's ſo 
* dull in this here ſtreet, you'll be 
« quite moped ; beſides, as it's a great 
4 *while fince you was in London, there 
'F | | 981 * 18 
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ce js a deal of things to ſhew you, and 
« | ſhould be ſo glad if I could enter- 
„ tain you, you can't. think.“ 4 
«© I am greatly indebted to your 
* good inclinations towards me, re- 
plied Edelfrida; “ but I affure yon 
I feel no want of amuſement. 
© You're very good to ſay ſo, re- 
turned Miſs Miller ; “ and I am ſure I 
&© ſhould never be tired of your com- 
e pany ;- but then, when one has a. 
friend with one, one likes to go out 
© with them; and to be ſure I could 
* ſend to Mr. Parrot's, and defire Miſs 
* Peggy and her brother John to walk 
about with us; but I muſt own, the 
* gentlemen I ſaw. laſt night are much 
** more genteeler, and I dare ſay you 
* would like their company better.? 
] beg,” ſaid Edelfrida, afraid of 
being dragged through the ſtreets by 
way of diverſion, *© I beg, on my ac» 
count you will not ſend to any one. 
2 It Mr. Evelynes come in time, I am 
+34 ny certain 
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te certain they will go out with us; if 
not, ſome other day will do quite 
„ as well.” hay 

To this Miſs Miller agreed, and de- 
fired Edelfrida would favour her with 
à tune on the piano-forte, ** for I am 
<© ſure you can play,” added ſhe. 
1 do play a little,” replied Edel- 
frida'; © ſo I preſume you do, and 
** muſt beg you to ſet me the example.” 
This was all Mis Miller aimed at; 
therefore, without heſitation, ſhe ſeated 
herſelf at the inſtrument, and began a 
long dull leſſon, through which ſhe 
was bllundering when in walked Mr. 
Evelynes. She ſtarted up with affected 
confuſion ; but Mr. Evelyne, having 
paid his compliments to Edelfrida, 
turned to her, and with an air of gaiety 
led her back to her ſeat, ſaying, © Let 
« us not interrupt harmony, I intreat 
1 you.” Gratified by the flighteſt at- 
" tention from a man of ſuch an elegant 


wm in appearance, Miſs Mil- 
| ler 
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ler reſumed her place, and again 
thumped the poor inſtrument moſt 
unmercifully, while Mr. Evelyne ſtood 
over her exclaiming Bravo!” every 
minute; meanwhile Mr. Henry Eve- 
lyne was whiſpering ſoft things in the 
ear of the bluſhing Edelfrida.—When 
Miſs Miller thought ſhe had ſufficiently 
charmed her auditors, ſhe got up, and 
defired Miſs Dudley would now oblige 
them by playing. Edelfrida, to avoid 
importunity, or perhaps not diſpleaſed 
to have fo fair an occaſion of exhibiting 
her own excellence, in contraſt with 
Miſs Miller's total want of taſte and 
execution, roſe from her ſeat to comply 
with the requeſt, There was an air of 
conſcious ſuperiority about her as ſhe 
moved to the inſtrument, which diſ- 
played a trait in her character Mr. 
Henry Evelyne had had no opportunity 
of obſerving before; but that it did not 
eſcape him now, Edelfrida was feelingly 
convinced by a reptoving glance from 
his 


. 
his eye, which» ſremed to- ſay, % Fhe 
triumph is unworthy of vou,“ This 
Mas, the firſt. look which bad not be- 
trayed approbation andy admiration; 
aud chile in eee merten 
her riſing vani y 
During ber reſidenoe ip Italy, her fa- 
ther, who was anxious to render her as 
perſect in all reſpects as poſſible, bad, at 
a great expence, procured maſters to in- 
ſtruct her in every branch of female 
education. IT They gd what Was 
before begun 1 in England. Hi: {7448 
For muſic ſhe. had a brilliant genius, 
and ſoon, played in the firſt ſtyle, She 
now. however touched the keys with 
unuſual diffidence; but the harmony 
that touch produced, ſoon drew forth 
the warmeſt. commendations. 
The features of Mr. Henry Evelyne 
relaxed and their expreſſion was delight. 
At the united entreaties of the bro- 
chers, Edelfrida continped to play for 


4 men. accompanied 
the 


t „1 


che instrument wick bet voice im ws 
or three beautiful airs which ſhe had 
brought with her. Miſs Miller mean 
time, having no mufic in her foul, 
grew weary of the praiſe beſtowed. on 
her gueſt, and, on pretence of not 
fatiguing ny; propoied a * rig 
gentlemen, | | 
A walk ! my dear Ma am,“ replied 
Mr. Evelyne, with an air of ſurpriſe. 
“O yes,” returned the, ** ſuppoſe 
* we go to the park ; Miſs Edelfrida 
„will like the park vaſtly, Iam'\ſure.? 
But tis impoſſible, ſaid Mr. Eve- 
lyne, that either Miſs Dudley or you 
„ thould walk to the yoory it's * 
% journey.“ 1 ti 
A journey,“ replied the, g; 
„la! Sir, I have walked it a thouſand 
times, and oftener. I dare ſay Miſs 
. Dudley wont be at all tired; but if 
* the is, we can call a an 'you 
** know, to come home in.“ 
Had we nat better call a a coach to 
vol 1. F gg 
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go in,“ ſaid he; our fair friend is not 
d aceuſtomed to walk through London 
5 ſtreets; nd: imma be ſo h 
« ro her. dove tutors + 
O dear yes, if vou pleaſe” 247 168 
Miſs Miller, © I'll ſend our ſervant. to 
get one 

*© I do not like a iden oft your 
© going in a hackney coach, nor do l 
* think Miſs Miller a proper com- 
% .-panion out of this houſe, however 
« harmleſs ſhe may be in ad * Mr. 

Henry Evelyne. | 

Miſs Miller was gone to — the 
ich, when this ſpeech was made. 
If you recollect,“ replied Edel- 
frida, ] am ſo entirely a. ſtranger, 
** that-it js very immaterial with whom 


* am ſeen,” T 

its Tre you are at nfl a ow 
66 ger,” returned he; but as it is 
ff poſſible, that by ſome accident you 
* may be obſerved, and recollected 
65 again when you appear in a proper 
955 1155 ſituation 
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-firuation| with Lady Dudley, you wilt 
perhaps find ſome one or other curi- 
ous and impertinent enough to en- 
4 quire who you were with in the park 
don ſuch a morning. Vou little know 
„how difficult it will be to anſwer 
© theſe: queſtions. Truſt me, yongvill 
diſdover that Harry Exelyne is as 
© ;jn6gmficant as «Miſs: Miller ing the 
grand mond... 
I really believe, ſaid Edelfrida, 
that you are aſhamed of walking 
& with us““ * 2114-0 Bet Mück! 
That, without doubt, muſt be the 
* caſe;” replied he, ſmiling; and lead - 
ing her to the glaſs, he continued, 
© aſk the odject before you, if it ĩs to 
be wondered at: who could think of 
© appearing with ſuch a graceleſs ſigute 
abroad)? but however; \aukward and 
ugly as you are, I will truſt myſcif 
5 with yqu ; and to Frederick we will 
commit the cate of Miſs Miller, who 
nl 8.01 eee ee 5 ih 


if "4 « 5 
. SALDLE SIE 


is doubtleſs adorning herſelf for the 
** excurſion, by her long abſence.” 
A am really much obliged to you,” 


+ returned Mr. Evelyne, for the agree- 


able taſk you have aſſigned me; ſuch 
_ < is ever the fate of the poor fool who 
* thruſts himſelf into the company and 
cc confidence of his love. ſtriken friends; 3 
5© however, remember, Harry, I am 
«© intitled to your good offices on a like 
<< occaſion, if ever I ſhould den in a . 
cc tion to claim them.“ 
* Depend upon me,” faid his brother. 
Miſs Miller entered, and ſtopped all 
further converſation on the ſubject. 
She was armed for conqueſt in a moſt 
faſhionable bonnet, a ſuperb cloak, and 
all the neceſſary appendages to render 
her dreſs complete; and ſurveying her- 
ſelf as ſhe paſſed the glaſs, her counte- 
nance beſpoke her perfect ſatis faction. 
Her eyes were then turned on the 


1 3 on Mr. Eve- 


lyne, 
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lyne; for his brother ſhe looked upon 
as already diſpoſed of. ä 
„ Come, Miſs Edelfrida,” ſaid ſhe, 
© wont you get ready d the coach will 
ebe here in a minute 
That minute will fuffice for me,“ 
replied Edelfrida; and away ſhe went 
to fetch her cloak and gloves. 
It's a charming fine morning,” 
ſaid Miſs Miller; and will be fo 
© pleaſant in the park; don't you think 
6 fo, Sir.“ | 
*©, Certainly,” replied Mr. Evelyne, 
t jn ſuch ſociety * — muſt be a 
« paradiſe.” 

I am ſure you think fo too, „ Sir,” 
ſaid Miſs Miller (ſmirking at this compli- 
ment) to Mr. Henry Evelyne, at whom 
ſhe affected to look fignificantly. He, 
provoked at her perſevering folly in 
going out, only bowed; and at the 
ſame inſtant the coach arrived, and 
Edelfrida re- entered the room. Im- 


ne they ſet out on their ä 
Aids F 3 the 


Ew? 

the park! Ab che bottom of Piccadilly 
they left their coach; and Mr. Evelyne 
taking charge of Miſs Miller, While his 
brother attached himſelf 16 Edelfridd, 
they walked up the mall. Nr. Hehry 
Evelyne did not, however, appear as 
uſual, {6 much delighted with an oppor- 
tunity of entertaining his lovely com- 
panion without obſervation!. He talted 
but Attle, I0okedt uneaſy, and was ex- 
etedingly conſtrained in his manners; 
Which was far from being batural to 
bim, at leaſt when he was conderſing 
with his friends and favorites? 
As London was at this time: ver) 
empty; they met but feu people of 'iny 
not during their walk; but to thoſe 
few; Edelfridu was an object of curious 
enquiry, as far as weir eyes could gratiſy 
heir crioſtty; one gentleman” in pars 
ticular ſeemer'unwilling to loſe fight of 
the beauty which had powerfully at- 


tracted him; and en him Mr. Henry 


om darted a look of fierce defiance, 
2 1 +4 l which, 
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which, however, did not anſwer the 
purpoſe for which it was intended, that 
of relieving Edelfrida from a diſagreea- 
ble and diſtreſſing obſervation. This 
circumſtance, together with the gloomy 
humour which had taken poſſeſſion of 
her companion, rendered the walk fat 
from pleaſant; and i they returned to 
their coach again without having experi- 
enced the exhilarating qualities of air 
and exerciſe, except Miſs Miller, whoſt 
natural levity was heightened, by what 
ſheſuppoſed, the admiration of a man 
of faſhion and fortune. Mr. Evelyne, 
however, was not more rejoiced” than 
his brother evidently was, to find him- 
ſelf: once again on the way to Mr. Mil- 
ler's houſe. Edelfrida ſaw. the reluc- 
tance with which Mr. Henry Evelyne 
had accompanied them out with ſur- 
Priſe, and not much pleaſure, for ſhe 
was totally at a loſs to gueſs from 
whence it n . 


'F 4 CHAP. 
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for their dreſs, ſpent the reſt of 
the * Mr. Miller's; in the courſe of 
which Mr. Henry Evelyne recovered 
his wonted good humour, and endea- 
voured with even more aſſiduity than 
heretofore to render himſelf agreeable 
20. Edelfrida. He perceived: a little 
cloud upon her brow, the cauſe of 
which be gueſſed z yer he attempted 
not to enplain what he was conſcious 
had diſpleaſed her: he rather aimed at 


making her forget that ſhe bad been 


diſpleaſed at all; in which he ſucceeded 
Jo: well, that ere the hour of retiring 
ame, ſhe was in the moſt perfect har- 
mony of ſpirits. She played and ſung 
the greateſt part of the evening; and 
at length found Mr. Henry Evelyne's 


company ſo neceſſary to her, that ſhe 
RW, K 1 indulged 
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indulged the moſt agreeable ideas of 
being united to him. This inward ſatiſ- 
faction diffuſed over her features a luſ- 
tre fo mild and captivating, that he 
gized With mcteafing tenderneſs upon 
her; every look and geſture proclaimed 
the influence ſhe” maintained over His 
mind: and her own became inſenfibly 
riveted to him fo firmly, that ſhe con- 
fidered happineſs ff inſeparable from her 
union With a eee 03 11G 

Hie tore kimſelf away Ab 
but not without a" ar chat he 
ſhould find the ces at bome ity the 
morning. 65 A 26 I 3 01 10 
When the gentlemen wells gone, 
Edelfrida oomplained of being flecpy, 
as an excuſe to get quit of her trouble. 
ſome ecompamon, Mifs Miller, w 
took the Hut, and left her to herſelf} 
not Jeſs delighted; though wich lefs 
reaſon to be fo, w_ yo C 
of the paſt(day; oo 4 
* W to His, che bro- 
” Fs thers 


, rs — 


Jou are very Rev Sir, re 
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tkers made their appearance at Mr, 


Miller's in the morning; and Miſs 
Miller, contented to enjoy Mr. Eve- 
lyne's ſociety at home, made no effort 


to walk in the park again; but ere 


they took their leave for that day, ſhe 
begged they would go to the play on 
the following evening with Miſs Edel- 
Frida and herſelf, for, that it was 
quite ſhocking to ſhut her friend up, 
now that the was come to London.” 
„eau anſwer for Miſs Dudley,” 
eried Mr. Henry Evelyne, with quick- 


- meſs} that ſhe does not wiſh to go 


into public at preſent: the plays are 
Avery flat; ad mh is no Wen 
in town now.“ ces ar Exe) 9 
plied 
Edelfrida, reproachfully; but had 
you permitted me to ſpeak for my- 


4 ſelf, perhaps I e 2 


4 à different opinion. 
The truth was —ſhe had no abend 


deſire to go to the play ; but recollect- 
"£1201 : » | ing 
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mg the morning they had walked in 
the park, and remarking the ſame un- 
willingneſs on the part of the gentle- 
man to enter into this ſcheme, her 
curioſity was rouſed to diſcover the 
ſource of this reluctance; ſhe therefore 
reſolved on een _ Miller's 


propoſal. 
Her reply bad Stet Mr. 
Henry Evelyne 


The liberty of ſpeaking for you, 
% Ma'am,” ſaid he, with great gravity, 
« I confeſs, was unpardonable; nor 
“ ſhould I have taken it, had I not 
* thought your ſentiments on this ſub- 
«« je& were the ſame as my own ; but 
if, on the contrary, you ſee no im- 
© propriety in thus preſenting yourſelf 
to the public eye, I ſhall not pre- 
© ſume nn to mn the * 
* with you.” 04) d 

£0 dear!” cried ' Miſs Miller, 
* there can be no impropriety; I am 
** ſure, in going to the play; good, 

F 6 «© gracious 
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© gracious: Sir, how formal you are! 
hy I ge with Miſs Parrot and her 
brother very often, and we get home 
a, Again as ſafe as can be.” 
Mr. Henry Evelyne bit bis lips, 
and: looked out of patience with her 
ſtupidity and folly ; good manners, 
however, kept him from explaining, 
that ſhe herſelf, amongſt otber reaſons, 
was an objection to 3 going 
| ag: 4;t 10 
Mr. Evelyne, who | was milder in 
his exprefion both of ſentiments and 
Counteharice,' now took up the ſubject, 
and ſaid, he was afraid the ladies, 
uuleſs they could enlarge their party, 
would find it very diſagreeable getting 
into the play- houſe, it not being in his, 
der his brother's power to attend them 


there; though, if they determined to 
go, they would both make a point of 
being there in time to ſee them ſafe 
— again.“ We have,” added he, 
6 engagement for to- 


5 2 1 «© morrow, 


{ wy ] 


« motrow, which will detaim u Kl. 
c near nine o'clock? 0119 02 LO 

„OJ ea make à party,“ replied | 
Mifs Miller; “leave that to me; Wiſs. 
« Edeifrida ſhalt not be difippoitited, 
I am determined.” i 12-9329! BARE 

By chis time Edelfride was angry 
wich herſelf, for taking the matter up 
in the manner ſ had done; but her 
pride would not (eller heretieseEnYW 
ledge it; ſhe therefore remained filent, 
leaving it to Mr. Evelyne and Miſs 
Miller to ſettle it as they pleaſed, the 
ſame ſort of ſentiment operating on 
Mr. Henry Evelyne, who, conſcious 
that he had a motive for wiſhing her to 
ſtay at home, beyond what he ehoſe to 
expreſs, attended with an haup hty kind 
of referve to what had paſſed; and 
when it was agreed, that he and his 
brother ſhould join the ladies at Drury- 
lane the following evening, he bowed 
aſſent, and ſoon after took his leave. 

There was an evident ſtruggle be- 
i f tween 
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tween his ſpirit and his tendernefs, ere 
he left the houſe; but Edelfrida aſſum- 
ing an air of dignified reſerve to con- 
ceal her embaraſſment, he checked 


bhimſelf almoſt in the act of uttering 


that ſoothing language which ſeldom 
fails to tranquillize the mind to which 
it ĩs directed. They parted therefore, 


apparently, on terms of Sold civility, 


While each in their heart ardently wiſhed 


i o baniſh} all ſhow of reſentment, and 


reſume their wonted * and. cheerful- 
neſs. 

Edelfrida Wind 0 ſome time to 
conquer the vexation ſhe felt, but in 
vain; trifle as it was, and certain to be 
forgotten, ſhe could not reſiſt the im- 
preſſion it made on her feelings; her 
pride and ſenſibility were wounded. 


She found a little mean ſuſpicion lurk- 


ing in her mind of the man to whom 
the had given ber afſections; but yet 
the accuſed herſelf of — n 
ee with him. | 


431 „ She 


f 155 1 


Sbe made her eſcape to her own 
room as ſoon as poſſible, in order to re- 
lieve the oppreſſion of ſpirit ſne could 
not overcome. She wept. for, a, con-: 
ſiderable time; and in this mdulgenes 
found great pleaſure. The idea of her 
ſit uation once more became painful to 
ber; and this little incident converted 
all the brighter images of her imagina- 
tion, which Mr. Henry Evelyne's avowed 
attachment had created, again into the 
gloomy habit of deſpair with which ſhe 
ſet out from Nice. The ſober light of 
reaſon had as yet gained but little aſ- 
cendeney over her. The time was not 
arrived, when the neceſſity of regulat- 
ing her extreme ſenſibility was to occur 
to her. Her , underſtanding, . though 
ſuperior, was not yet ſufficiently ma- 
tured to, govern her. inclinations; and 
ſhe felt not the propriety of, oppoſing 
the ſtrength of thoſe intellectual facul- 
ties which Heaven had endowed her 
Jeb "21 18h if) i With 
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With to the weakneſs of her nature, 
or the eaprice of her humour. 

On the evening of this tedious day, 
Her thoughts were a little diverted from 
the ſubje& of the morning's vexation, 
by the arrival of her old ſervant, who 
had been directed by Sir Edward Dud- 
wy porter where to find her young 

miſtreſs. | 
F FThis worthy and effeftionate woman 
came to take leave of Edelfrida, having 
procured 4 place in the family of Lord 
Walton, to whoſe ſeat in the country 
the was foon to fer out, where her 
ſtation was to be houſe keeper. 11 
E delfrida received her with pleaſure, 
_ Intereſted herfelf warmly in her affairs, 
promiſed to write conſtantly to her, 
and when the took leave, embraced her 
with tenderneſs, * * 2 at the 
nene LEE 24" n 

Such were the Arvind <4 <ufions of 
an uncorrupted heart; and when ' the 


obeyed its dictates, ſhe never erred ; 
but 


® 


* 
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but ſeventeen is not the age from 
which is to be expected undeviating 
propriety. 46624 

In her preſent frame of eh Edel- 
frida found the, converſation of Miſs 
Miller extremely fatiguing; but.hav- 
ing no reſource, ſhe was compelled to 
ſubmit; for having no correſpondents, 
except Mr. Marr, to whom ſhe had 
written immediately on her arrival, ſhe 
could not plead the neceſſity of writing 
as an excuſe for not attending to filly 
remarks, and a. vulgar affectation of ex- 
ceflive gentility, which is ever diſguſt- 
ing to the ee n.. and en 
lightened. 
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(CHAPTER IX. 


F188 MILLER, Ment upon go. 
| ing to the play, took all the 
te ſteps towards the accompliſh- 
ment of her purpoſe. She ſent to her 


friend, Miſs Partot, begging ſhe and 


ner brother would be of the party; but 
unluckily the lady was indiſpoſed, and 
ker brother engaged on buſineſs m—_ 
could not be neglectet. 
This, however, did not n 
1 ſhe reſolved that one of her fa- 
ther's clerks ſhould attend them to their 
places, and that when they were ſafe 
there, they ſhould do very well till Mr. 


Evelynes joined them. 

Edelfrida, who knew nothing of the 
matter, was ſatisfied with this arrange: 
ment, and conſented to go, though ſhe 
felt more inclined to ſtay at home, but 
that ſhe thought would be making a 
TAK. conceſſion 
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eonceſſion to Mr. Henry e 
which her pride forbade. to 1 

The only feats Miſs Miller could pro- 
cure, notwithſtanding the indefarigable 
pains ſhe had taken, were in the upper 
boxes; but as Edelfrida was ignorant 
of any diſtinction, ſne made no objec- 
tion to the ſituation allotted them. Miſs 
Miller informed her that it was unneceſ- 
ſary to dreſs, therefore they both pre- 
pared to go in their hats, with, or with · 
out which was the only difference Edel- 
frida's deep mourning would fuffer her 
to make in her appearance 
At the hour appointed then, they 
got into an hackney coach, attended by 
one of the clerks, and arrived at the 
Theatre ſome time before the curtain 
drew up. The play was Shakeſpeare's 
Twelfth-Night, a piece ſo. replete with 
genuine beauties, that its repreſentation 
can never fail to afford the higheſt en- 
tertainment, particularly when the cha- 
racters are ſo admirably filled as at 
Drury 


s 


Drury Lane. Edelfrida, to whom this 

ſpecies of amuſement was altogether 
new — entered at once into the fpirit 
of the performance, and loſt all recol - 
lection of the diſagrecable feelings ſhe 
came with. 

She had read, and ee eee been 
delighted with the productions of our 
immortal bard, but to ſee his genius ſo 

inimitably pourtray d, to hear the bright 
flaſhes of his humour, the happy origi- 
nality of his expreſſion, ſo juſtly and 
ſeelingly pronounced; now animated 
her natural vivacity, now touched thoſe 
eords of ſenſibility which vibrate from 
the heart, and wrapt in the pleaſing en- 
thuftaſm, ſhe: had neither eye nor ear 
for any object off the ſtage till the ſe- 
condꝭ act ended; then turning to ſpeak 
to Miſs Miller, the perceived that the 
ſeats which had been intended for the 
two Mr. Evelynes, were occupied by 
two —_ whoſe drefs em — 
es Dal ietdinbt c had 
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had an air of gaiety which Edelfrida had 
not obſerved in the company who fat 
below; but yet ſhe knew too little of 
London to diſcover what they really 
were. On the next bench behind them 
were alſo ſome young men, who on 
Edelfrida's turning her head, ſeemed to 
regard her with ſcrutinizing eyes, and 
amongſt them, ſhe perceived the 
perſon who had ſo rudely ſtared at her 
in the park. She now began to feel 
ſome little alarm, and to wiſh heartily 
that ſhe had been directed by Mr. 
Henry Evelyne's advice; it was, how- 
ever, too late, and her fears encreaſed 
every moment; for the women began 
to titter aud whiſper, and the men at» 
tempted to ſpeak to her, particularly 
the one whoſe boldneſs had before of- 
fended her, even while ſhe was pro- 
tected by the preſence of a gentleman. 
Once . alarmed; her feelings converted 
every thing around her into the moſt 
gigantic object of terror; and with ex: 

2 treme 


„ 
treme difficulty Miſs Miller prevailed 
upon her to remain in the box, by re- 
preſenting to her the impoſſibility of 
getting away by themſelves, without 
encountering every thing that was diſ- 
agreeable. Edelfrida ſaw that Miſs 
Miller was even diſtreſſed by: their ſitu- 
ation, and knowing that her ſenſe of 
propriety was not very delicate, ſhe na- 
turally coneluded, that it muſt, indeed, 
be very mortifying, when her com- 
2 elt it m 0077 9 16 2001 
The curtain drew up 8 
Edelfrids could no longer find any en- 
tertainment from the performance. Her 
agitation was too vifible to eſcape the 
notice of thoſe who cauſed it, and they 
ſremed to delight themſelves with aug · 
menting it, by a thouſand offenſive fa- 
miliarities, which wounded her pride 
and her delicacy to a degree of agony. 
No Mr. Evelynes appeared, and 
Edelfrida began to think they would 
not come; in their 'preſence ſhe [reſted 
£11197? ſolely 
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ſolely for relief from her preſent emba⸗ 
raſſment ; yet, though: ſthe caſt her eye 
anxiouſly towards the door every mo- 
ment ſhe dreaded. the diſgrace. of be- 
ing found in ſuch company. She 
thought, with; the moſt acute vexation, 
of the. figure the. ſhould make ta Mr. 
Henry Evelyne, after having rejected 
his advice with ſo much hauteur ;. and 
thus every way ſhe was doomed to ſuf- 
fer the effects of her folly, in following 
the dictates of an idle curioſity and an 
injurious ſuſpicion. 
The man who was moſt bent upon 
forcing himſelf on Edelfrida's attention, 
was one of thoſe bucks who infeſt pub- 
lic places, to the great annoyance of all 
ſober _ perſons who , with, to enjoy the 
ſpectacle quietly, His courage and vi- 
vacity were the tranſient effects of wine; 
and ſuch was bis prudence, that he 
rarely attacked thoſe who might have 
endangered his perſonal ſafety, by pay- 
ing bim for his wit with a cane, the 
only 
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only return that was due to it. From 
Edelfrida he had no ſuch retort to ex- 
pect; he therefore petfiſted in diſtreſ. 
fing her L admiring the beautiful va- 
riety of countenante his on itmperti- 
nanee created. He preſſed ber to eat 
fruit; praiſed her eyes and her com- 
plexion, and attempted frequently ' to 
ſeine her hand; whilft' the two ladies 
laughed and exulted in the ſcene. 
No longer able to control her im- 
patience to be gone, the play no ſooner 
ended, than Edelfrida declared to Miſs 
Miller, that ſhe would not ſtay another 


moment. Miſs Miller feeing her ter- 


tor, and apprehenſive of its conſe- 
quences, roſe to accompany her, and 
they got out of the box; but ſcarcely 
were they on the other ſide, than Edel- 
frida found her tormentor at her elbow, 
begging to have the pleaſure of attend - 
ing her Home! She ſnatched her hand 
fratn im indignantly-and deſired he 
Curt vids bite eee aul 
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would not give himſelf the trouble of 
following them, as they choſe to go by 
themſelves.” He then © vowed he 
would not-leave her, for that ſhe was 
the moſt angelic creature he had ever 
ſeen, and he was reſolved to be — 
acquainted with her.“ 
Her ſpirit would no * 8 
itſelf, and ſhe burſt into tears. By this 
time they were in the lobby; but no 
one happened to be near them; and 
how to get to a coach without this in- 
corrigible man, Miſs Miller knew not. 
Edelfrida was wholly incapable of re- 
flection, fear and vexation had ſo en- 
tirely overpowered her. Trembling, 
and ready to ſink, ſhe had taken hold 
of Miſs Miller, while her troubleſome 
attendant, attempted to ſupport her, 
and actually Pat his arm round her 
waiſt. 
In that moment the Mr. Evelynes 
appeared. But what was their aſtoniſh- 
ment to behold Edelfrida in this fitua- 

Vol. 1, G tion l 
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tion! Her mortification was nen, 
though her fears ſubñdec. 
O dear “ ezelamed Miſs Miller, 
Ini glad you're come, for Miſs 
„ Eqelfrids is-ſo frighted, and this here 
4 gentleman would follow us“. 

„Would follow you, repeated Mr. 
Henry Breiyne-. By what authority 
do you preſume; Sir,” faid be ce him, 
4 to diſtreſs this jad y'? 
„What the devil,“ replied the other, 
have not a right to ſpeak to à pretty 
* woman, if I pleaſe?“ vai o 188 | 

4 Inſolent puppy, eried the in- 
dignant Henry, ſeizing him by the 
arm, and twirling him to the other ſide 
the lobby with great force. ' Then tak- 
ing Eaeltridu by the hand, he led her 
towards the door, —_— his brother 
to calbupra>coachs (1 no ones 
But the r a 
good deal inflamed by the liquor he 
bad drank; felt himfelf fo! much in- 
ye by . 


— manded 


T 123 1 


manded ſatisfaction in 4 moſt bluſter- 
ing ſtyle. Mu Henry Evelyne o,, 
put kis haud in his pocket, fram whence 
he drew forth a tieket, chich che pre- 
ſented to his opponent; laying haughtily, 
«© There, Sir, is my addreſs, if you have 
d any further commands with me;“ 
then without further ceremony pro- 
ceeded to the caach with his fair corn - 
panion, whoſe apprehenſions were now 
transferred from herſelf to him. She 
had not yet ſpoken; for ſhe knew not 
what to ſay. Ovetwkelmed wü a 
conſciouſneſs of haying acted abfurdly 
in the firſt inſtance, and agoniged with - 
the apprehenſion of having drawn Mr. 
Henry Evelyne into perhaps a dangerous 
rencountre, ſhe was wholly: incapable of 
. uttering 2 ſyllable. [I bus cuveted with 
ſhame for herſelf, and 4rembling-with 
- anxiety for him, ſhe toak her ſcat in 
the coach, Miſs Miller being already 
in it. The gentlemen followed bs fi- 
lent as herſelf. But Miſs Miller, Whoſe 
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fears were no more, and whoſe feelings 
were tolerably callous, had no idea of 
the ſentiments and reflections which 
occupied the | reſt; of the party, there- 
fore reſolved to indulge her uſual pro- 
penſity to talk, if they would not.— 
„ Well; I vow;” ſaid ſhe, I was 
never more frightened in all my life, 
* than I have been this evening; thoſe 
** men were ſo rude; and Miſs Edel- 
4 Tee looked ſo, ſhockingly, chat J 
% expected. every mr > TOS: ſhe 
A would nt away” e 
% ſhould. bave had very ts len 
4% Ma'am, replied. Mr. Henry Evelyne, 
** that you would have put yourſelf 
te and Miſs Dudley into a ſiuation ſo 
© Arikingly improper. The alarm you 
Hbave ſuſtained is even leſs than you 
*-hadreaſon-to expect, confidering the 
bf ligbt in which you have appeared.“ 
Miss Miller was going to defend 
berſelf : but Edeifrida burſting into 
tears, * the . of her tongue, 
and 
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Mr. „Meny Evelyne felt meines to 
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treat the affair. r. 

« My dear Miſs Dudley fi he, 
preſſing her hand to his boſom, your 
« ſenſibility inflicts on your more than 
an adequate puniſhment for any tri- 
{© fling offence againſt propriety; ſpare 
* yourſelf and me then the pain of 
* thrs agitation of ſpirits, which is the 
© conſequence of conſidering in too 
*.ſertous a light what has happened; 
** think of it no more, my Edelfrida; 
you were ignorant of the difagreeable 
© attendants to which women are ex- 
* poſed in public, without they take a 
protector with them, and therefore 
© have no right to accuſe yourſelf for 
what is paſſed/; pray be 'compoſed ; 
—_— can't imagine how you diſtreſs 
me. Come,“ continued he, attempt» 
ing — it as a jeſt, I am ſure, 
like a good girl, you will promiſe me 

Sado gen 0 G3 207 159.6 never 
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*Hibhe?"20/ gb to the play by yourſelf 


again. Kun owt yar nogy Sees 
That call moſt readily,” replied 
Edelfrida, 4 little cheefed by his ap- 
parent jocularity. I deſerve that you 
r ſhould fcold me moſt heartily, rather 
than” excuſe for me; arid were” that 
all the mm effects to be apprehended, 
aa would bear thein'patiently."' 1 
46 Why,“ exclaimed he; what ill 
effects do you imagine more terrible 
© than my diſpleaſure? and whe you | 
< have Vanquiſhed already?“ 
O that horrid — 
Did he not talk of fatisfaction for 
«the inſult you offered him TD 
My charming Edelfrida,“ replied 
Mt. Henry Evelyne, laughing, let 
bim indulge himſelf with talking, 
* pray; for 1 do verily think that his in- 
% dignation will evaporate in words; 
am greatly miſtaken, if we beat 
„any more of the valiant gentleman ; 


„ bur Meld he be ts bis- ic) as 
Duos | | $- x. 4 you 


. 
„ you-apprebend, -whils I. wear-;your 
« cauſe upon my ſword, truſt me, I 
* ſhall be invulnerable; and while you 
* condeſcend-to intereſt, yourſe}f,in/ my 
« ſafety, I have a ſhield of adamant 
6“ round my heart which will, repel 
every weapon, ſave one, and that one, 
though it pierees deeply, and can be 
© tawn thence only with the life, yet 
brings with it ſo ſweet a pain, that I 
cannot ſhrink. from its approach, not 
6 guard myſelf from i 18 power.“ Sr 
While this converſation paſſed in a 
vhiſpet between Edelfrida and Mr. 
Henry Evelyne, Mr. Evelyne talked 
and laughed, Miſs Miller into good 
humour again, in order ta prevent her 
liſtening. Little more of any moment 
paſſed. till they were ſet domm at Mr. 
Miller's door... Tbe two gentlemen, re- 
ceiving an inyitation to ſtay ſupper, or- 
deredthe coach at twelve. o clock, andac- 
companied the ladies into the parlour. 
.: Juſt;as they were ſeating themſelves. 
yoy G 4 | round: 
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vound the ſupper: table, a letter was de- 
Rvered to Edelfrida, which the ſervant 
ſaid Mr. Dudlley's man brought while 
ſhe was at the play. It was from Miſs 
Dudley, to inform her that ſhe ſhould 
be in St. James's- ſquare by eleven the 
next day, and would immediately ſend 
the carriage to convey Edelfrida to her; 
and that her brother would eſcort them 
both to 1 1 ere 


wr 


morning. don fois 979 

Edelfrida ew not Alben ts be 
glad or ſorry for this intelligence; but 
as her feelings could make no alteration 
in the plan, ſhe endeavoured to be 
pleaſed with it, hoping to find in the 
ſociety of her coufin, that ſatisfaction 
Mifs Miller's could never afford her, 
Beſides, the difference of ſituation ſhe 
Mould experience by en grati- 
fled ber pride 3\k 8510 6371501019 #4il 
But when ſhe made en the con- 


tents of the letter, Mr. Henry Evelyne, 


who before had * very cheerful, 
inſtantly 
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inſtantly loſt all ſemblance of vivacity, 
and became extremely thoughtful. The 
gravity of his countenance, waick Edel- 
fridaſ could not but obſerve, at once 
pained and pleaſecdl her: for ſhe had 
now no other idea, than that of con- 
ſidering herſelf as his deſtined wife; and 
in that light, every token of his affec- 
tion delighted, while every ſymptom 

of his being diſpleaſed or 2 gave 
her the keeneſt concern. 9 

At twelve they parted, without ar- 

ing had any opportunity of ſpeaking 
apart to each other. But Mr. Evelyne's 
good nature, ever alive to contribute 
to the happineſs of his friend and bro- 
ther, provided the lovers with an ex- 
pedient, which gave them the time 
they wanted to ſettle their ſchemes ere 
they parted — he invited himſelf and 
his brother to breakfaſt with Miſs Mil- 
ler at an early hour the next morning, 
. ex two * _ W 
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© *Mily Milter, ever delighted with Mr. 
Evelyne s attention, moſt willingly ac- 
N cepted_ the challenge; and ** 
on the departute of the brothers, re- 
tired to put up the few things ſhe had 
We occaſion to unpack, that in the 
morning ſhe might have nothing to 
prevent her dedicating the ſhort time 
which remained in her 1 to 
Mr. Henry Evelyne. 
She went to bed, and ſoon fell wp; ; 
but the events of the evening had made 
fo powerful an imprefſion on her mind, 
that the awoke in a violent agitation, 
from having dreamt that her beloved 
Henry Wa expiring in agonies, and 
that his death was cauſed by the wretch 
who had 10 *perſeciited her at che play. 
The fearful image was not to be ba- 
niſhed; and after ſpending 4 moſt 
cotifortleſs night; the aroſe by the firſt 
"dawn, anxious for the time when the 
* 9 could 
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this horrid video. | 

Almoſt, agonized with impatience, 
— waited till the appointed. hour ; 
then when ſhe beard the rap at the 
door, ſhe could fearcely reſtrain herſelf 
from flying. down ſtairs to ſatisfy her- 
ſelf if he was ſafe. 
Miſs Miller had not yet 3 . 
and Mr. Evelynes were in the room 
with Edelfrida ſome minutes ere ſhe 
came. e 
Edelfrida's, countenance. . the 
fleepleſs night ſhe. had paſſed, as well 
as the uneaſineſs of her, mind; into. the 
cauſe, of which, Mr. Henry Exelyne 
tenderly enquire. 

To tell the truth,” ſaid che, 60 "the 
* idea of that ſtrange man haunted my 

imagination ſo much, that 1 could n 


Ty CPC 


« ſleep; for I ſhould neyer, forgive 1 


fe ſelf, if my folly was to eaſe 


i 


Et 


your life, or indeed his. To. 05 


1 n n ſo upworrhy f ſubject, 
G6 


«would 


Lu ] 

© would be very wrong, and utterly 
** deſtructive of, my 3 — of 
mind. 

- f My. - "> Edelftida, ih bee 
** there is nothing to apprehend,” r 
i Pliech he: J am confident I ſhall = 

no more "ofthe play-houſe hero; he 
* has ſlept, upon the affair, and doubt- 
< leſs thinks it pleaſanter to ſleep in a 
** whole.ſkin,' than acquire fame at the 
hazard of his precious life; dont let 
8 „ Wabes waſte our precious moments 
* on, fo inſignificant an object. Let 
'N I you when 1 ſhall have the fe- 
* licity| of hearing from you; and ſuf- 
fer me to repeat, that it is my inten- 
tion to introduce my uncle to you 
te the inſtant he comes to London, 
* which, L expect, will be about the 
* time you will return with Sir Ed- 
** ward's family to town. In the mean 
** time I ſhall go to Cambridge with 
Frederick, and there remain quietly 


16 till a P19pitious moment arrives. 
«« But 


1 3 

C But I cannot be content, my beloved | 
& friend; without receiving eonſtantly 
from your pen, a circumſtantial hif- 
& tory of all your proceedings. Pro- 
© miſe me that I may depend on your | 
6% punctuality; for 1 ſhall not admit of 
& any excuſe; Eatlier in our acquaint- 
© ance, I was too modeſt to prefs this 
&© ſubject; but now I warn you to expect 
no ſuch patient acquieſcenee x- 
Af you admit no excuſe,” replied 
' Edelfrida, ſmiling, '*© it were uſeleſs for 
* me to attempt making any. Indeed, 
© ſee you are reſolved to have every 
thing your own way. I believe it is 
ever thus. We poor weak women 
are obliged to on our inferiority in 
all things; for whether in ſorrow, in 
© anger, or in joy, ſtill you aſſert your 
© prerogative as lords of the creation; 
* fo that you only leave us the choice 
* of . with a bad e N 
06 grace.” 131. 0 \- 

Well, ſnce you acktpwhedge 'our 

right,“ 


4. 


_ 4 11 
right, “ faid:he, laughing, / and con- 
Lerfeſs there is no alternative, wiſely 
reſolve to chooſe the good grace, and 
d truſt to my generbity not to abuſe 
© our confidence.“ Muocw reiliM 1 

There is ſomething, very cow- 
* ardly, returned ſhe, ** in yielding 

* you the victory on fo ſlight a con- 
*. teſt; but I believe I may as well fave 

* my credit at once, by conſenting ito 
_ xour propoſal ; therefore give me 
“your addreſs; and when I am in the 
< humour, and have nothing elſe to do, 

4c perhaps I may RR yu that I 
de.!!! 

While Mr. Henry mee and Edel- 
frida were thus engaged, Mr. Evelyne 
wok care to occupy Miſs Miller's atten- 
ton ſo entirely, that ſhe knew nothing 
of what paſſed, except between herſelf 
and him; and Mr. Miller, who came 
merely to eat his breakfaſt, no ſooner 
 Eviſhed it; tkan he retired again. 
Tue morning inſenſibly paſſed away. 

The 


LJ 


The clocł ſtruck eleven; and 
expected the carriage every moment 
convey her to St. James's . ſquare. At 
length it came. She then ſent to beg 
Mr. Miller would allow her to take 
leave of him, and thank him for the 
attention ſhe had mn in his 
houſe. 18 | 
While this meflage was carrying to 
him in his counting-houſe, Miſs Miller 
was overwhelming her with profeſſions 
of friendſhip, and lamenting her depar- 
ture; while the dejected Henry gazed 
in ſilenee on her beauteous face; a fi- 
lence more expreſſive * his —_— 
than any language. 
Mr. Miller came — — how 
acknowledgments with his aceuſtomed 
gravity; wiſhed her a good journey, 
and deſired his reſpects might be pre- 
fented to Sir Edward and the family at 
Dudley - park: then bowed, and left it 
to the younger gentlemen to conduct 
her to the carriage, Which, when ſhe 
L | F had 


L 36 1 
had taken a graceful leave of Miſs Mil- 
ler, they did, whiſpering as they went 
a thouſand tender, friendly things in 
her ear. 
She got into the coach Wk h heavy 
heart; but when the door was ſhut, it 
was ſome minutes ere Mr. Henry Eve- 
lyne, who leaned over it, would ſuffer 
the carriage to move, till at length, ob- 
ferving ſhe was diſtreſſed even to tears 
by his tenderneſs, he preſſed her hand 
to his lips, and breathed out a laſt 
adieu. She kiſſed her hand to both 
brothers, and the next moment found 
herſelt moving towards her uncle's 
houſe with no very lively ſenſations. 
The two gentlemen juſt returned into 
Mt. Miller's houſe to take a handſome 
leave of Miſs Miller, who ſaw Mr. 
Evelyne depart with extreme reluc- 
tance; but Edelfrida being gone, they 
had no longer any motive for n 
in the e emoor- un 1 192 
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FTER a melancholy ride; Edel- 


of Sir Edward Dudley's houſe in St. 
James's-· ſquare, where ſhe alighted, not 
with the alacrity natural to her; her 
heart was oppreſſed, and her move- 
ments ſlow. She had not time, - hows 
ever, for much reflection; for ſcarcely 
had ſhe got into the ball, ere n 
Dudley met herr. ; 

There was ſomething very neee 
in this young lady's manner and ad- 
dreſs; and the kind attention ſhe 
ſhewed on this occaſion; was patticu- 
larly grateful to Edelfrida. 

Miſs Dudley welcomed her couſin 


with the eaſy and friendly air of an old 


acquaintance, and conducted her to 
her own nnen where the again 
| ex- 


— — 


frida found herſelf at the door 


e rann. —— 2 


» $66 25 iP. WY © . 


expreſſed the di ow _— for- 
ward to in her ſociety. immo 


Edelfrida was — dy this deli- 
cate reſpect for her ſituation; and from 
that moment felt a growing mer 
for the amiable Maria. 
They then talked of the time which 
had elapſed” ſince Edelfrida arrived in 
England, of Lady Wilford's recovery, 
and their friends at Dudley - park; 
and througbout all the converſation, 
Miſs Dudley diſplayed a mildneſs ot 
diſpoſition, and a ſenſibility, which 
charmed the yqung and feeling Edel- 
frida, who already acknowledged her 
2 her friend, and in all che ar dour of 
her diſpoſition; already longed for the 
time when ſhe might talk to her of 
Mr. Henry Evelyne, and repoſe full 
ganfidenct in her 
05 When they» had ſpent about an hour 
wgether,// equally. pleaſed with each 
other, Miſa Dudley ſaid, Perhaps 
pulli haue no ohjection to go ſhop- 
znoirdſts} ping 


L wr Þ, - 


« ping with me; I have a thouſand 
« commiſſions to execute at the milliners 
« for my ſiſter and Miſs -u _ 
ad, droves myſelf? 1 191 235 
Not the leaſt objeation;: replies 
Edelfrida, it will be a great amuſe / 
ment to me, who am ſo nue, 
t to every thing of the ſort.“ 2 Dad 
Then it muſt be my e 
« iaſtruct you in theſe neceſſary ac 
« compliſhments for a fine Jady;” re- 
turned Miſs Dudley, ſmiling. 
* You'll: find your pupil 3 
«] fear; ſaid Edelfrida. wan 
20 — ardbin bee age 
« pearance Promiſed fo little,“ replied 
Miſs Dudley; but, my dear, though 
© you look ſo ſtupid; I will not deſpair. 
The coachman having received or- 
ders to put a pair of horſes to the 
coach, Miſs Dudley having come to 
town with four, a ſervant now camegto 
fay the carriage was ready the tio 
couſins then ſullied forth ini quoſti of 
duic)“ faſhions, - 


111 
faſhions,” a ſearch in which they ſpent 
the whole morning. Edelfrida, at every 
turning, hoping to catch a glimpſe 
of the two friends ſhe had ſo lately 
pPurted from; Miſs Dudley obſerved 
her eye anxiouily directed to the coach 
window; _ — with an * 
ſmile, ſaid: 8 .\ ee (20) = 
es Pray, a 2 e you 
examine ſo minutely, with thoſe 
Le ſpeaking n of yours, _ du 

er paſs U 24 25 
- Edelfrida n fond Dan deus 
defertbariihierdrworrediyoreapidd by 
_ whatipaſſed:im the ſtreet; from a icanſe 
ſhe could not reveal; and this emotion 
miſed Mis Dudley's curioſity; ſhe 
however parried the queſtion, by ſay- 
ing, the conſtant mn 
ben attention inſenſibl 4/7 4 
age muſt be content with that anſwer 
bor the / preſenr, v returned her couſin 

with a mile of incredulity, which fill 
heightened the glow on Edelfrida's 
nie cheek ; 


F ann 1 


cheek ;--and the coach juſt then turning 
down St.  James's-ſtreet, the two Mr. 
Evelynes, arm in arm, were the firſt 
objects that met her eye; the pleaſure 
and confuſion her countenance ex- 
preſſed, pointing them out to Miſs 
Dudley as the occaſion of it; they 
bowed too — but it was not the bow of 
ceremony, evidently $7 both of them, 
particularly the younger brother,;gazal 
on Edelfrida with that unequiygcal 
language of the eye, which at once 
admits a third perſon into the ſecrets = 
+ *© Thoſe gentlemen; appear as much 
* {truck with ſomething in or about 
*« this/ carriage, ſaid Miſs Dudley, 
* as you are, my dear couſin, bythe 
* moving objects in the ſtreet; I dont 
Kknow them do you?? 
6A little,“ replied Edelfrida ina 
heſitating manner, they came in the 
* ſame pacquet from Calais with me.“ 
And is that all,? cried- Maſs Dud- 
ey, f ab Edelfrida, never pretend to 
Y: * keep 


_.,C as } 
keep a ſecret, while your countenance 
is ſuch-a- traitor to your purpoſe; 
and alſo tell your friends from me, 
< particularly the one with dark eyes; 
that ſo long as you chuſo to paſs only 
for common accuaintance, he muſt 
< teach thoſe harbingers of his thoughts 
eto counterfeit- à "different language 
and expreſſion, or a mere novice in- 
de dced, ſuch as I am, will read bis 
* meuning > i COR £ 19901 ss 
n Sappofng,“ replied Edelſrida, I 
e bat to be real which you in- 
s fer, from your Killin reading the 
"56: ebuntenance, which take notice 1 
o not, I can by no means believe 
Ss hat L Rave to deal with a mere no- 
emen on che contrary, conelude that 
ou are well practiſed: in the art itſelf, 
— would nor be ſo quickighted 
ring what yo mann to 
—— — Hast. ECO 
* Nay; if you? deny tha charge, 
mid Miſs Dudley, laughing, you 
10 Hat ( contradict 


4 


12 3 


e contradict your own aſſertion 3 for if 


term it, I could not miſtake; the 


* ſymptoms.” Sno od viigky oy ?? 
fad, cricd. Edelfrida, 4 that l 
* ſhall: only puzzle. the cauſe, ſo that J 


4 will only aſſure you, your penetration 


ec has for once deceived ou... 

„That it frequently does, replied 
Miſs Dudley, though in the prefent 
* caſe, I feel a good deal of confidence 
© in| my on judgment; forgive me 
for calling your veracity in queſtion, 
and Iwill confeſs, that as yet, L have 
no right to your confidence; if at any 

future day you ſhould think, me wor- 
thy of it, that will be the time to de- 
F © termine, whether: Lam right or, wrong 
in my preſent conjecture.“ 1s You ?* 
2 eee confident, ſaid Edel- 
frida, that I. ſhall find you worthy of 
« my warmeſt eſteem; and you will 
*; hereafter, I. hope, not find me un- 


Joy *? gnidguel- volbuCl 1 h 


Diba1inod ** 


| q take in my Alaics, W aid ny lun, bon 


| x "mn 3 
* grateſul fon an is Jon- kindly 


3 Yaur, geadjnoſs; to accept. e for; 
Fr your friend. vetutned Miſy Dudley, 
calls upon me to merit che title; and 
7 ſince — hoge ard 
5 — other, I truſt. we Mall meet with 


” 5 to impede our ꝓrogreſs to a 


< very ſpeedy and a very perfect friend- 
« « Wipe 191 bonatsnq ag b 
10 1 fiacexely, Join ache wiſhz/ ſaid 
Edelftida. Dolo Toit 40 orf n £ ifs 
They were then ſet doyn at a bouſe 
where Miſs Dudley had. ſome buſineß, 
and ſo, the converſation ended. They 
afterwaxds, xeturned 4e St. James's: 
ſquare to dinner, where the) found Mr. 
Dudley, imgatiegtiy waiting cheir arri. 
val. Edelfrida was, then introduced to 


him in form, by his ſiſter; and ſhe re- 
ceived from him every mark of polite 


attention, and every ſign of apptoba- 
tion, theix very late-acquaintance- would 


Permit. Mr. Dudley was about. five 


* 
5 


61 


abd twenty, agtecable in his perſon, 
and genteel in his addrefs; he was ra · 


ther cheerfub than lively," and like his 


ſiſter, very mild in his temper; his un- 
derſtanding was neither ſuperior nor 


deficient; his diſpoſitions were all good; 


his acquirements many; . un, heart 
feeling and benevolent. 
Such was the Wacom o Gand Edet- 
frida was preſented. Her figure was 
too ſtriking not to engage his attention, 
which the tone of her voice ad every 
look, contributed to ſecure. 
They ſat down to dinner at a late 


hour; and Miſs Duddey apologized to 


Edelfrida for the indifferent Mite in 
which\they were ferved, owing io there 
being but one woman ſervant, her own | 


maid (who came to town with her) ex- 


oepted, in the Houſe, In this reſpect, 
boweverz Edelfrida was: cafily pleaſed, 


anch the remainder of the day was Went 
in the moſt calm and ſocial manner. 

If Mr. Dudley was delighted with - 

Vol. I. H the 


\ 


1 146 J 


the firſt view of his beauteous couſin fy 
that delight was greatly augmented, ere 
the day eloſed and ſhe retired. 

The grace which accompanied every 
-word ſue uttered, which though, Per- 
hape, trifling in itſelf, rendered it in- 
tereſting tocher hearers, the happy vari- 
ety of her countenance, and the artleſs 
ſtile of her ex preſſion, charmed him; 

and he ſeeretly rejoiced, to attend her 
next day into the country, where he 
Huld have ample leiſure to contem · 
plate her character. 

At night, each retired to their re- 
ſpective apartments with the moſt fa- 
vourable impreſſion of the other; and 
the next morning they began their in- 
tended journey to Dudley Park, which 
place they were to reach in the evening 
of that day. Edelfrida bade London 


adieu, with no other regret than that of 
leaving Mr. Henry Evelyne behind her; 
her companions were pleaſing and 


„ and particularly attentive to 
5 her, 
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her, but yet there Was 4 void in her 
breaſt which the ahſent Henry could 
alone fill up; While ſhe was thus devot - 
ing her thoughts to another, Mr. Dud- 
ley was taking large draughts of that 
paſſion which frequently determines the 
happineſs or miſery of this life, though 
more frequently it is made the play - 
thing of a few weeks or months, and 
like other toys, at length thrown aſide. 
Few there are; and but ſew inſtances 
of to its proving fatal to its votaries, 
and the preſent | age ſeems © wiſely. 
determined to laugh at Love and 
his arts. — Mr. Dudley was, how- 
ever not one of thoſe wiſe men, but, 
fearleſs of danger, he purſued it, by 
making the company and converſation 
of Edelfrida his chief pleafure, and thus 
early as the ſecond day of their knowing 
each other perſonally, he laid unwit- 
wan e A WA be ee 
IR Raſh YI | 

1057 15 HH 2 Du , * 


UI 
As they. been Dudley Park, 


Edelfrida began gain to feel thoſe ap- 
prehenfions which bad filled her Dag 


te bd 


concerning, the reception the ſhould 
meet with from her uncle and Lady 
Dudley, Thus far ſhe had been for- 
tunate, but ſhe ſcarcely dared hope the 
relations ſhe was about to be introduced 
to, were as amiable as thoſe ſhe- already 
knew; in eonſequenee of this fear, 
ger ſpirits ſunk; and the loſs ſhe had 

ſuſtained fo early in life, by the death 
af her father, forced the tears into her 
eyes; it was, however, near dark, fo 
that ſhe could, unperceived, indulge 
her melancholy. Miſs- Dudtey's maid 
was in the coach, therefore nothing 
could paſs except general converſa · 
At length the carriage entered the 
Park gate, and Mr. and Miſs Dudley, 
bothwelcomed Edetfrida, with the moſt 
flattering expreſſions of pleaſure and 
TAH: H regard. 


{ 


1 


regard.” "I She "received them "with; gra- 


titude „ but h had { carvely tim x time to pen, 
ere they were at the door of the 
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"DUDLEY aſſiſted Edelfrida 
and his fiſter to alight; then 
ro the hand of the former, he led 
ber into the drawing- room, where Sir 
Edward and Lady 1 * e playing 
at piquet. TOY 
Sir Edward, however, 14d down his 
cards immediately, and advancing to- 
wards his niece, embraced her, and faid, 
The was happy to fer ber at — 4 
park. 5 2 * | 37 
Edelfrida Wäbrtes 4 in fence. '/ 
Her uncle then took her hand from 
his fon, and brought her up to Lady 
Dudley, who had not condeſcended to 
riſe from her chair; the, however, bent 
forward; and touched Edelfrida's cheek 
with ir Rye, We her wich a _ 
formality. * 
© Edetfrida was wocked, add ink 


FT 
CRUE! from 


OS! 


from an addreſs ſo little conſonant to 


the warmth of her own feelings: ſhe 
returned it with a reſpectful movement 
only; then retired from the ſpot where 


the received it, to ſeek comfort in the 


open countenance of Miſs Dudley. . 

Mr. Dudley, ſhe quickly ſaw, was 
mortified. by his mother's hauteur, and 
endeavoured to make his lovely couſin 
forget it, by an attention the moſt 
pointed z; which did not, however, re- 
ſtore good humour to Lady Dudley, 
whole brow was more and more con- 
tracted by every token of her ban 
politeneſs to Edelfrida. © 

Mean while Miſs Dudley, 1 
a her duty to her mother, was giving 


her father an account of ſome com- 


miſſions he had charged her witb. 
Lady Dudley examined Edelfrida's 
per ſon and features with the moſt exact 
attention; but the ſurvey did not ap- 
pear to pleaſe her. 
Sir Edward looked at ber Wich, leſs 
„ H 4 havghti- 


ſe. t ret in future a 
ue: reg «og f =p 


- Eaaiinas bowed gracefully, 424 re- 
plied, that the was convinced it muſt 
be her,own fault, . an occaſion | of re:. 
8 OY If 1019 8 A* 75 
Tour father,” dad Sir ran, 
0 has f 1 to my ian - 
« "dip; which proves that, whatever, 
dere the ſentiments he for many. years, 
«La rtained of me, his confidence, in, 
« my. e was not deſtroyed by 
© them. 1 hope you will follow his 
vs; Example in this inſtance, by confd- 
101 ing in me. A girl of your age may | 
Abe ſuppoſed to want an adviſer; and 


ee! both duty and inclination will direct 
9 me to fupply the Place of a father to. 
you.” fe 5 

% You may dlpeba, Sir, upon being | 


0 eee i that ehe y me,” ſaid 


Edel- 


E 358 4 
9 0 mt anxious 
YN Hi 12 r 40 b of my be- 
her ; 3 bers aft; it Die e 
to 8 merit your Protection 
11555 Ma lam,“ faid Lady Dud- 
_ N her eyes upon Edelfrida's 
face, © ce that you will carefully preſerve 
* this diſpoſition ; for Which purpoſe, 
« jt will be proper that you Should al- 
" e recollect the tax it is upon Sir 
E ard to ſuperintend the conduct 
car other. peoples“ children; it is an 
« office not often repaid with * gratis 
125 it deſerves, confidering the trou- | 
kar attend, it”, 
2 1 am very Caf le,” replied Edel. | 
Frida, wit with emotion, of the, obliga- 
tions I am under to my mele 15 | 
« our 9 for extending F 
avg! ) i. U Ri 6 deſticure 58 lam * 
* friends; and 1 think 1 ſhall never 
« forget, 7 1 live, any tokens 7. 


* „idee and friendſhip id; may be 


— ha enough fe receive. F of 975 hi} py 
ebf H 5 " 5 tits 


10 


1 


«tu 


cc 


© This is a aiftreſing ſubject to all 
| « parties,” ſaid Mr. Dudley. 1 will 
40 pledge myſelf for the preſervation of 

Wan on my couſin's Haft. and 

* you, Sir, and you, Ma 'am,“ turning 
from his father to; his ber. e Will, I 
< am; ſure, be happy. to render her 
8 fituation amongſt us as pleaſant as 

HO From this Hes then, let 

c our actions ſpeak for us. 

Voure right, Edward, * " faid his 
fer; 15 approve your propoſal, and 
| 11 on to it.” 

* Vou are very ready, Sir,” replied 
Lady Dudley to her ſon, “to anſwer 
* 25 other people. J hope you may 

never have reaſon to repent your 
« baſty judgments.” . | 
| This ſpeech was accompanied with a 
1 but, as no further notice was 
taken, the ſubject dropt; and Edelfrida 
Was, for that time, relieved from the 
diſtreſs it had occaſioned her, though 


ſhe Was, by. no means, caſy at the idea 
Fa; of 
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of ſpending even a part of her life under 
the roof with a woman of lady Dudley 3 
character. She now, more than ever, 
thought Mr. Henry Evelyne's attach» 
ment the greateſt bleſſing ſhe could 
poſſeſs, as it offered her not only happi- 
neſs in itſelf, but an aſylum from all 
the diſagreeable circumſtances attend- 
ing her preſent abode. 22 

Supper being announced ſoon after 
the foregoing converſation, they took 
their places at the table with thoſe 
ſenſations what had paſſed would natue 
rally produce. 

Mr. Dudley took a chair next © Edel- 
ftida's; and the reſt of the evening 
went off tolerably well. 3 
When Edelfrida retired for. that 
night to her own apartment, ſhe could 
not but reflect with pain on the con- 
ſtraint ſhe muſt neceſfarily put on her 
feelings to render her reſidence at Dud- 
ley-park ſupportable in any degree. 
She at once perceived, that Lady Dud- 

H 6 lex 
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ley was che ſpring which moved the 
family! - 03 1358 VIE ONT) Beaze) 910 
Sir Edward, whofe/ temper: was too 
quiet for contention, Was noty, from 
long habit, directed in all things hy his 
vile; on whoſe opinion he formed his 
aun, without: ever . er * _ 
* 10 10 295 fit 

They were bath med; nd 
d af money; but, added to 
thefe unamiable qualities, Lady Dud- 
1ey was unfeeling, imperious, and 
enge ee not moe? 
With ſuch a woman, the daughter 
d a man ſhe hated, and who was in a 
i - great meaſure dependant on her, had 
within the circle of her power. Indeed 
her oun children, particularly Miſs 
Dudley, too frequently felt the effects 
of her diſpleaſure, which was ſo much 
the offspring of violence and caprice, 


Gar ewe wholly r e to guard 
— Bloqay nap in 
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Mr. Duditey was her favorite; but 
he found it no eaſy matter to eſcape; ut 
which the ſlighteſt contradiction oi her 
ſovereign will never. failed to create. 
Lady Wilford, the onty one of her 
couſins” Edelfrida had not mow ſeen, 
was the counterpart of her mother, with 
the addition of an inordinate ſhare of 
perfonal vanity, which n * 
ſtroyed in Lady Dudley. 2199 

This young lady had: ——_ Sir 
Thad Wilford, not becauſe ſhe had 
any affection for him, but becauſe his 
fortune promiſed her the gratification 
of her wiſhes; which were, to live in 
the firſt ſtyle of elegance, to adorn her 
perſon with every ornament that faſhion 
could point out, and to move in the 
round of diſſipation without ceaſing; 
and ſhe was not — in Ww 
expectations 
Sir James Was a . 74 : 


Fgnifian man, prepoſſeſſed with an 
1 high 


| 
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high idea of his lady's ſuperior under- 
ſtanding, and of too feeble a mind to 
judge for himſelf, to diſcover any faults 
in her conduct, or, EY, to at- 
tempt a regulation 

Theſe were the dame Edelffida 
was yet to be introduced to; but they 
lived at too great a diſtance from Dud- 
leyspark, to afford them an opportunity 
* e _ other * e 2 


3 1 4 8 
ene PE 1 33245 11 g TY F 0 
A 
+ IS +11} 4 4 i1 (A. xy? 4 
. >< 2. 
{1 S 3.6 94.7 * 2 9 1411 18 * * WE ” +» 
1 124 1 * 
* | 
2 : U . 0 
- 
* 4 % ws f A 
44 * 4 14 17 20 4 9 1 
* 0 
on a 1 111 ; 3 143 4 in: 
| * 
8. FY C3. ELJ 49715 LIT, k 
: b 144 . 4 M 
T1348 . inen EC Cf ' " 
ö = 
m_ * co 1} 
— 0 | * 
ws Þ #3 1£4 & + 3 4% ; - * 
7 2 
5 © E * 
64 (i; 5. 3 2 o * 


Aogototiautceuboeetd io nett 
atis es 3100 it 001.45 bar ingen 
AER T. ER. XII. 817. 


8 A oa 10 Huh: e 


HE next morning, n. Edelfrida 


entered the breakfaſt- room, ſhe 


— rejoiced to hear from Miſs Dudley, 


that her mother never left her room till 


near dinner time, which, 8 while they 
were in the country, was at an earlier 
hour than when they were in town, 
where her ladyſhip ſometimes ventured 
out in her carriage in the mornings, 
and dedicated the ne to the card- 
table. 


Sir Edward, Mr. and Miſs Dudley, | 


with Edelfrida, then ſat down to break- 
faſt; and all of them feeling leſs con: 
ſtrained in the abſence of Lady Dudley, 
there was an eaſe and ſociability, which 
preſiding ſolely at this meal, every one 
ſeemed particularly to enjoy it. 


Sir Edward addreſſed his niece with 


an allability and good humour, which 
convinced 


1 55 J (112 hl 
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copyinced. her his. diſpoſuions towards 
her were kind; and .ſhe- therefare for- 
gane, him in her own, mind: for the re- 
8 the reſt of the day. 
eakfaſt,ces che morning was 
clear und une, Nr. Dudley propeſed 
to accompany his fair couſin. and his 
filter: ana, walk, in order to ſhew the 
former the beauties of a fituation which 
the, was 10 confider as her dee 
ume to come. 0? 300 
Sir Edward, as was. his. — re- 
tized, do his on parlour, or ſtudy, and 
after wards rode out by himſelf to over-· 
look any improvement that iS be 
making about his grounds. 

:Edelfrida then, and her two.coufins,, p 
fallicd forth, each of the ladies ne 
an of Mr. Dudley: 
This Intle party harmoniouſſy pu- 
fed ether way through a plantation in 
the park, which every ,now and then 
opened a ev to che neighboring. 
D & (nisv gi 10g 3690 ονιι 
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country, and diverſined the fene fo s 
never to fatigue the eye. DA Si 11 


The ſeaſon of the year was; hi : 
unfivoruble to the natural beatties 


which encompaſſed Dudley - park : the 


leaves were all falling; the' landſcape 


was become dreary ; and every ching 
ware the face of thieay,—A' fine fis 


for che moraliſt to expatiate upon. 


Mr. Dudley, whofe temper fitted him 
not for the more active pleaſures of the 


world, had fregtentiy indulged kämfelf 
with forming in idea a fyſdem of feſieity 


which he had as yet no immediate proſ- 


pect of tealiz ing; ĩt was to be founded 


on rational prineiples; but 1 it re- 


quired- the eoneurrence of à ſerond 


perſon at leaſt, Hike all ideal ſehemes, 


it was likely to end in the brain where 
it began 8 YIIBG 25011; 24112 


He wiſhed to ſpend the greateſt part 


of the year in the country, if not all of it; 
and he haped to find (though he had 


hitherto ſought her in vain) a com- 


panion 


- = — 
* 
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panion of à diſpoſitien ſimilar! to his 
own, fond of domeſtic enjoyments, 
pleaſed with retirement, not ſolitude, 


and poſſeſſed of virtues to preſerve that 
harmony without which life would be 


to him a burden, and the oppoſite: of 


which, his own family furniſhed him 


with a fearful example. Neither ava- 
rice nor ambition tinctured his mind; 


he therefore did not make fortune a 
d- Ne V ener meg choice an, | 
. e Milky br 
Heaven then Wed to him to ore 
urs Edelfrida in his way on purpoſe 


fort the accompliſhment of his deſign. 


Her perſon was lovely; and he was 
an admirer of beauty; her manners 
were gentle; her ſenſibility even ex- 
treme : two things which rendered a 
woman peculiarly attractive ta him. 
FTraverſing his paternal grounds with 
her by his ſide, his imagination at once 
finiſhed the picture; and he fondly be- 
ee that time only was wanting to 
Mmute! COm- 


( 163 } 
complete his m men Warden 


happineſs. i 5.14 | 

In their walk, 1 1 e 
more ſerious ſubjects for converſation 
than men of his age in general ſelect 


to entertain a youthful beauty with. 


But he wanted to diſcover the bent of 
her inclinations, and the depth of her 


underſtanding, if poſſible; for though 
her countenance was all intelligence, 
it Wee chat it is no true 


index to the ſoul. ] 
Edelfrida was, however, bleſt with 
more than a competent ſhare of ſenſe, 
though a daſh of levity, which Nature 
had thrown into the compoſition of her 
mind, together with an acute feeling, 
the inffuence of which deſtroyed her 
better judgment, united with the latter 
quality to render her actions frequently 
cenſurable. Her heart was, however, 
excellent; and the candor with which 
ſhe acknowledged her faults in ſome 
9 them; and the conſtancy 
| with 
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with which ſhe laboured to repair them 
made her truly reſpectable. So that, 
upon the whole, the was a woman fo 
ſuperior to the generality of her ſex, 
that to be intimately acquainted with 
her chatacter and not love ue 
„ rn * 
This was Mr. Dudlcy's ne ere 
they returned from their walk; fer 
- Edeifrida falling into his humour, had 
<#hibited a ſolidity which was not al- 
ways obſervable in her converſation. 
They got back in time 10 dreſs for 
dinner. Phe morning had infenfibly 
diſappeared ; ſo n . W 1 
* their ramble. 

-"Edeffrida's dreſs did 50 Feen 
Yo much of her time — Her hair was 


unpbwdered, and her gowa fo faſhionel 
as to require but little trouble in put- 


ting on; yet, fimple as its conſtruction 
was; it ſet ved to ſhew her perſem to 
advantage 7 and had her complexion 


re eee from art, the ſable 151 
N 0 


L 6s ] 
ofher garment was admirably calculated 
to afford it, by its contraſt but that 
was unnecefſary :—Fhe delicacy of her 
ſkin was ſo bappily . blended with the 
glow of health, that nothing could ex- 
eeed ty briliancy ; — no- 


ching could add to it. 
Thus attired in native loveinefrthe 


amore the drawing-room alone, and 
found it empty. She therefore ſat down 
to a harpfichord/which ſtood at the far- 
ther end, intending to amuſe herſelf till 
ſome perſon ſhould appear. Her back 
was to the door; ſhe therefore heard 
not Mr. Dudley enter, who, that he 
might not interrupt her, and deprive 
himſelf of liſtening to the chilling tones 


of her harmonious voice, gently: ſtole 


bebind her chair, n ed n 
he enjoyed himſelf. | 

Mid Dudkey came nexts bur begin - 
ning to ſpeab at the door ere ſhe heard 
W Edelfrida, on ie to re- 


— 
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eee 
ply to her, diſcovered Mr. Dudley, and 
quite ſtarted from the ſudden ſurpriſe. 
I hope you are not alarmed by the 
166 ſight of me,“ he faid, gently taking 
f bold of her hand. Tis my hope 
« and wiſh to inſpire very different 
* ſenſations in the boſom of my beau- 
5 teous couſin.“ | 
„The alarm was momentary,” re- 
| Pod ſne, ſmiling, I did not know 
you were in the room; or I ſhould 
*“ have felt pleaſure rather than fear, 
af? from your preſence.“ 

Hoy flattering is chat expreſion * 

A he. 

ar a I aſſure you,” fad Edel 
| frida, artleſsly. 11 
„Which ane it wih ineſtimable 
„ value?” exclaimed Mr. HO with 
vouſual animation. 
Edward, cried Miſs Dudley, with 
an arch ſmile, beware of kindling a 
% flame which will conſume you. Truſt 


< me, the object of * adoration is 
| cc an 
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an heartleſs one, and can: never af. 
« ford you the reward mer fory o or 


« Lam, greatly miſtaken.” -,,,. 
Mr. Dudley fixed bis eyes upon 
Edelfridas face; ſhe. hluſhed, and 1 
down hers. lu eh dum 

eis it true yy ſaid. he, in a foftencd 
tone of voice; is it indeed true, that 
“the lovely Edelfrida has left ſo valu- 
F able a part of herſelf. behind her? 
and can it be poſſible, that the happy 
0 mortal with whom the jewel is de po- 
© ſited, ſhould expoſe the better half of 
© his treaſure to the wayward. events of 
chance, unprotected by his preſence? 
Oh!, Heavens, had I been ſo bleſſed, 
** no. conſideration, , however weighty, 
* ſhould, have torn you from me to 
7 ere a long and hazardous jour- 

e ney by yourſelf ; and as it is, had I 
eg that you had travelled only 

* with,a ſeryant through France to this 
1 "; PURKEF+d would- have. 0 to offer 
you my ſervices.” 
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% ee ee veplied! Edel. 
ſrida; and T am not lefs obliged by 
che inelinationz than I ſhoulck have 
benn had your really pur it in practice. 
<« Buti#3-c0- Mifs-Dudley's infivoztion, 
> it is merely che offspring of her oun 
« jnventive i i le Mee 

% Well, well; Edelfrida; - repHed 
her couſin, c tale care that I um not 
* revenged upon you for this duplieity 

e ſome day or other ; and if Edvard is 

." wiſe, he will take warning by my 
caution, and not let you malte un- 

* merciful havock in his heart“?! 

Mr. Dudley,“ ſaid Edeltrida, has 
very little to fear from me, I believe ; 
I have formed no fach' evil def gns 
againft him, zwe you my word!“ 

Mr. Dudley appeared thonghtful ; and 
ere he: could reply to Edelfridu's faſt 
ſpeech, 'Sir Edward and ber ladyſnip 
entered the room. Gans THAT 4 

: "ny aer Ede now ai ner 

"bal 190 „ohe yan reſpects 
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Lady Dudley returned therm; as be- 


fore; with æ cold formality - then ſeat. : 


ing; herſelf} on 4 ſopha'by the ird en- 
quired of her ſon hat he had done with 
himſelf all the morning 
T have had the pleaſute, returned 
he, „ of walking with theſe two ladies; 
moving to Edelſtida and his ſiſber:- 
LVou uſed to ride in a morning, f 
« thouphe,” {aid her ladyſhip; croſsty; 


hat is the faney of leaving that cuf. 


« tom off, pray # it's much better for 
your health, I am ſure, than ſtrölling 
about with theſe girls. 
My. health, replied he, mildly, 
< is ſq,perfe@ly/eſtubliſhed; that I· vori 
ture to follow the lead of inclination 
ſometimes, and prefer a ſociable-walle» 
to a ſalitary ride. 144474] 117 040 9) 
Dinner was announced at cht 1 
ment; and they all walked ſilently 
into the dining parlour, her ladyſhip 
vor. 1. 1 placing 


chat day. NW en 
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placing herſelf a at the head of the table 
in no very amiable humour. b 


In the , evening a card party was 
formed — Sir Edward, his ſon, and 


daugbter, to gratify Lady Pugley; s pal; 
fion for t at amuſement, b A0 
As to Edelfri da, the, was ſo, totally 


ignorant of, —— game, th: at ſhe could 
not engage ; therefore. took her work, 
and ſeated er at the gorner of the 
table. ; 8 . 3 V 

A few general 8 compriſed 
the whole of the converſation, for the 
reſt of the day ; for when Lady Dudley 
was preſent, every one, ſeemed. fearful | 
of ſtarting any ſubject, leſt it. ſhould 
lead to thoſe ſevere refleRjons ſhe | be- 
ſtowed on the generality of things and 
of people ; and by this means ſhe. pre- 
ſerved an abſolute ſway over her family, 
who 2 rather Aa than 
loved ber. IN H 0545s ef 
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[ANY days bad now lapſed fic 
- Edelfrida became an inhabitant 
of Dudley: park; and ſhe had As yet; 
heard nothing of Mr. Henry Evelyne, 
who had agreed with her, that be ſhquld, 
write as ſoon as he got to Cambridge. 
Every thing continued to wear the 
ſame face in the Dudley family: 2. Her 
ladyſhip preſerved her x rve; Sir Ed- 
ward did the ſame hea ſhe was preſent; >, 
Mr. Dudley fill: ſought and enjoyed 
the company and converſation; of his 
couſin; and Miſs Dudley and ſhe in- 
ſenfibly became friends, in the true and 
literal meaning of the tem. 
Edelfrida had not, however, dtd 
on diſcloſing avy ſecrets to the amiable 
Maria; ſhe- feared her raillery, and: 
could not bring - herſelf to talk with, 
Nate on a ſubject ſo near her 
12 heart 3 


L 
heart ; a Tubjet: * now began to 
make her reſtleſs and uneaſy, having 
heard nothing from the or ber 
hope s and withes, 07 2gaa7 en 
15 this anxious ſtate eri „y af. 
ter day paſſed, and ſhe was beginning 
to reign herſelf to deſpair, whet, one 
morning, 1 lettet was brought to her 
ere ſhe was out of her room. She trem- 
bled with impatience: as fhe- broke the 
feal, and read the contents wath noſtnall 
ti MD, though- they were little more 
than a Teen of wat the ardent, 
animated Henry had already aſſured her 
of n more than once. Her anxiety was, 
however, removed, and the” prepared 
bertel to appear at breakfaſr wich a 
lighter heart than the had felt for ſome 
time before, mee. 
Mr. Dudley, ber ute dv de her 
' looks, Perceived the alteratĩon the in- 
"fant ſhe entered the room; but know- 
zes bos che cauſe" for” it, be flartered 


himſelf, that her gravity which/he had 
alſo 
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alſo remarked, was the effect of chance, 
and, that ſince the appeared ſo happy i in 
a fituation where, he felt, ſhe had many 
vexatious things to encounter, he was 
himſelf perhaps not. diſagreeable to ber, 
and might be one cauſe of reconciling 
her mind to, the daily unpleaſant occur- 
rences created by the violence of his 
mother's temper. Thus are We ever 
prone to believe what we with ; and 
thus do we too frequently lead our. 
ſelves into a labyrinth of error, to ex- 
tricate us from which it is no eaſy mats 
ter-to find a proper ge, e e 

It was now above a month ſince Edel · 
frida left Mr. Miller's houſe in London; 3 
and during that time ſhe had heard and 
ritten twice to Mr. Henry Evelyne. 
She had made very little progreſs in 
enlarging her acquaintance. There were 
but feœ neighbours near Dudley: park; 4 


and thoſe feẽC were kept at home by 


the weather and other accidental cauſes; 
{o a Oe 15 they were A family 
1 13 party; 


a 

party; Ie about the beginning of 
December, Lady Wilford wrote, to de- 
ſire her ſiſter would bring Edelfrida to 
Wilford- lodge, as it Was not in her 
power to come to Dudley Park before 
the went to town for the winter. 

No objection. being made; to. this 
bee by Sir Edward or my Lady, 
Mr. Dudley, determined to be of the 
party, and in the courſe of a day or two 
after the letter was received, they ſet out. 

5 8 0 the ride there, Mr. Dudley 
ments thar were rendered favourable by 
the abſence, of his mother, whoſe pry- 
ing eye ſeemed. to ſearch the inmoſt 
receſſes of his heart, i in order to diſcover 
if any diſgraceful partiality lurked there | 
for bis poor. dependant couſin. 

He had obſerved this ſcrutinizing 
attention, and, too well knowing, Lady 
Dudley's temper, bad endeavoured, in 
her preſence, to treat Edelfrida with the 
cy familiarit ty ol a W only. 65 
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n was time he meditated a a connexion 
with her, which would give him a legal 
title to intereſt himſelf i in her hay ppineſs 
openly; and he only \ waited a fortunate 
period to avow that intention” to his fa- 
ther, from whom' he did not fear much 

oppoſition, provided he could firſt ' gain 
over his' mother; and if tenderneſs for 
any object in this world could move her 
to yield up her more ambitious views, 
he knew it was himſelf, for whom ſhe 


made no ſcruple of expreſſing, on all 


v iy * 


occafions, her peculiar fondneſs, | 

He found, however, that policy de- 
manded the utmoſt cireumſpection and 
addreſs in this buſineſs; he therefore 
reſolved to proceed with the moſt 
guarded caution, in order to ſecure, 
in the end, the accompliſhment of his 
wiſnes. 

In the mean time, he ſeized every 
opportunity of making what progreſs 


he could in the favour of Edelfrida, | 


Thoſe frank and guileleſs manners 
14 ſome- 
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Setenss 4 flattered bim, that he Was 


not dilagreeable'to' her. 2500 H39MOor en 
Fr On, her part, as" ſhie had no no defign 
upo fl Mr. Dudley's' heart, ſhe was not 
ninute in her obſervations on his con- 
duct towards her; but really thought 
What he wiſhed his mother to believe 
4 the preſent, that he regarded ad as 

à fſter. 14109 HI bis 

zi With this idea Edelfrids enjoyed his 
converſation, and was always pleaſed 
wich his preſence,” By this means, un- 
* warlly did ſhe plant a thorn in his bo- 
ſom, which imbittered many of his 
days. The time, however, was nor yet 
| come for that eclairciſſement which 
Was alone to reveal the principles on 

"Which each party acted. * 
Mr. Dudley choſe to drive his phae- 
ton to Wilford- lodge, though the'wea- 
ther was cold; that he might have the 
pleaſure of Edelfrida's company pan 

of the way at leaſt. aa 
1 Miss Dudley and her muid went in 
C 2 the 


the .chaiſe;; but, to laue apperhpces, 
ſhe ſometimes changed, for a mile or 
15706, with ben cof¹. „ 0 10 
In this manner they reached he end 
of their little journey about fix _1n 4 the 
evening, chuſing rather to dine 0 n the 
road, than hurry themſelves to, = in 
at the; dinner hour at Wilford lodge. * 
Edelfrida, who knew nothing of Lady 
Wilford's character, was in high ſpirits 
all the way: Having eſcaped the con- 
ſtraint of Lady, Dudley's preſence, and 
taking ber two friends along with. her, 


the, was convinced the e maſt 


prove a pleaſant one. A 
When the evening came on, ſhe left 


Mr. Dudley to drive himſelf, and got 
into the carriage to Miſs Dudley; and 


in this order they arrived at Sir James 
Wilford's, the inſide of whoſe houſe 
preſented to Edeltrida a ſtyle of mag · 
nificence which eee the. taſte of 
its owners. ina bg 

Mi Dudley led her Fa e 
15 a range 
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a gange of elegant apartments, the firſt 
of which was almoſt lined with foor- 
men in ſuperb liveries, ſome of whom 
pregeded.them.into their lady s drefling- 
om, where a ſmall party were en- 
gaged at cards. (1193 chor 562 4 8 

Ere they reached this room Sir James 
met them, and was introduced to ** 
new. couſin. Mos eite Ft; Be * 
Edeljrida, whoſe * were tinckured 
with romance, was ſurpriſed to behold 
the huſband of Lady Wilford, in ap- 

pearance, fo little prone; or even 
genteel. 

Her ſtandard of meds whos WAS 
Mr. Henry Evelyne ; and between him 
and Sir James | Wilford, there was in- 
| * little reſemblan ee. 

But, ever rapid in her cinclufons, 


x Fee ſuppoſed, that though 
the latter gentleman wanted perſonal 
attractions, and was even deficient in ad- 
dreſs and gracefulneſs, that he poſſeſſed 


Oy which, upon an intimate ac- 
I 5 quaintance, 


L 5 

quaintanee, made amends for the ab- 
ſence of theſe extrinſie enhdoWwƷAuents; 
for it never occurred to her, that his 
fortune alone cou have rendered him 
acceptable to her coufin, WBG Was nöt 
in a ſituation to be tempted by mere. 
nary mokives. Sli therefore," on che 
firſt view,” gave Sit James credit for 
what he did not, alas! poſſefſs. 
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| DELERIDA. pow, advanced into 
4 ,thexoom, where, ſeated on aſopha, 
ſhe beheld Lady Wilford, who roſe up 
to receive her with an air of condeſcend - 
ing kindneſs, the dictate of a proud foul. 
Edelfrida, however, accuſtomed to be- 
lieve things what they“ appeared, ac- 
cepted this ſnew of regard, and repaid 
it from her heart. Lady Wilford then 
preſented her to Miſs Wilford, a young 
lady of no very [promiſing aſpect; ſhort 
in ſtature, clumſy, and ill made in her 
perſon, with a broad face, a flat noſe, 
and light grey eyes, whoſe expreſſion 
was that of ill nature and malice. She 
was moſt whimſically dreſſed, and ridi- 
culouſly affected in her manners. When 
the ceremony of this introduction was 
over, a gentleman, who ſat by Lady 
Wilford on the ſopha, ſtepped up to 


her, 


her; and begged ſhe would do him the 
hongur to introduce him to her lovely 
1 — ſombthing of gri- 
mace in his manner, and ſomething (in 
Edelfrida'sidea) ſ6 odd in his hb þ6 
ſon and appearance, that ſhe co 
ſcarcely avoid laughing, while ſhe'eurt- 
fed to him ” [223% 0) 
When they were all ſeated; Mr. Mar- 
un {for by chat name Lady -Wilford* 
preſented him to ber), with all imagin- 
able cafe, furveyed her features through 
a glaſs, which hung to his button. He 
then whiſpered his neighbour; witk 
an air of importance. Tea ſoon aſter 
being brought in, Edelfrida was re- 
lieved a little from the examination of 
the whole party, who. ſeemed to Copy 
Mr. Martin. When the ſervants retired 
again, Lady Wilford propoſed to her 
to play at cards, but ſhe excuſed her- 
ſelf by pleading ignorance. They then 
forced Mr. Dudley to take Sir James's 
place, and he ſat: down to whiſt, with 
: Miſs 
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Miſs Wilford for his partuer, againſt her 
ladyſhip and Mir. Martin. Lady Wil- 
ford making room for Edelfrida to fir 
next her; between the deals, entered 
into converſation, with er ere 6 
ſmile on her countenance. 
Edelftida, however, though en 
means prone to make ill natured obſer- 
vations on any one, could not help won - 
dering to find the amiable Maria Dud- 
ley's ſiſter fo much the reverſe of her- 
ſelf. Beſides ſne had often heard, when 
a child, ere ſhe left England with her 
father, that Miſs Dudley was a woman 
greatly admired and much ſpoken of 
by the men: But how could the think 
it poſſible that a perſon, large and deſti- 
tute of all ſymmetry, a complexion na- 
turally fair indeed, but now'florid even 
to coarſeneſs; prominent eyes, without 
tuſtre or ſoftneſs; an ill ſhaped noſe, 
and a wide mouth how could ſhe ſup- 
poſe that a female of this deſcription 
could ever have had any pretenſions 
1 to 
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to beauty? While, onothe contrary, 


nothing was ſaid, poſſeſſed many more 
requiſites than her ſiſter towards making 
her handſome. She was tall, ſlender, 


and elegant, with a prepoſſeſſing coun- 


tenance, and eyes which-fpokethe gentle- 
neſs of her temper. During the rubber, 
Mr. Dudley was ſo taken up with con- 
templating the fair object which was juſt 
in his view, that he made feveral mif- 
takes in the game, which Miſs Wil- 
ford obſerved, with much acrimony in 
her manner, ſeemingly not much de- 
hghted: with the homage both gentle- 
men ſilently paid to Edelfrida. 
At ſupper, Mr. Martin placed himſelf 
on one ſide the fair ſtranger, Mr Dud- 
ley on the other, leaving Miſs Dudley 
and Miſs Wilford to ſeat themſelves on 
the other ſide the table. Mr. Martin 
was officiouſly civil to Edelfrida, recom- 
mending ta her ſeveral diſhes, as being 
PO acquainted with their excel. 


lencies ; 


Maria, of whoſe: perſonal endowmenes 


— — pected 
| from theicook, on, rote hes pro- 

perlys in che language of a valuptu: 
ͥ When the cloth was removed, 

Heaffeted ru diſplay his wit an ſeveral 
ſubſects, and ſucceeded equally well on 
alli ſconvinc ing ſuch as oou¹id be con- 
| vinced that he had a plentiful, Jack 
_ 7; ET bop 3 art bi © at | un 
Ja the midſt of his woſt entertaining 
diſcqurfe, he took frequent occafian to 
whiſper in Edelfrida's ear, bow much 
che bright luſtre of her eyes had pierced 
him that he was in extacy when. ſhe 
eondeſcended to; beſtou one of her be- 
witehing ſmiles on him, and a number 
— ſpeeches in the ſame ſirain, 
which appeared: to her ſo ſin ab- 
ſurd, that the concluded he — 
Meanwhile Mr. Dudley, knowing the 
man, gurſſed the fort of language he 
vauld addreſs to what he ſuppoſed an 
2 eee Edel- 
5 | frida's 


1 mg J 

frida's' countenarice to diſcover how-ſhe 
receive@ it. He” ſ60n”ſaw; chat it was 
with difficulty ſhe: preſerded het com- 
pofure, which ſhe was frequently od the 
poipt of loling in a ſit of laughter. 
When they retited to bed; Miſs Dud- 
ley went with Edelfrida into her room, 
where the diverted herſelf at Mr. Mar- 
tin's EX Pence. £ a The: 1:t11 Dl 

e I ſee,“ ſaid ſhe, you have charm- 
ed the Nabob; but I would not have 
4 you flatter yourſelf that he will be ah 
« eaſy "conqueſt; for he has novſmall 
* harr of ſelf-complacency, and a 
% monſtrous fortune; ſo that he thinks 
© himſelf irreſiſtible, and that every wo- 
% man he ſees has a deſign upon his 
heart. He's a great favourite here; 
how he comes to be ſo I can't ĩma- 
< gine—it muſt be my total want of 
taſte without doubt... 

For my part, replied Edelfrida, 
thought he was mad; for he talked 
* in the moſt ridiculous ſtile imaginable 
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to me, who, you know; am an entire 
{#:ftranger} to him. 
O, Lord, child, exclaimed Miſs 
Dudley, ! how ignorant you are; that's 
quite the eaſe of a man of faſhion, a 
__ $:charaQer he wiſhes always to ſupport, 
£:enly;be ſometimes — SRP 

—— eres MOD 2 WH; 
„beg his Nesden, Gd Edelkrids 
4 I did not indeed underſtand that foch 
manners were characteriſtic of the 
man af faſhion; but 1 Logs 1 thail 
learn better in tine. 
+6; Now foppoſe;*-reſained Miſs Dod: 
ley; ſuppoſe you ſhould ſeriouſly 
wound the heart of this Adonis, 
Edelfrida, you could not think of re- 
c ecting the ſpendid alliance, ſhould 
he lay his perſon and fortune at your 
SifeeF'r mnavs bas dent ae 
mould,“ replied Edelfrida, “ drop 
{him à curtſy, and deſire him to pick 
* himſelf and his fortune up again, as 
A far above any price 1 
(311071: & could 


[ 7 ] 
* could! bid for them; but, however,” 


added ſhe, laughing, „till he has laid 


them ſu low, there is no occafion for 
© me to make any reſolutrions . 
That's wiſely ſaid, my dear, re- 
6e plied Miſs Dudley, “ ſo go to bed, 


and dream yourſelf into conceit with 


him; for you'll ſeldom look upon 
© his like again. Good night, my fair 
c u U a bob ot 109 Lib I? 
Edelfrida, when left alone, inſtead of 
beſtowing her thoughts on the Nabob, 
as Miſs Dudley had ad viſed her, turned 
them upon a much more intereſting ob- 
ject, the abſent Henry, who, on every 
compariſon, roſe in her eſteem, not that 
with Mr. Martin ſhe condeſcended to 
compare him. With theſe ideas float - 
ing on her mind, ſhe cloſed her beaute- 

ous eyes in fleep, and even there the 


image of her Henry accompanied her, 


and preſented a fair and Wan r 


to her. Mere Montre 
un —— at breakfaſt, Lad x 
Wilford 
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Wuferc told her gueſts; that ſhe” pro- 
jected a little dance in the cburſe of the 
week; If ſhe cod muſter a pleaſant ſet 


Wherewith to compoſe it of. We ex- 
e pect Captain Mandeville to: morrow-/, 


continued ſhe, looking ſignificantly at 
her ſiſter; who coloured at this intelli- 
gence; “ and, with ſome of our neigh- 
*bours;"[ think we ſhall be able to 
„make up à tolerable ſet; we are four 
*© couples, 3 . in mum * 
enn enden e. 
e Oh, oy ah means, let uy Gave a 
* Uanee,”- cried Mr. Martin, “ it is a 
<©moſt exhilarating exerciſe,” particu- 
cg larly when the Graces join in it, 
looking full at Edelfrida, Who Was not 
little entertained by Bis gelt affecta- 
t. Feste te e ae | 
Autliæfter breakfaſt, the ladics adjourned 
into Aady W ilford's dreſũng room, who 
continued talking of and ſettling her 
plans forthe: intended ball. Then, turn- 
ing to: Edeltrida; faid, “ Bray, my dear, 
19d 2:7; have 


l x89 J 


n 
| « Proper for a ball! We £b gbnil 8-595! 
1 h. brought, ] abi the, fall 
the dreſs I am in. poſſeſſion of, Which 
5 is compoſed of black 5 
« and I fear by do means. fc fo rubs 
« caſion, it being perfectly plaimg h 
ine No,“ ſaĩd her lady ſhip, 3 that will 
not do indeed ; it ãs an equipment 
more ſuited to a funetal than a dance. 
F Perbapg;” returned Edelfrida, feel- 
18155 it 18a dreſs more ſuitahle tomy 
condition and circumſtances than any 
© other ; ſince it continually keeps in 
| zn mid what I ought never to for- 
ü 7 get, the great and irrepatable loſs Þ 
*.have ſuſtained. NN ee b 
Q, pray: don't) indulge theſe melan- 
„ choly fits, child,” replied Lady Wil- 
ford, with à ſcornful ſmile; I chink 
you haue nat yet felt the loſs you, 
complain of! WW Batt: . nin ID; >? 
I ſuould ſuppoſe not inder erindd 
0 _ Wilford, with a toſs of her head; 

| «© but 
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62 five.” tips 
adelfrida felt chivi comekiyly and ill 
natute very ſeverely, but made no an- 
ſwer to it. She could not, however, re- 
ſtrain her tears; therefore walked to the 
window to conceal them, while the ge. 
nerous gentle Maria followed her; with 
eyes of kind commiſeration, ſaying, 
ce Dear ſiſter; confider”—< Ridiculous!” 
replied: her ladyſhĩip; what did I ſay 
F io cauſe all this diſtreſs..:. HG 20 
From experience, ſaid Edelfrida, 
turning round g and collecting herſelf,” F 
Lady Wilford can form no idea of N 
* my feelings ; and moſt fineerely 1 
_ © wiſh ſhe never may be able to judge 
do they? by the Joſs of any one of 
thoſe friends,” O art defervedly dear 
5 40 heriꝰ Then caſting a look of cook” 
diſdain on Miſs Wilford; ne ſeated her. 
ſelf again, reſolved to heat up againſt” - 
the malice of fortune, which had placed 
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her, amengſt | perſons: the: could not 


eſteem. Vi 
Lady Wilford, benden e ſhe 
was not the tame animal ſhe expected 
to have found in a dependant couſin,” 
with that meanneſs, which ever acconn-' 
panies the words and actions of the'bafer// 
ly proud, ſhe ſoftened her frowning 
aſpect, and aſſured Edelfrida ſhe meant 
only to jeſt with her. Miſs Wilford, 
boiling with all thoſe dirty envious' paſ- 
fions which reign in little ſordid minds, 
now ſhrunk into herſelf, waiting inſidi- 
ouſly for an hour more favourable to that 
ſpleen. which rankled in her böſom a- 
gainſt an object, to whom nature bad 2 
been ſo much mote layifh, than to her“ 
ſelf ; for, with all her vanity; he cod“ 
not but feel that Edelfrida foared'be- © 
yond her, in every grace of perſon," as 
much as every other ohſetver muſt ſee 5 
the-did-in eyery: grace of ſoul. ed | 
3 TY} 8 b * 121Hyr, if to „ile Nen: 
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ich paſſed previous to 
dhe Praiected, ball, were — 
with,pa material, incident, dave. dhe ar- 
rival f Captain, Mandeyille—Lady 
Wilford had, indeed. Kent her temper 
tolerably, which, to thoſe, ho were well 
ae nden nde gx- 
RO hb ArGes 59 age from, 
the mind ot. Edelfrida the carly,impecl- 
ſion ſhe had made to her gown diſadvan· 
tage, the preſented her with a new crape 


_ dreſs to the gight of the dance, accom- 


pany ing het preſent, with, many, profel- 
fions of frieng{hip,,and, magy flattering 
encomiums on her beauty, which-(zpdg- 
ing by herlel{), ſhe, was convinced mult 
make hex pegoę efſectuallyp . 
Edelfrida, faupd, greas reluctance in 
her mind to accept this preſent; for ſhe 
* nend 2 ha to the giyer, 
159 which 
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which ſhe endeavoured not to conquer. 
It has been obſerved, that the reſented, 
with impenetrable contempt, inſults 


which othets perhaps paſs lightly oyer k 
but as her iffeQions were warm and für- 


vent, ſo were her averfions. | To re ſe 


this offeri of peace was, * however, to 
create a diſcord the dreaded; therefore 
the took it, not gratefully, but in fome 
* of neceflity, * gk 
Mr. Martin, who 1 by Way time 
lh as much enamouted of her as his 
nature n br gen of, began to turn i in 
king 1 is 


- » . . 


The ladies were aware of the 7 
Edelfrida had wrought in him, and Lady 
Wilford joined Miſs Wilford to fotward' 
the progreſs of "his paſſion from tl is 
motive; the latter was paſſionately in 
love with Mr. Dudley und, having 3 
large fortune at her ow diſp6fal; his a- 
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milly encotraged the hope that it would 
be a match ; all of them, except Maria, 


who knew, if there was any faith in man, 
it never could; for ſhe alone had heard 
her brother vehemently declaim againſt 
all thoughts of ſuch an union. But 
Mifs Wilford; not ſufpecting his diſlike 
to her, which his politeneſs and good 
nature induced him to conceal, thought 
that, if Edelfrida was once diſpoſed of, 
chere would be no longer any impedi- 
ment to her marriage with Mr. Dudley. 
With this idea, then, the promoted Mr. 
Martin's growing attachment to her, 
not from any with to ſee her happily 
ſettled above the evils of dependanee. 
Edelfrida mean time thought that if 
Mr. Martin choſe to make himſelf ridi- 
culous, the need not ſcruple to aſſiſt 
him; therefore, far from declining his 
converfation, ſhe appeared to he pleaſed 
With it, in order to ſeek an opportunity 
of playing on his foibles, and exhibit- 
Wy him to the * in colours truly 
| ludicrous, 
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{udicrous; ſo that his beſt friends could 
not always help joining in the laugh 
againſt him: but he, wrapt up in his 
own conſequence, never peree ive from 
what ſource her attention to him pro- 
ceeded.; he was file that pros heart 
was his own. 62-190) 210 | 
In this fronten of be vn ball 
evening arrived. Mr. Martin, with his 
uſual florid ſtile of addteſs, ſolicited the 
felicity of Edelfrida's fair hand for the 
firſt dances, hoping to be ſo favoured 
frequently in the courſe of the evening. 
Mr. Dudley engaged her for the next 
two; and thus provided for the early 
part of the evening, ſhe joĩnod the party 
in the houſe, ho now expected the vi- 
ſitors every moment. | 
Since the arrival of Captain Mande- 
ville, Edelfrida had obſerved that her 
friend Maria was in much better ſpirits 
than before; nor did it require much 
penetration to diſcover that he paid her 
that 1 of attention which beſpeaks 
bil K 2 more 
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more than an ordinary acquaintance. 
Lady Wilford's fignificant looks too, 
together with Miſs Wilford's hints, gave 
her every reaſon to ſuſpect that he was 
a fayoured lover of Marias. How he 
ſtood in the eſtimation of Sir Edward 
and Lady Dudley ſhe as yet knew not; 
but Was rather inclined to think not 
perfectiy well, as his name had never. 
been mentioned at Dudley Park, in her 
hearing. | Nee 
e ſeven thats the ge 
gan to move at Wilford Lodge; and, 
25 e exghit, all the company were af. 
ſembled, confiſting of the neighbouring 
families. About nine, the dancing be- 


gan; and Mr. Martin triumphant}y/led 
his s penner (unquiſtionably - the hand- 
ſomeſt woma n preſent) into the ſet, where 
ſhe excited the genetal admiration of 
the men, and the enyy of the ladies, at 
leaſt many of them, Who conſidered 
themſelves belles of the firſt rate. 


The ſet being finiſhed ro Edelfrida's in⸗ 
finite 
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finite ſatisfaction, as ſhe began to find a 
tete d tete rather heavy and diſagreeable 
with Mr. Martin, ſhe reſigned her hand, 
with apparent pleaſure, to Mr. Dudley, 
who looked delighted at the cordiality 
with which ſhe received him. They 
danced but little, which was to him a great 
gratification, as, by that means, he en- 
joyed her converſation unmoleſted, ex- 
cept that Miſs Wilford, caſting a jealous 
eye towards them, made ſeveral excuſes 
to ſpeak to either one or the other, in 
order to. interrupt the ſubject which 
ſeemed--to intereſt them, thought was 
in fact nothing of any moment. Ere 
this engagement ended, Mr. Dudley 
took care to make another, which ſhould 
give him a title to ſit by Edelfrida at 
ſupper. He was then obliged to leave 
her tothe fortunate man who had aſk- 
ed her for the following dances. | 
la the- midſt of this ſcene of gaiety, 
appearing to enter into it with full as 


much ſpirit as any perſon preſent, Edel- 
K 3 frida, 
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frids,-ratwithflanding, ſeeretly ſighed 
for the abſence of the only man on earth 
who 'had' really power to engage her 
a or intereſt her feelings. A fiekly 
languor ſtole acroſs her viracity, and 
me Was obliged to conſtrain her (atten- 
tion to the objects before her, or her 
abſence of mind might have been ob- 
ſerved, and have led to enquiries ſhe 
had no inclination at that me to an- 
ſwet. Many gentlemen aſied her to 
dance, but the found none fo pleaſant 
as her c Ms Dudley, who ſeemed 
to ſtudy her humour, and inſenſibly fall 
inte it, let it be what it would 3 a kind 
of flattery-wery Heeres een le 
_—_ 

Mr. Martin now eppreached hes: once 
more ; and, with the air of a man who 
demands his right only, he took her 
hand, and hoped ſhe would dedicate the 
reſt of the evening to him, finee he had 
had the patience ſo long to behold other 

nde n 33G EH >» men 
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men in aſſeſ on of, the; happineſs he 
anew for. nod io ond d. | 
of Lam engaged, Sir, fajd Eaelrida 
| 40 for every dance during the evening. 
Engaged! repeated he, wih a 
wid of diſappointed, vanity “ Is, that 
« uſing me well, Ma am? Did I not peti - 
«< tion for the honour of being your 
© partner; before any ons clic ? ad 1 
think my pretenſions are not inferior 
*« ro:thaſe af an man in this; room. 
„ fancy, Sir,” replied ſhe, haugh- 
4 tity, that the pretenſions of every 
«gentleman in this roam are equal, as 
far as the queſtion in de hate exaends;, 
6 and E alſo fang I am at liberty to ac- 
e cept for my partner any one of them 
baba de me the fayour to aſk 

me.“ "it 8:19 118 Sch alu *D OX5f LI 
Ol certainly, Ma'am,” returned ho, 
with a ſneer, l do not preſume to 
dictate to you, though perhaps the 
time may come when it is poſſible 
* you may regret this coquetry, and 
K 4 5 once 


K 
once more attempt to regain the heart 
thus iuly thrown a-πwy r 4 157 ) 
A ſmile of contempt ſat ond the fea- 
tures of Edelſrida, as he uttęred this 
ſpeech, which ſo euraged him, that he 
| c_ outs” enn gib Sit 
© You may reſerve your mirth, Ma'am, 
10 for ſome other occaſion; you'II find, 
e believe, that men of fortune don't 
* every day entertain thoughts of mar- 
« rying inſignificant Miſſes without a 
«< ſhilling.” 1 % 1% U 51 Ala 
Mr. Dudley, who was hovering near, 
heard the laſt ſentence ſpaken, iu a tone 
of ſuch warm feſentment, that he came 
up to Edelfrida to learn the meaning of 
it. To which ſhe rep lied: 
This gentleman thinks he) pro- 
te claims a becoming ſpirit, by inſulting 
te woman, who never felt hexſelf ſufli- 
* cĩently intereſted about him ta wiſh. 
ec either to offend or pleaſe him. 
J muſt beg, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Dudley, 


* "0" you will do me the favour to aſk 
by this 
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£6: this ladyꝭs pardon : no mam ſttall in- 
&« ſult her with impunity/ be afſured.” 
-:2#-/Four interference, Mr. Dudley, 
was quite unneceſſury,rplied Mr. 
Martin; , we could have i ſettledd out 
little diſpute without a third per- 
«Gal Ni 100 viototyumnt bot) 
Cote; come; Sir, cried Mr, Dud- 
leyz with a determined air, aff this 
«lady's pardon for che inſult you Have 
5 dared:ro offer her 5 or you and I muſt 
ce talk the matter over at another tine 
< andplace.-Don'raffe to deceive your- 
felt imta#a-betief that you ſhall ever 
ade on ſuch terms wit Edelfrida Dud- 
& ley, us to make my interpoſition ei- 
© ther unneceſſary or impertinent. 
cEetffidul udp fullyiivate of ihe im- 
prudence the. had been guilty ef, by 
making her couf a party in chis affair, 
ſtole” away, in order irs confult Maria 
what was to be done. She found her 
quietly ſeated in the next oom deep in 


converſation with Captain Mandeville; 
4 K 5 when 
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Alsberg them, pale and trem. 
*©Hing; fe exclaimed, Oh! my dear 
Marla, what have h dene l how you 
„wilt hate me for it! and how 1 * 
e and deteſt myſelf”? Ia nt n. 
„or Heaven's ſake, my dear,” re- 
plied” Miſs Dudley, all aftoniftunear, 
nee eee r N en 
$f this apitation 2 49! 
« Q--P mourn * <1 Wm ah 
wo brother into a quarreł with: that 

—that —— _—_ 
© and-try- t&appeaſe-them,” | 
can't apprehend ſuch hs 
de confequences/as- you ſeem to do,” 
ſaid Miſe Dudtey/;- but I will go in- 
& ſtantly Mandeville, added the, 
take care of Ddelfrida; ſhe looks 
64 ready to drop down.“ AO an 
Way ſhe went, and Captain Mande- 
low (ſame wine, endeavouring all the 
time te calm her fears, which, however, 
ſuhſided not till Maria returned with 
| her 


[ 203 J 


her brother, who, flying to Edelfrida, 
aſſured her all was over, Mr. Martig 
had condeſoended to alk his pardon, and 

alla hers, and ſo ended the diſpute. 
This little incident, however, con- 
firmed Mr. Dudley's hopes; and, in the 
moſt empaſſioned tone and manner, he 
conjured her to compoſe herſelf; for 
that on her n depended his life and 

happineſs, q a | 

Edelfrida, 1 with his voiee and 
TR words, inſtantly ſaw the error into 
which he had fallen. It flaſhed at once 
upon her; and, with an embaraſſed 
air, ſhe replied to him, fearful of ſtill 
plunging him deeper into the evil ſhe 
could only deplore, to eſcape him, ſhe 
complained af a pain in her head, and 
wiſhed to retire to her apartment, for 
ſome time at leaſt, if not for the re- 
mainder of the night. Maria offered 
tu accompany her; and, juſt as they were 
quitting the room, Lady Wilford enter- 
BEEN K 6 ed, 


ll 
eld, wich cyes flaſhingg the fire of indig- 
nation: [ls 16 fl 1% 
ie, Ma'arng* ſaid ſhe to Edelfrida, 
«your have given yourſelf pretty airs, 


nd yu wanted; I fuppoſe, to have 
eur fame celebrated by either the 
« death of my brother or Mr. Martin. 
ed beg in future, you'll recollect your- 
ce ſelf and hot interrupt the harmony of 
te 2>whole company, by your inſolence 
to uny gentleman . 
This attack ſo overpowered Edel- 
frida, that Mie threw! herſelf into Miſs 

Dudley's arms, and burſt into a paſſion 
of tears. But it had a different effect 
upon Mir. Dudley, who, forgetting his 
prudent ſcheme, avowed. his tenderneſs 
for Edelfrida, in direct terme: 

«<< Tkis is treatment, exclaimed he, 
turning to his fifter, C which I will ne · 


ver tamely witneſs; and if you, Lady 
« Wilford, think-it: conſiſtent wih the 
© laws of friendſhip and hoſpitality, it 
« 3s the laſt time Edelfrida ſhall, with 
* my 
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my conſent, enter your doorti I. will 
protect her, at all hazards;'ofrom 
£. every indigtity ; and with pritie will 
V proclaĩm to abe world and my own 
60 family, that ſhe alone is poſſeiſetl of 
my affections, and ever ſhall. poſſeſs 
then. 10 1odrond yom eh 
Vaſtly well,“ returned her lady ſhip. 
% Sir Edward and Lady Dudley Will, 
no doubt, be exceeding rejcioed at 
the worthy and qudicious choice you 
„ havemadeqiovo he, eidD | 
Saying this, ſhe left the room; and 
Edelfrida, no longer able to ſupport 
herſelf, was, in a great meaſure, carried 
to her own; room; 1 Maria; eg 
ing, followed. 
Mr. Dudley nid himſelf, herr her 
. up-ſtairsy and when there, reluctantly 
br rer ſiſter and her maid. 
By degrees, the firſt violence of her 
emotion ſubſided; which when Miſs 


Dudley perceived, ſhe dimiſſed her ſer-ů > 


vant, 


Tl 
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vant, that they might be mor at liberty 
1 the diſtreſſing ſubject. 
My dear Edelfrida,” ſaid her faith- 
ful friend, ſuſſer not the inſolence of 

*< amaen+;know you deſpiſe, to agitate 
your feelings to. a degree injurious 

ce to your health and happineſs; and 
ens te my fifter's unfriendly and in- 
<.confiderate - behaviour, - attribute; it 

% folely; to that uncontrolled warmth 

ef diſpoſition which ever has diſtin- 

** guiſhed her through life. She can. 
5% not help it now; but I am con- 
e vinced, that to-morrow ſhe will be 
66 ſorry for the part ſhe: has taken to- 
night. For my fake, then, try to 
forget and forgive it; and rely upon 
% my brotherꝰs affection for a ſecurity 
„ againſt all ſuch inſults in future. 
©© He loves not lightly, my charming 

7e friend 3 and his heart, be aſſured, is 

| La very valuable one : tg you he has 
given it; and he will, I am con- 
7 7 vinced, boldly affert your undoubted 
| claim 


1 ] 


6% daim ta it, and conquer any little 
<« oppoſition/|/he may meet with from 
the views my mather has formed 
ec without kis concurrence, and in 
mich, had he not known deere 
© never would concur.“ 
Ah! Maria, replied Edelfrida, 
© what you offer to me as/ conſolation 
e under theſe mortifying circumſtances, 
greatly augments my diſtreſs. Vour 
brother, you fay, loves me; indeed 
he generouſly declared it himſelf; 
think then, my kind friend, how it 
e muſt wound my feelings to tell him, 
© I have no heat ta diſpoſe of in re- 
< turn for the excellent one he beſtows 
Son me. I love another, even to a 
degree of enthufiafm which occupies 
© my whole ſoul ; and: while I continue 
<|to: be, the: ſame animated ſentiment 
L wiſh to Heaven E had made you 
* acquainted: with this: ſecret ſooner. 
„ might have truſted you; I felt I 
„might, 


114 
„might, with ſafety ;; but an irreſiſti- 
** ble impulſeſurged me to ſilence; by 
lich means, I fear I have diſturbed 
the peace oo your brothers mind, 
Hot deſtroyedd it, I fetvently hope.“ 

* if] hope not, ſaid Maria, with a 
deep-lighs 10 Hf vat O 1h, TOR * 
vf Loudo not think me ſo light and 
« worthleſs, my»friendgras40itrifterith* 

<< the Aſſectious of an amidble man, I 
truſts: Speak to me, Maria; poll 
lende is dagger to my beat. 
Maria embraced ber, and replied, 
Indeed I dot. But be nat. ſur- 
*<-pnifetl, Edelfrida, if I grieveouef the 
At verei diſappointment poar- Edward 
eins about to endure. I think my 
© happineſs is inſe parahle from his; 
ebam: ſurtꝭ it ovght: to be fo; for he 
ccibüsc ver heen my K indeſt. friend: 
Themis kortüngg then, which affalts 
His tnanquillity, muſt alſo injure mine. 
« Befides- 1 8 8 had cheriſhed the 
hope 


ATR 
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© hope of calling you my ſiſter g for I 
© already>love you agfuch/iuqc: old | 
How confolacory,?” exctaimed Edel- 
fridaz** is che danguag of firicerefriehd- 
« ſhip4: Oh Maria never withdraw 
from me your regard, I conjure you; 
© for next to my affection for my gene- 
„ Henry, your! kindneſs ig my 
, greateſt bleſſin g 
When 1 loft my father, Heaven, 
eint pity to my aſſliction ſent me two 
<« friends to ſuſtain me in this untried 


«/;ourney of life, or how ſhould I Have 


16. ſurvivedꝭ fo ſedere a bloꝶ.. 
Four mother, my dear Maria, 
, gonſiders me as an intruder into her 
% family. Your father extends his 

*« protection to me out of chiariy ; he 
ce; joves me not as the child of his once- 
©© delo ved and ever excellent brother. 
"SO «Gifteo, . and: Mifs! Wilford, re- 
guard and treat me as an humble de- 
e pendant. ut my ſoul is not formed 
' ; cc to 
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Nen gde db humiliating ſeora. For 
< your ſake, however, and che proſpect 
Hoffa ſpeedy. relief, I ſhall bear it 
patiently. while IL ſtay amongſt you, 
% den Lam temoved to a Tels exalted, 
hut ſar, far happier ſitustion, when 1. 
** am protected by Henry Evelyne, I 
© (hall not feel their contempt. But 
your goodneſs, while 1 have life] 
mall nevet forget, whether my deſ- 
Le tin ſhall conduct me to. a palace or 
<a eattage” 99 1943, DIICW ai effioOr 

*© You, my Edelfrida, will ſeon be 
© happy; z you: deſerve,“ fajd- Miſs 
Dudiey tenderly ;; “ and; whatever your 
*.cendition-may* be, I ſhall remain your 

conſtant friend, be aſſure. 
But Edward how ſhall we 
A break to him tidings ſo full of def 
& pair? ou, yourſelf, muſt undertake 
to tell hiur his fate; from your mouth 
*ͤge muſt hear it; from any one elſe, 
© he would diſcredit it,” 


“ Well,” 
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Well,“ replied Edelfrida, ſighing 
from the bottom of her heart, “well, 


ͤäſince he muſt know it, Lowe him the 

** ſacrifice. of my ow] feelings, and 
0 will not ſhrink from the taſk you aſ- 
© ſign- me, however e I bee 

fe ſhall find it.“? of | 

_ Miſs Dudley's sd nom came =p; 
to ĩnform her miſtreſs that ſupper was 
on the table, and Captain Mandeville 
waiting to conduct her to the ſupper- 
room, in which the * were af- 
ſembling. * „S1 

Edelfrida inliſted o on His going FI 
for that ſhe would go. inſtantly to bed. 
Her own: plea for not appearing again, 
was indiſpoſition, 

Miſs Dudley then took leave of her 
for that night, and returned to the 
company, . 

Edelfrida undreſſed herſelf, Wy: went 
to bed ; but ſleep refuſed to viſit her 
eyes; ſo that ſhe ſpent the night in 
ruminating 


1890 } 
ruminating over the diſagreeable events 
which had happened to her in the courſe 
of a few hours, and 'in thinking of the 
diſtreſſing explanation which was foon 
to take place rer wel 
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CHAPTER NI is io 
106t * doid w- aomusnalgao, gaillowtth 
T was very late next morning ett 
any perſon in the houſe was ſtir- 
ring; but Edelfrida, not deing able to 
ſlee p, got up as ſoon as it was light, 
reſolving to take the very firſt oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to Mr. Dudley, hav- 


ing no doubt but that he would begin 


the ſubject the moment Whey): were alone 
together. | 

With a beating ith * he ge- 
ſcended from her room, when ſhe 
thought the breakfaſt-parlour would 95 
ready to receive ge. 

She found it in order for the recep- 
tion of the family, but empty. She 
ſeated herſelf by the fire; and as the 
time approached when ſhe might, ex- 
pect to be joined by ſome of the party, 
ſhe felt her ſpitits ſink, and her reſolu- 
tion grow weaker and weaker. N 
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She heard a ſtep move towards the 
doot; and 1 N ſhe kept her 
: place. „ Tits brig 74D Yy 116 
While e was conſidering aer 
to go or ſtay, 59 ee . . 
room. 

—B ok and cold, 
red and pale. She trembled, and at- 
tempted to riſe; but the effort as too 
much; and the-fell baek into her ſeat in 
à ſtate of #gvriizing diſtreſs. 

He approached her; he took ber 
hand. Why this agitation, my be- 
<:loved Edelfiida; ſuĩd he affeftion- 
#ely ;\'** from me you have nothing 
to expect but the moſt unalterable 
e eſteem, the moſt perfect admiration, 
* f not only your deautiful perſon, 
dut your ſtill mere beautiful mind; 
you are the moſt lovely of women ; 
and my ſoul dotes upon you.“ 
O fſpare me, ſhe otied, almoſt 
breathleſs, “ ſpare yourſelf and me; I 
can endure nombre!!! 
© 18M ** She 


£ 6 
She grew fick as death; ſhe could 
not ſupport herfelf. But Mr. —— 
all anxiety and apprehenſion, ar. 5 
arms round e te m_ ing 


from her chair. 5 
—— | © {000% | 
For Heaven's ſake, my Edelfrida, 


* ſpeak — bez 715 n on 
the rack. 

Having — n at ber 
heave by weeping plencifully, the. * 
covered herfelf a litde, and, a. 
ing herſelf from 
unfold the ſtate of her affections to him, 
when, in the inſtant, Miſs * 

into the room. | 
beholding Mr., Dud- 
ley's eountenance, and Edelfrida' 's: _— 
red and ſwelled wich OR U 01 
fancy, ſaid ſhe mn that 


105 10 PTE 
« interrupt you.“ 99 0b 1554 
| ow 
© Mr. Dudley — to oth ind 
without anſwering, { 


. er at all, 
— _ and, wy 
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* Ma' am; and indeed ſhe felt truly 
glad to be relieved at that time, for 
her ſpirits were altogether unequal to 
the taſk impoſed on her. 
Mr. Martin next made his appear - 
ance; which he had no ſooner done, 
than Mr. Dudley ſaid to him, pointing 
to Edelſrida, This lady; Sir, is now 
ce at leifure to receive your apology. 
Martin coloured, but wiſely reſolv- 
ing not to endanger a perſon of ſuch 
value and importance as his own, in his 
on eſtimation, he advanced to Edel- 
ec as underſtood to intend any offence 
«to you. I had hoped,” added be, 
bowing aſfectedly, that my devotion 
<«« was 100 well known: for my words 
or actions 40 EP as mn" A con- 
* ſtryQtion.” 4465 J 
- Edelfrida,/ sd even more by 
his meanneſs than his brutality, curt - 
fied with an air of dignity, and replied, 


2 * 3 to every one in 
| « this 


b ap ] 
< this houſe, is all I expect or defire to 
meet with, Sir; and if I miſtook 
your meaning, Iheg your pardon.“ 
« It is . with a 


complacent air, a mutual exchange 
f forgiveneſs; and now! I hope we 
© ſhall be good: friends again. 
Mr. Dudley caſt on him a look which 
ſaid, What an incorrigible puppy! 
Edel frida anne 
from him. Zenn 2 
Miſs Wi ord ſat ently 5 fuelling 
at this ſcene, viewing it with inward 
mortificatiom; but at the ſame time 
affecting a conſequential / appearance, 
which on all little occaſions ſhe was 
wont cop οↄ) ..... 
«Miſs Dudley and Captain Mandeville, 
with Sir James Wilford, now joined the 
party in the breakfaſt - parlour . 
Lady Wilford ſeldom: nn. 
room ſo early in the dax = 
No further notice was taken 4 

had ved bot 1 
Vl of 


L 218 J 
of ſomething diſagreeable, as it were 
in agitation felt conſtrained; and with 

difficulty, indifferent. ſubjects were pro- 
poſed, hut ſo ill e that they 
inſenſibly dropt again. 
© / Breakfaſt was no 8 over, * 
Miſs Wilford, impatient to communi- 
cate to her amĩable filter che events of 
the morning, left the room; and as 
it was bright, froſty weather, the reſt 
agreed to take a walk. _— 
The ladies ſent for their HPO and 
Mr. Dudley, without heſitation, taking 
Edelfrida's arm under his, Captain Man- 
de ville of courſe being Miſs Dudley's eſ- 
cort, Martin was compelled to make Sir 
James his companion, which mortified 
him not a little; and he was alſo 
obliged to keep his diſtance. too, for 
Mr. Dudley gave him a look, if he 
drew too near, which he did not chuſe 
to miſunderſtand. 


When they were n a little way 
from the houſe, and ſufficiently de- 
| tached 


6 


tached from the party, Mr. Dudley ſaid, 
Now then, my Edelfrida, relieve me, 
« I intreat you, from the cruel ſuſpenſe 
© have endured for a time which ap- 
te peared an age, and tell me whether I 
« am ſo happy as to poſſeſs that por- 
„ tion of your affection and eſteem 
* which I find neceſſary to ſatisfy the 
“demands of a paſſion not more ardent 
** than pure, not more warm than! it will 
« be laſting.” 
The tumult of Edelfrida's mine“ in- 
creaſed as Mr. Dudley pauſed for her 
reply. | 

ge aflyred,” ſaid ſhe in a low and 
tremulous voice, that you poſſeſs my 
** higheſt eſteem, my ' friendſhip: in no 
common degree; but 
- © But' what, my Edelfrida!“ ex- 
claimed he, with a look: of the moſt 
tearful impatience. © Oh] blaſt not 
** every hope; I dread, yet long to 
© hear the coneluſion 123 that terrible 
of and 51S OED. 55 
11 L 2 ce If e 
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4e If, ſaid Edelffida, have im- 
Fe e trifled' with your affec- 
“e tions, 1 call Heaven to witneſs, that 
the errot was involuntary —AS a 
we brother I regarded you; and: as ſuch, 
5 iocautiobſly, 1 fear 1 have encou- 
* raged. your generous partiality, by 
© accepting, with too much apparent 
e pleaſure, the kind attention you have 
ve uniformly beſtowed on me. Had 1 
* ſeen it in its preſent light, I would, 
«without {cruple, have made you the 
22 confidant of an attachment which 
ce death only, on my part, can diſſolve. 

Ere I was ſo happy as to rank Mr. 
+ Dudley amongſt the number of my 

< friends, my heart had received an in- 
& qelible impreſſion,” FO OTTOINL 

Covered with confuſion, and her eyes 
8280 on the Sround, Edelfuda uttered 
_ confeſſion. © we 
| Mr. Dudley was dumb for above a 
minute; then making an effort to ſpeak, 


he replied—* without cauſe to cenſure 
| 6s either 


* 
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« either myſelf or you, my. too-lovely 
« friend, 1 obeyed, the dictates of my 
nature in adoring you. That another 
« (aw and loved you firſt, is my mis- 
«© fortune 3—a misfortune which may, 
„ which will corrode my peace, as it 
6 deſtroys that phantom of happineſs 
&« I had fondly in imagination raiſed ; 

„but, Edelfrida, it hall not make 
„me ungrateful for your friendſhip 
“and eſteem; thoſe, at leaſt, I will ſtill 
äpoſſeſs, and, if poſſible, render myſelf 
0 worthy of them.— Say; is there any 
0 thing within the circle of my power 
ec which can forward your felicity, even 

with my rival? and behold me ready 
** to undertake it. 

Tears choaked her voice ; but as ſoon 
as ſhe, could ſpeak, ſhe thanked him, 
with a grace and animation peculiar to 
herlelf, for this exalted proof of his diſ- 
intereſted regard; but aſſured him, ſhe 
could by no means exact from him, 
even if her future happineſs required it, 

L 3 what 


x , 


dc 
what might ſtill more injure no RE 
ings. — Y 
* Well Sen, Eddifrida,? ad my in 
a tone of voice which proclaimed the 
. ſtruggle he maintained with himſelf, 
Since you will not allow me to inter- 
** fere,—here, in pity to my ſevere diſ- 
** appointment, here let the ſubject 
drop; only remember, that if ever 
you ſtand in need of the interpoſition 
of a friend, I will be that friend,—In 
te the mean time, I believe,” added he, 
with a deep figh, it will be prudent 
* for me to change the ſeene what 
. © man can bear to ſee a beautiful proſ- 
*© pet of a country before bim he is 
5% never to reach, a country in which 
© he vainly intended to take up his fu- 
© ture abode, but to which his adverſe 
«© fate forbids him ever to approach: 
„ how can he endure to gaze for ever, 
* ata diſtance, on the paradiſe, from 
dc which he is excluded ?—I will go, 
« then, and ſeek to regain my loſt 
© trans 
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" tranquillity, leaving my Edelfrida, I 
« fervently hope, on the point of rea- 
„ lizing the happineſs her virtues ren- 
eder her worthy of.— . 
Edelfrida could only ae * her 
tears; — and they ſoon after ſilently re- 
turned to the houſe, where Maria and 
ſhe retired, the one to relate, the other 
to liſten to what had paſſed. 
Miſs: Dudley embraced ; Edelfrida, 
and ſaid, while the drops of ſorrow and 
admiration at once filled her eyes, 
© Be ſtill my fiſter and friend; and 


© tranquillity very, very ſoon ; for 
* his heart is formed of too noble ma- 
© terials to be the prey of an unhappy, 
unſucceſsful paſſion. | 
Edelfrida returned: the embrece with 
all the warmth of gratitude; and friend- 
ſhip and fincerity joined in the wiſh, 

that Mr. Dudley might be happy. 
They then ſeparated to dreſs for din- 
ner, at which they. met. Lady Wilford, 
L 4 who 
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who ſhewed, by the coldneſs'of her 
manner to Edelfrida, that ſhe had by 
no meuns forgotten or forgiven the laſt 
night's adventure; Miſs Wilford, brim- 
full of fancied importance, caſt a ſcorn- 
ful look on her likewiſe; and every one 
ſeemed ſilently to wonder at Mr. Dud- 
ley's evident dejection, except the few 
who were'mtheiſecrer, 

The ſame © reſerve on the Age! 1of 
Lady and Miſs Wilford to Edelfrida 
continued the whole day; in the even- 
ing of which, Mr. Dudley aſked If 
any body had any commands to Dud- 
ley-park, for that he n de there 


the next day.“ 


Except bis ſiſter aa and Edel- 
frida, they all ſtared with aſtoniſhment 
at him; but he made no effort to re- 
move it, only repeated gravely, that he 
ſhould go on the morrow. 

*© It's very extraordinary,” exclauned 
Lady Wilford ; I dont underſtand it.” 


There is nothing further to be 
*© under- 
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«© underſtood, replied he. I am 


ämaſter of my on time and actions, 
and to- morrow I ſhall leave Wilford- 
« lodge; what is there extraordinary 
« in that?“ Jong tom DHHOARSIO 0 i} 
can eaſily gueſs to whom we are 
«« indebted,” {aid her ladyſhip, caſting 
a, look of reſentment on Edelfrida, 
« for the loſs of your company, and 
5 the ſudden change in your ſenti- 
ments. — Tis a moſt amiable office, 
to interrupt family harmony? 


“Caroline, replied Mr. Dudley, 


ſternly, “ attribute the fault to your- 
* ſelf, and your affociates, if harmony 
is interrupted, and endeavour to curb 
that unhappy temper of yours, which 
« is:;the- deſtruction of your own, and 
the peace of all your family and 
friends neither entertain nor en- 


= | oF 
courage in others an abſurd chi- 


e merical idea, which will never be 
realized nor ſuffer your unworthy 

* and unjuſt reſentment to fall where 
| L 5 your 
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our warmeſt eſteem and higheſt 2d. 
*© miration ought to be offered.” 
This grave rebuke ſilenced her; but 
by no means removed the prejudice ſhe 
had conceived againſt Edelfrida. Mr. 
Dudley's determined manner, however, 
put a ſtop to any further converſation 
on the fubje& for this time; and the 
card-table being their only reſource 
againſt the chagrin which had ſeized 
the minds of moſt of them, it was 
called for, and thoſe that choſe it ſat 
down —Mr. Dudley was one, for he 
could not venture to truſt himſelf in 
| converſation Nd Edelfrida, who never 

played. | 
At bed time they all Gupta; with 
no very pleaſant ſenfations ;—but as 
Edelfrida had removed a weight from 
her mind, by the explanation with her 
amiable couſin, and was completely 
worn out with fatigue and vexation of 
ſpirit, ſhe ſoon fell aſleep,” and aroſe 
the next morning to bid a long adieu to 
her 
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her too partial- friend, whoſe Hand 


was ordered,— : - 
Immediately after breakfaſt, . it. 


came to the door, and his ſervant in- 
formed him all things were ready, he 
got up, took a cold leave of all except 
Miſs Dudley and Captain Mandeville, 
then approached Edelfrida, and, with- 
out ſpeaking, preſſed her band to his 
lips, bowed, and haftily left the room. 
— No one fpoke ; and the carriage 


drove off. 
Lady Wilford walked away, and | 


ſoon after Maria, Mandeville, and Edel- 


frida were left alone.— They then, as 
uſual, bee to take their an, 
walk. 
After this time Lady Wilford in · 
ſenſibly treated Edelfrida with more 
civility ; —and as ſhe was reſolved, let 
her behaviour be what it might ſhe 
would endure it for Maria's ſake, ſhe 
accommodated herſelf to their humours 
ſo well, that all was once more quiet. 
L 6 Mr. 
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Mr. Martin continued to increaſe his 
attention to Edelfrida; - but ſhe pre- 
ſerved towards him a diſtant! politeneſs, 
neither to ofſend nor encourage. 
In this courſe things proceeded, 
wben a. letter arrived from Dudley- 
park, containing Sir Edward and Lady 
Dudley's permiſſion to their daughter 
to remain at Wilford- lodge till the 
time of going to London. No notice 
was taken in af we reaſon for this 
Pa. 10g 2 
Edelfrida now + ng overcome ** 
little petty. vexations which ſprang from 
the malice and envy of others, and 
from her own concern on Mr. Dudley's 
account, who, ſhe hoped, would ſoon 
regain his peace of mind, was purſyed 
with the dread, of a greater evil than 
any ſhe. had yet wiegen - de loſs 
of Mr. Henry Evelyne's affect ion and 
remembrance, for not a line had ſhe re- 
ceived from him ſince her reſidence at 


Wilford-lodge, though i in daily expecta- 
tion 
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tion of an anſwer to her laſt letter, 
which was written juſt before ſhe left 
Dudley - Park. b A id ezbrewo? o 

In the boſom of her friend Maria ſhe 
lodged this ſevere! grief, and viewed 
every letter [which ſhe ſaw others peruſe 
with envious eyes. Her pride, how- 
ever, would not ſuffer her to write again 
without firſt hearing from him, ſo that 
the time of remaining in the country 
clapſed, and ſhe continued in a ſtate of 
agonizing ſuſpenſe. The colour for- 
ſook her-cheeks ; the luſtre fled from 
her eyes —a Waun the amiable liſters 
ſecretly enjoyed. DAE. zol u. 

At the appointed time, the whole: fa 
mily ſet out for town. 

Maria and Edelfrida needles to- 
gether, and took up their abode in St. 
James's-ſquare, where they found Sir 
Edward and Lady Dudley alone. Mr. 
Dudley was gone abroad, 


_ 


CHAP» 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
{4 PE | MH gp ers] 4 
N the courſe of their journey from 
A Wilford Lodge to London, Miſs 
Dudley, who purpoſely ſent her maid 
with Lady Wilford's domeſtic; made 
Vdcifride'scquainted wit» the fate of 


her heart, with n 1 Man- 


v 
J am convinced,” fad ihe, 22 _ 


our mutual attachment has not eſcap- 
ed your obſervation. I wiſh I could 
* tell you that it was ever likely to 
meet with the approbation of my fa- 
« ther and mother; but of that 1 dare 
not flatter myſelf.” 
Ho comes it, then,” replied Edel. 
frida, © my dear Maria, that your fiſter 
is ſo indulgent. I ſhould have ima- 
« gined the ſame motives which influ- 
* ence Sir Edward and Lady Dudley, 


* in ſuch caſes, would alſo influence 
Lady 
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Lady Wilford, who does not appear 
© to me to have much confideration for 

« other peoples feelings.” 
*© Tam wholly at a loſs to gueſs my 
« ſiſter's motive, returned Miſs Dud- 
ley ; © fory except in this one inſtance, 
I never found her eager to promote 
my happineſs. I can only account 
* for-it, by ſuppoſing that Mandeville 
& js/ a. favourite with her; and ſhe in- 
“ yites him to Wilford Lodge rather to 
4 gratify herſeif than me. I muſt own 
this conſtruction ſeems ill natured 
and ungrateful ; but 1 have too much 
<« reaſon for putting it upon her con- 
duct in this affair. She certainly be- 
c ljeves that Mandeville and J enter- 
* tain a great regard for each other, 
* though I never made her my con- 
£6 "ON from a fear of being betrayed, 
* as I know her incapable of keeping a 
Me — ; and I have now my doubts 
** whether ſhe is not laying a ſnare for 

66 me.“ 

a cc Is 
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As it poſſible, cried Edelfrida, 
c that you can ſuſpect her eee re ſo 
Ge vile a part. oli ee bah 
IL am, very ſorry to * even to you, 

replied Miſs Dudley, that .I do ſuſpect 
* her;z that I fear ſue would not ſcruple 
te it, if I give her the lighteſt cauſe of 
t offence. I have frequently experi- 
ee enced. the ungenerous eſſects of her 
4 reſentment and paſſion.—I feel, add- 
ed Miſs: Dudley, that I have done 
very wrong to encourage, either in 
Mandeville or {myſelf,, ſentiments 
** which may create much miſery. to 
both, ſince I fear my mother will ne- 
_ * yer conſent to our union. I ought 
to have reflected on this before I was 
© ſo deeply engaged. It is now too 
late; my affections are fixed; and 
© Mandeville relies on my ſolemn pro- 
** mile to marry him, or never to marry 
at all. Tis very painful to me to 
« maintain a clandeſtine correſpondence 


* with him; but I muſt either do that. 
cc 
= | Or 
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« or give him up entitely, which have 
© not reſdlution to do 
It is indeed very unfortunate,” ſaid | 
Edelfrida, & that you are cot fled to 
«© act fo conttary to what Tx certain 
« you wiſh; but ſure my uncle would 
© not oppoſe your inne could 
% not be fo cruel.“ Sd 1 1 n 
Miſs Dudley ſhook” her head in ſi- 
lence. Well, my dear Maria,” re- 
ſumed Edelfrida, “ ſince that is the caſe, 
*© I ſhall feel no repugnance in offering 
you every aſliſtatice in my power z if 
you ſtand in need of a friend you may 
“ command me. 1 am fure yo Will 
not aſł me to engage in any thing 
unworthy.— Captain Mandeville is a 
< man of honour and character, in eve- 
* ry reſpect, I believe; and, if your 
« family would ſacrifice your happineſs, 
© merely becauſe he is not poſſeſſed of 
** a large fortune, I think you are per- 
*« feEly right in determining for your- 

* ſelf,” 
I re- 
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* receive your kind offer,” ſaid Miſs 
Dudley, my dear Edelfrida, with. 
thanks and gratitude ; but I ſhould 
© be ſorry to involve you in any diſtreſs 
on my account. I am very irreſolute. 
I cannot bring myſelf to ſet my fami- 
** ly at defiance, by marrying without 
„their conſent ; neither can I bear the 
e idea of facrificing my affection for an 
* amiable man, in compliance to their 
<< prejudice'in favour of rank and for- 
* tune. Mandeville. is a gentleman, 
and his fortune is ſufficient to gratify 
my ambition, though it is ſmall.” 

am by no means qualified to ad- 
« viſe you,” replied Edelfrida; but 
I repeat, if I can be of any ſervice to 
you, you ſhall always find me ready 
to prove my friendſhip.” _ 

If I ſhould want your affiftance,” 
returned Miſs Dudley, Lwill claim your 
* promiſe ;. for I know I may rely on 

your truth and ſecrecy.” 


* e n you may,” ſaid Edelfrida ; 5 
5 „ whatever 
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« whatever elſe I may be deficient in, 
& truſt me, I will be faithful.” 

J hope,” reſumed” Miſs Dudley, 
* that I ſhall have no occaſion to tax 
* your friendſhip, fo high as to make 
«© you a party in any of my ſchemes; 
© whatever they may hereafter be, at 
{© preſent I have formed none. I ſhall 
*© content myſelf with ſeeing Mandeville 
ce occaſionally in public, and at my ſiſ- 
ce ter's. He does not viſit at our houſe; 
and we can form no pretence for in- 
e troducing him, particularly as my 
© brother is now abſent from home.” 

* Of that I am the unfortunate cauſe,” 
replied Edelfrida, ſighing. You have, 
% Maria, therefore a double claim to 
* my affiſtance, if you want it.” 

I am happy in having — a friend, 
ſaid Miſs Dudley. | 

During the-above cents ) Edel- 
frida entered, with all her natural warmth 
of heart, into her coufin's intereſt. She 


conſidered the oppoſition her happineſs 
was 
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was likely to meet with, from the un- 
feeling temper of Lady Dudley, as a 
ſufficient apology for acting according 
to the dictates of her own inchnation ; 

and ſhe reſolyed, at all events, to aid 
and aſſiſt the friend ſhe loved, even at 
the hz ard of offending. her uncle, tho 
the 1 was ſa greatly dependant on him, 
She, Judged. in all things with a viya- 
city which frequently led her into diffi- 
eulties ; but yet thoſe bibel fie 
to. correc; the error. 
Wb hen they got to en, Sir Edward 
received his neice with more appear- 
ance of regard than he had ever yet 
ſbewed; but Lady Dudley was, if poſ- 
fible, more cold and reſeryed than ever; 
and Edelfrida was rejoiced when the 
hour of retiring arriyed, that ſne might 
alone indulge her reflections on the ex- 
traordinary filence of Mr. Henry Eve- 
ne. She never ceaſed, to revolve over 
and oyer every , circumſtance, of their 


acquaintance, every expreſſion, which 
had 
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had fallen from him in the courſe of it, 


The tile of his letters which confirmed | 


thoſe expreſſions, and every look; which, 

while they were together, "ſpoke the 
truth and fervency of his attachment. 
From what then could his filence pro- 
ceed! in all the anguiſh of diſappoint · 
ment, ſhe endeavoured in vain to diſ- 


cover. She had written to him every 


minute particular of her ſituation, as he 
had defired'; and ſhe was convinced that 
there was nothing in any of her letters 
to diſpleaſe of diſguſt him. Wretched 
then, from this neglect, but of too proud 
a ſpirit to let it appear, ſne determined 
now that ſhe was ſettled in the gay me- 
tropolis, to enter with avidity into the 
diſſipation it preſented to her, and loſe, 
if poſſible, the painful MN of 
happier expectations. 

When ſhe made her pete the 
next morning at breakfaſt, Sir Edwatd, 
who was in the room, took wer _ 
I aL 

© You 


TW 1 
Vou have, it is true, depriyed-me 
<« of the company of my ſon, Edelfrida;; 


but I forgive you, becauſe. I am aſ- 
s ſured that you gave no encourage- 
ment to his inconſiderate paſſion, Per- 
<* haps, I ſhould have indulged him in 
Fan attachment to the daughter of a 
brother I tenderly loved, but Lady 
Dudley would have been made unhap- 
* py by it. I therefore depend on your 
© continuing ſteady in refuſing to liſten 
« to his addreſſes, fince they could not 
6 be authoriſed by me, without deſtroy- 

ing the peace of my family,” - 
Lou may; depend on me, Sir,” re- 
plied Edelfrida ; *© Mr. Dudley will, I 
5 ſincerely hope, be able to make a 
more worthy choice, one more agree - 
able to the expectations of his family 
than I can ever be. My friendſhip 
e and eſteem for him are not of a na- 
& ture to injure his better proſpects; 
«« they are perfectly diſintereſted. I with 
« but to preſerve. a ſiſter s place in; his 
| * affections. 


* s 3 
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* 
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« affections. To that, I may preſume, 
neither Lady Dudley nor . . 
can have any objection. “ 

«© Certainly not, ſaid Sir Edward, 
«© and on theſe conditions you may rely 
«© on my conſidering you as my child. 
«© Edward, I hope, will recover his tran- 
* uillity ere long; and I have no doubt 
© but you will have an opportunity of 
6 ſecuring for yourſelf 'a proper and ho- 
© gourable eſtabliſhment . 

«© Pill you regard me as a burden, 


replied Edelfrida, I ſhall give myſelf 


very little trouble about that. 1 ſhall 
. take un s alter 1 e con- 

« do not wiſh that you ſhould,” faid 
Sir Edward; “but, though I am in 
no haſte to diſpoſe of you, if an eli- 
„ gible connexion ſhould offer itſelf to 


* you, I hope you. would not for your 


*© own ſake neglect it.“ 
*© I believe, Sir,” replied Edelfrida, 
8 * ideas on that ſubject are peculiar; 
: cc and 
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* and I truſt that I ſhall be indulged in 


them 75 ſo] Fa N. * do of inter- 
e v 


© fere ich) yolir amily.” “ 
Thou . f may advife, Edelfrida,” 
rd, 4 I mall never I 


ſaid Sir Faw 
upon me Uſbotiteb!! yo our thoi 


cc aſſured. n 3 4 5 
„ Your® advice, Sir, „ fen del ne, 
« I ſhall always reſpdes a, ei 
It is my wiſh,” added he, c tfat you 
© ſhould appear like tny ow daughter, 
* on all occaſions; and as Tknow your 
little fortune is inadequare to the ex- 
* pences of your preſent ſituation, I 
«© mean to make this addition to it year- 
«© * Jong as you continue wn wy 
66 care.“ A 39 | 
| He then preſented: her wich a bil of 
gt pounds, and bade her depend on his 
affection to promote her welfare to Gan 


extent of bis - 


(wr 1 
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CHAPTER XVM 
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Ms DUDLEY not belag preſent 
when her father made Edelfrida 
acquainted with his knowledge of Mr. 
Dudley 's propoſals and attachment to 
her, or when he gave her the fifty pound 
note, was informed of what had paſſed, 
as ſoon as ſhe. was left alone with her 
couſin. Edelfrida repeated what her 
uncle had ſaid to her, without any ani- 
madverſion; for ſhe would not pain the 
mind of her friend with expreſſing her 
thoughts and ſentnnents on the ſubject. 


Sir Edward for his attention and gene- 
roſity, which would, enable her to ap- 
pear as his niece ; but, in her heart, ſhe. 
lamented the neceſſity ſhe was under of 
accepting his preſent. Her feelings. | 
would have been infinitely more grati- 
fied in refuſing it, than her vanity could. 
Vor. I. M poſſibly 


She only ſaid that ſhe was obliged to 
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poſſibly be in the arnaments, it was in- 
tended. to Nec. She was, however, 
compelled. to ſuſſer the obligation, or 


_ + offepd her uncle, which, the: . not 


| venture to do. N $81 18 
- 4 Miſs Dudley, who really 1 
ed fort her the warmeſt and moſt ſin- 
.., cere affection, felt every pain which 
Was inflicted on the heart of Edelfrida; 
but, when that pain was inflicted by her 
father or mother, ſhe could do little 
more than ſecretly. ſigh. She ſpared, 
however, no opportunity of convincing 
her that, whatever Lady Dudley's ſenti- 
ments towards her might be, Sir Ed- 
ward's were affectionate and kind, tho 
ke did not always think it r to 
erpreſs them 
Edelfrida, who now for oy Gr time 
in ber life! began to. conſider the im- 
portant article of dreſs, found that ſhe 
was in poſſeſſion of none of the neceſſary 
appendages, without which ſhe was by 


areas . e her appearance in 
5 Id! WOT. = , ** 
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public; ſhe therefore requeſted that ber 
friend Maria would take her to thoſe 


places'where ſhe could be furniſhed in 
the moſt faſhionable and elegant ftile 
wid mhatever was proper for her to 
wear, while ſhe continued in her deep 
mourning ; for ſhe determined, ſince 
the could not be happy in her own way, 
to bury paſt tranſactions in the vortex 
of pleaſure, and affect at leaſt the fa- 
ſhionable indifference, that he who had 
eruelly deſerted her, and unjuſtly plant- 
ed à thorn in her rn 1 not 
triumph in her miſery.” 9 
Lady Dudley nikyiug her Mantle 
not to uſe the coach that morning, Miſs 
Dudley and Edelfrida were at liberty to 
purſue their deſign of . viſiting the mil- 
liners, and devoting their time to the 
equipment of their perſons for the even- 
ing, when they were to 80 WAY Oe" 
Wilford to the opera 
At the milliner's; they met ber lady- 
ſhip and Miſs Wilford, Who were try- 
1 M 2 | ing 
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ing on ever dap · in the room, diſſalisſied 
dar they were ulli ſounbecoting. RGel. 
fiida inſtantiy fed on adit which Miſs 
Wilford had rejected as horrid 3 ant put 
ting it careleſsly vn her head, undteſſed 
as it was} ſhe immediately deſire to have 
a mourning ne made by it. 
6 Blefs me, Edelfrida b enclaimed 
Lady Wilford, I wonder you chuſe 
fothat- fright; here's one that would 
un your ſtile of face much better, 
preſenting one to her which ſhe held is 
her hand, over loaded with itt choſen 


but erte en 8 und 


vulgar. 7 iS IW.C412 1) 10. 2111 oe] 7b. o 
2 Kfelfrida, ſiniling; es its 
Fee ſayings tho preferred the Eimpli- 
eity-of che otker. 999010 IBF 089 Dy 
Miß Wiford;'with a ſcornful tofs of 
her head, replied, © Beauties are fond 
Ut Acting fingulacity ; and I ſup- 
po ſe, Ma'arny yod'intend to convince 
u that What you wear, tliough ugly 
n lich, mitt We wen: 
2330 MS « J de- 
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4 I deteſt that aſſectation, faid Lady 
Wilford, in a commanding tone of voice, 
in which ſhe was wont rere | 

preſs herſelf... 

. — replied Miſs 
Dudley, in differing from another per- 
« ſon in a mere matter of fancy. _ 
If it is ſo very reprehenſible,” add- 
ed Edelfrida, I fear I ſhall often in- 
eur the cenſure; for 1 believe my 
© taſte is very unlike other peoples, and 
A don't feel inelined to ſacrifice it.” 
ou need not tell us on” ſaid 
Miſs Wilford, contemptuouſly. | 

Edelfrida, tired of this waging ſtile 

of oon verſation, took no notice of the 
left ſprech, hy which means it dropped, 
and each party proceeded to make choiee 
of the e ee they came to 
purchaſe. * 

„Lady Wilford fon died ber 
coach to be drawn ups and wiſhing | 
her ſiſter, and Edelfrida-good morning, 
in her uſual dagragigus manner, ſhe de- 
2. M3 parted, 


ad „ 
— 


C 1 


pintekL/icvithodinetmiinbi6;honþakibe, 


calling out, as ſhe went down ſtairs, 
Maria, we ſhall fee vou this evening; 


and I beg you will come. in time. 
can't bear to _ ps red __ 


<< iatoleraghled#pit finite til, 
When they 3 Ait Dudley 
and Edelfrida liniſhed their buſineſs, 
and theh ordered the carriage to ſome 
hops; — croſſing Piccadilty, they en- 
countered Captain Mandeville, who got 
into the coach, and attended them to 
the different places they ſtopped at. 
Edelfrida, cho rejoiced in cher friend's. 
happineſs, was well pleaſed Maria had 
this opportunity of converſing with 
Mandeville, ſince only by chance ſhe 
Was now to meet with him; yet ſhe 
could not help ſighing at the recollection 
of that felicity ſhe had once herſelf en- 


joyed, but wan was to return no 


maotHl 27 {970364 006 FD 10007 
"AE think u 448 Mandeville, 1&6 the 


33 London has 2 faded the 


17 & roſes. 


W. 


7 (1 
& roſes on my fair couſin's chetk. Fou 
know, Edelfrida, I am privileged to, 
call you couſin. “ U © N 
If. Maria admits your claim, re- 
olied ſhe, with a ſmile, * ſhall not 
© diſpute it.— But, I. proteſt, added 
ſne, I have not heard one civil thing 
* Inde I came to town, and I have 
ce been here, let me ſee how many hours. 
Lady Wilford and Miſs Wilford have 
actually ſcolded me for affeQation, 
c and you tell me Lam become a fright. 
* hope I ſhall ſoon meet with ſonie 
£5kind creature, whoſe good nature will 
put me in conceit with myſelf again ; 
for I really begin to think Lam not 
fit to ſhew myſelf abroad; and, unleſs 
Mr. Martin's bewitching flattery can 
ſooth me into my own good graces 
once more, I muſtſhut myſelf up.“ 
l ſwear,“ cried Mandeville, if you 
* can endure Martin's fatiguing imper- 
< tinence, I ſhall ſcold you for affecta- 
tion and vanity too. For Heaven's 
10 M 4 + * ſake, 


„tend t to think ſeriouſly on any fue ſuch in- 


e 
i e A uuflel zbat fel. 
s td be Mice, Hide If ih 6 


only to diyert Jourſelf with, his folly, 
_ © he will become more troubleſome than 
«you ans: aware of ; and 
ding, 


70 will not do 
E. dur 'utderitan or the delicacy. 
*«<'of f your ſentiments, ſo much injuſtice 
"25 to litagine that you can 98 was 


14 büfly of bim.“ 
e Indeed,” 1 replied (he, 4 never in. 


Irrer 


Tf? 


1 icant fubjedt, you way be Afured; 
% hut I cannot promiſe, 1 thatif Mr, Mar- 
4 tin will force himſelf on my attention, 
* will not entertain myſelf at his ex- 7 
| ES" From what do you ſuppoſe 
lam ts derive my amuſement, except 
2 from the follics and abfurdities of ſuch. 
* „ creaxpres, ; You grave ſentimental 
| people haye your more refined enjoy- 
«0 ments, exquiſiteſenſations, which ariſe 
« from your charming ſen6bilities ; but 
om Nature has endowed with none 


* of theſe delightful feelings, whoſe 
([ 6 heart, | 


rn 


7 like adgmang, is ingapable of 
* ee phe 5 0 thall never taſte 


Fer © That feaſt of xeafon,. ih of * 
ann flow of foul Ko ; 


wJ which Paviſhes All-xr) 
6 f tions from the mind. What 1 am to 
2 do, poor thoughtleſs, maxtal * 1 am, 
but indulge thoſe filly. propenſities 
4 which conſtitute my ſole pleaſure. If 
* I am not allowed to laugh away cares,” 
continued ſhe, with a more ſerious coun- 
tegance, what will become of me 
The, faithlefs Henry, at that inſtant, 
preſented himſelf to her imagination, 
and a tear, the could not for her life re · 
ſtrain, trembled in her eye. She haſtily 
chaced it away, but not before it =o 
deen perceived. ; 

That adamantine beast of. youre, 
* Fdelfrida,” ſaid Mandeville, © will. 
< pay dearly one day for all this riding. 
«1 wara you as 2 friend to beware of 
« it; for, cold and W 0 ſee it 
Ns WEE 1 , 5 


5 


| . 
— — * 1 
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#6; is, tis poſſile ſome endende may 
yet pierce ãt, and deeply too.. 
No, no, my good friend, replied 
he, reſuming an air of gaiety, to all 
random darts it is at leaſt ipvulner- 
cc. ahle, 1truſt.“ if 
9 Don't be 00 confident,” ” fad he; 
©and-the next- time you wiſh to per- 
© ſhade us into a belief of 'your- being 
© the- poor; thoughtleſs, ſenſeleſs crea- 
ture you repreſent yourſelf, don't let 
certain ſymptoms betray you, which 
ce ake us ſuſpect that you are acting a 
©: yart—Come now for once be-honeſt, 
und confeſs that Nen have ee lis 
n Word of truth. 
, Yow edel, mu 66 return- 
ed the, laughing, to expect I ſhould 
de place myſelf in the amiable light ſuch 
e confelſion would hold me forth. in. 
No, you'll find ere long that Lam juſt 
l the giddy creature J paint myſelf.“ 
1 When” the two ladies had finiſhed 
thelf buſineſs at che ſex eral ſhops they 
vilited, 


(nr J 

viſited, Mandeville took leave of them, 
and they returned home. They found 
Lady Dudley alone im her dreſſing room, 
who began finding fault with 3 
abſence, with her uſual aſperity - 

« My coufin,” replied Miss Dattcy, 
«had ſome-purchaſes' to make, [which 
«detained us longer than we Propoſed, 
and the time infenfibly wears away, 
«© while opt} owl how pe, to no- 
cc ther. 929 1 * | Tak ans $i ad 

„ ſhould not imagine your Conn“ 
<< purſe was of that ine xhauſtible kind, » 
. replied her ladyſhip, which is esel . 
* ſary to ſupply the wants of a fine 
* lady: I would therefore adviſe Miſs 
C Edelfrida to aſſume a character better 
adapted to her real expectations; for 
©] fancy ſhe will not find many ſuch 
romantic fimpletons' as your brother, 
though perhaps ſhe may expect it ; 
c nay, indeed,” added ſhe, with a ſmile 
of contempt, * ſhould not ſay per- 
ih JE: tis plain ſhe has raiſed her views 
2¹² N N M 6 9 to 
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I PRION point J. for herb is 


put little reaſon to ſuppoſe that Ed- 
wurd would have had the good for- 
_ tune to be rejected, had not that been 
te the caſe; nor am I quite ſo credulous 
« as ybur father in this affair. I am 
« well aware, Ma'am,” turning full up- 
on the greatly miortified Edelfrida, that 
jf yvu don x ſucceed in making a more 
«© important conqueſt, Mr. Dudley may 
228 yet have the honour of your hand, if 
he is ſo abje to accept it: But, 
4 Jet mie tell you, that well as I love my 
*« fon; on wham the Hopes of my fami- 
y reſt, 1 would rather behold him 
dead, than conſent to his union with 
«« the daughter of a man who was my 
e averſion—a man who would have in- 
jured ine in his brother's affection. 
« Don't iniagine 1 can ever forget that, 
20 though I conſented to receive you into 
4 my houſe. 1 hope it wort prove that 
Lam nouriſhing 4 viper. | 


Tadigration prevented Edelfrida's 
yielding 


2 I 


Yieldivg tothe indulgence af tcar io ſbe 
far ſunggling with, her feclings, while 
Lady Dudley thus gave vent to. her 
ſpleen and ill nature. Maria; who durſt 
not ſpeak, in vain endeayoured to re- 
ſtrain her tears. When Edelfrida could 
collect herſelf ſufficieptly to tephy, ſhe 
ſaid, as calmly as ſhe could: SL 
vill not attempt to temove the 
« rooted prejudice your ladyſhip has 
*© conceived againſt me neither 48 it 
© neceſſary that. I hopld explain what 
« thoſe expectations are which induced 
e to decline Mr. Dudley 's generous 
c affeftion, to one ſo little intereſted 
ein my welfare; only give me leave to 
« aflure you, Ma' am, that the ſame xea- 
c fans which influenced me then, will 
* ever continue to operate on my actions 
«through life. Howeyer wretched or 
imprudent I may be, Il traſt, I ſhall - 
never be deliberately vile or un wor- 
« thy; but if your ladyſhip, ſuſpeRts 


me Kn be with ingra- 
« titude, 


La 1 


4 „ nde; the little J have yet cert 
** enced, under yours and my uncle's 
protection, I will here offer you my 
acknowledgments for, and withdraw 
* myſelf from à ſituation which can 
« afford me very little happineſs, if it 
interferes ſo much with your ſatisfac- 
tion to ſee me one of your family, or 
if. it is too great a r to treat me a 
Sir Edward's niece.” _ Fer 

Jour pride and rnfolenes;! ebild, ” 
returned Lady Dudley, ſwelling with 
anger, will never help you to my good 
opinion, Jaſſure you: Vou muſt learn 

«the. humility fitting your dependant 
& ftation, or you'll feel all the n. | 
* cation you deſerv e. 

* do already feel it, in no ſmall de- 
< pree,” cried Edelfrida; no longer able 
to coneeal her diſtreſs. Would to Hea- 
< yen the grave, which ſhelters my fa- 
ther, had wa 1 ten N. Wer 
* child!“ Aen. Goat 7H 

Here ſhe DG way to her tears and 
4 , the 
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the ſorrow of her heart; without control; 
but on the marble heart of Lady Dud- 
ey they fell as a grateful incenſe; which 
fed the malignant paffions that inhabited 
it and; careleſsly turning towards the 
weeping Edelfrida, the ſaid . 
ee MN had better retire to your apart- 
te ment, Ma'am, till your extreme ſenſi- 
„ bility will en mo to Up- 
* yourſelf.” 

\Edelfrida * in flente to leave the 
room; Maria would have accompanied 
her, but her ladyſhip angrily cxclatned, 

© Miſs Dudley, I want you.” © TUGD 7: 
When Edelfrida reached her room, 
the ſpirit which had hitherto. ſupported 
her entirely-fled, and ſhe felt herſelf the 
moſt forlorn and miſerable af the hu- 
man race. She threw herſelf into a chair, 
and haunted by all the images of de- 
ſpair, ſhe reſigned her ſelf to a fate which 
ſhe now conſidered as inevitably wretch 
edi; and, in the anguiſh of her heart, the 
Joe no longer to ſtruggle againſt it. 
(1262 | Inſulted - 


C . þ : 
Infuleed by theſe. who ſhould preſerve 
berechen ful deſerted by .the. wan 
wha had vawedeverlaſiing love and con- 
ſtancy to her, there appeared nothing 
left for hex, eicher io hope or fear. 
ns this melancholy. and dejected ſtate 
Maxis found. her; and her gentle af⸗ 
fectignate nature truly ſympatbized, in 
the diſtreſs her mother had ſo unfeeling- 
ly ereated. She, embraced Edelftida, 
and ſhed tears of unavailing ſarcow orer 
55 cauſe of her unhappineſ 3 a cane 
* ither in her power 49 remove 

nor Ee to alleviate —Edelfida. was, 
however, ſoothed by ber kindpeſs, and 
repaid it. by exerting herſelf, which her 
friend eameſtly intended. ber. da Ae 

The hairdreſſer is here, ſaid Miſs 
Dudley; 17% do then, my dear Egelfrada, . 
| L oblige me, b trying to forget whatis.. 

« paſt, and Prepate yourlelf to go to 
« the Opera, as vou promiſes.” 86 
90 L d ee re- 


TY 


t carry an aching heart intd A Tceve of 
*"paicty and pleakire; Some other time, 
<< perbaps2 Büt now I find” it inipoſ- 


4e ble 9162908 912113 13d 01 . 1 
57 Na: if yon give way to loro, 


| [frida, you will make me _ 
2 tog. If you won't go, L Am | 
*© ſolved not to 1575 you to your on 
* melancholy tefleckion. . 
Ws diſtreſs me; indeed, you do, 
% Marla,“ faid the. * I beg you to go: 
«<7 wiſh to be alone; even your pre- 
ce ſence is now irkſome to me, for my 
a mind is diſtracted by a variety of vexa- 
«tions ; and, by the time you return, 
* hope 1 ſhall have conquered them 
in ſome degree,” -ꝰ 
<< I will got preſs you to go,” return» 
ed Miſs Dudley, © if it is fo diſagree · 
« able to you ; but you muſt ſuffer me 
© to ſtay at home with you,—I am 
1 determined on that, reg] trouble- 
% ſome you may * me.” 
2 EF that is the caſe, then,” cried 
Edelfrida, 


tw} 


Ddelffidaz riſing from her feat, CT wilt 
ech pany ou to the opera.“ 
She chen Called to Miſs "Dudley's 


maid, deſiring her to order the hair- 
dreſſer to come up. Maria, who aimed 
at rouſiug her from the languor of ſpi- 
rits in Which ſhe found her, did not op- 
poſe, but rather encouraged her going, 
though ſhe did it merely to oblige her- 
ſelf.—Edelfrida then, with a weight on 
her mind ſhe could not overcome, ſat 
don to have her head tortured into a 
faſhionable ſze and ſhape,” which was 


ere long accompliſhed. The natural 


Juxuriancy of her fine hair was for a 
time deſtroyed by the ſciffars of the ex- 
pert operator under whoſe hands ſhe pa- 


_ -riently ſarj--ahd ks original hub änd 
brightneſs were con cealed by the powder 


with which it was loaded. With a grin 


of ſel h. applauſe, the hair-dreffer ſurveyed 


his own works, when her head was com- 
plete, her cap put on, and he on the 


Point of -departing—atrributing leſs to 
101. N the 


L 239 F. 


the Beauty of che füce beneath; than tö 
his own ſherll, the n | 
with which he had performed“ A 
Edelfrida, when he was gone, 'bobetd | 
her own metamorphoſe in the glaſs, at 
firſt, with--ſurprize and diſapprobation; 
but tis probable; that had ſhe been in 
her uſual ſprits, ſhe would ſoon have 
looked herſelf into conceit with what 
had fo great an air of faſhion : but, at this 
moment, almoſt indifferent how ſhe ap- 
peared, ſhe careleſsly finiſhed. her dreſs; 
and, though her countenance was leſs 
brilliant than common, ſhe never look- 
ed more intereſtingly lovely. At the 
hour of dinner, ſhe accompanied Maria 
into the dining parlour, where they 
found: Sir Edward, and were immediate- 
ly joined by Lady Dudley, ſo that no 
converſation paſſed. Her ladyſhip knew 
of the engagement to the opera, there» 
fore no queſtions were aſked; but, at 
the appointed hour, the carriage con- 
5 — delfrida to Lady 
| VI 
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Wilford's, from whence they were all 
to go together. By this time, Edelfrida 
had regained ſufficient! com poſure to 
conceal her dejection, in a great mea- 

fre, though ſhe by no means. enjoyed 

that happy virscity bsture had hleſſed 
her with, on this her firſt ene 
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1 — Miſs Ducte p und Ede 
VV frida got to Sir James Wirtz 
che, — found the, ladies!” ready 
dreſſed, and Mr. Martin one of the 
patty. | 

Lady Wilford, and her amiable ſiſter, 
ſurveyed Edelfrida with envious eyes, 
though, even to each other, they 
expreſſed the moſt n contempt 
for her. 

Not ſo the enamoured eb ENT 
gazed with admiration on her captivat- 
ing form, and, leſs in love with Nature 
than faſhion, he approved of the altera 
tion the latter had made in her appear- 
ance.— But the loſs of her accuſtomed 
cheerfulneſs did not eſcape him; and 
while Maria was talking to the other 


„ e and, with an air of 
affected 


two ladies, he went up to her, took 


. 

affected tenderneſs, faid, Vo loOk 
<<. penfive; fair lady; yet, believe me, 
there is no form or.hiindobt in which 
do not find you irreſiſtible; the 
* grave and the ga ute equally begony- 

Ling tou. - αππ ] N 
vif© Yowll make me ain, replied ſhe, 
with the utmoſt indiffeence ( when 
« men of wit and diſcernment r 
© what woman can withſtand it! 
Unconſcious of the ſatire i 
in this ſpeech, Martin received it as 2 
tribute of Edelfrida's affection, and be- 
ſtowed on her a bow and ſmile of the 
moſt comꝑlacent kindneſs. 

Ide carriages being ready, the * 
‚ ladies went in Lady Wilford's coach; 
Sir James accompanied Mr. Martin in 
bi chariot ; and in this order eee 
beedech to the opera 
BY During the ride thither, a ſudden 
and accidental jolt of the carriage threw. 
aelfrida forward ſo as to! diſcompoſe 
Miſe Wälford's head in a yery--ſmall 


. nne degree. 


0 3 
degree. The former inſtantly begged 
her pardon for: the involuntary offence 3 
but the rancour of the ather's diſ- 
poſition wauld not ſuffer her to paſs 
over a cauſe ſo trifling in itſolf, ne 
entirely unintentional.— 
Jam ſure,” exclaimed Miſs Wü 
ford,“ I. ſhall not now be a fit figure, 
dito make my appearance at the opera: 
Emy head all pulled to pieces ;— 
* whether by accident or deſign, is 
+, eaſy enough to determine. ws £1 
What | intereſt; could- TI: poſlibly 
< have,” ſaid Edelfrida, provoked at 
her ill nature, “ in. deranging your 
*< dreſs, Miſs Wilford; but you ſeem, 
at all times, reſolved on putting the 
H worſt: conſtruction: on every thing 1 
<« do or ſay. I am wholly at a loſs to 
4 gueſs the cauſe of this enmity. 1 
< never wilfully offend. you. . 
Jou treat me, Maam, replied. 
Nils Wilford, on all. occaſions, with 


9 contempt very little i you, 
2291801. R * think; 


. 


„ | 

* Think ; but it is of no conſequence, 
*I iffare you - can learn to deſpife 
* thofe who are influenced by your 
© opinion, as much as I do the aſſected 

* airs and inſolence of a beauty.” 

The very few who are to be influ- 

* enced by my opinion, can indeed be 
* of no conſequence to Miſs Wilford,” 
returned Edelfrida.—* You, Ma'am, 
r Ire poſſeſfed, at leaſt, of that golden 
* r to which the world will ever 
pay reſpect; and what the friends of 
* "an infignificant, like me, may think, 
«js not material.” 

If every body thought themſelves 
* as infignificant as they really are,” 
' replied Miſs Wilford, © I know ſome 
ce that would be greatly improved by 
* the G-knbitadee” 

«A very juſt obſervation,” ſaid Edel- 
frids ; "I OF, EOF the ſame 
« opinion.” 

During this dialogue, Miſs Dudley 
was ſecretly lamenting the fierce ſpirits 
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Wilford: inwardly enjoyed that vexation 
the conteſting parties muſt unavoidably 
feel; for in her heart, Che had as little 
regard for Miſs Wilford, as for Edel- 
frida : but as the one robbed her of leſs 


gined, than the other, ſhe could better 


conceal her diſlike from che nen | 


guilked PF 
They now . the — 

which put ery mne ag 

cation. n 2 

Martin took care r himſelf 

_ to:Edelfrida, ſo that no one elſe cuuld 

approach her; but about that he was 


indifferent, as ſhe knew no perſon there 


from wWhom to expect any — | 
During the performance, | ſhe. was 


gratifiedias much as the langout of her 


ſpirits would allow her to feel pleaſyre. 
—She was enthuſiaſtically fond af mu- 
fic ; and though her mind was not 


66 the moſt 
N | painful 


attention and admiration, as ſhe ima- 


n 


i — — — — 
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painful nature, ſhe could not reſiſt the 


ſoothing ſtrains which affailed her ear, 
She was at this moment almoſt in- 


ſenſible to admiration, for perhaps the 


firſt time in her life; — ſo, that though 
ſhe heard the whiſpers of—“ Who is 
© that beautiful girl?“ repeated fre- 


quently n ae; the felt little 


exultation. 
She diſtinctly heard a lady, who fa 
near them, addreſs Miſs Wilford with 


an enquiry of who ſhe was.—** What 
«© an angelic creature!“ added ſhe ; 
J never beheld ſuch an aſſemblage 


<< of beauty in one perſon before.” 

„Do you think ſo?” replied Miſs 
Wilford, careleſsly, yet with a morti- 
fied” air. You ſurpriſe me.—She's 


eic very well; but I confeſs, I think 


there are many e women 


; 6 preſent.” 


« You are very ſingular then,” ſaid 
the lady, & I affure you :—all the men 
I have f * to — pronounce 
Il | | ( her 


C967 J 


<« her a perfect beauty, and declare, 
there is not any thing like her in 
* town.” 1 

There is no accounting for taſte, 
you know, returned Miſs Wilford ; 
* —but, I fancy, the lady in queſtion 
ill think herſelf greatly indebted 
© to a pretty face, if it will ſecure her 
an eſtabliſhment ; to which you be- 
hold all her pretenſions.—She has 
*© no fortune; not a ſhilling, I believe, 
but what ſhe is obliged to Sir Ed» 


* ward Dudley for, who, though he is f 


*© her uncle, has no great reaſon to be 
te fond of her.— Her father, the late 
Mr. Dudley, died a beggar ;—and 
after having injured his brother, and 
Lady Dudley, very | materially, he - 
* he left them a legacy of his daugh- 
ce ter, who inherits too much of his 
e diſpoſition to conciliate their affec- 
6 tions,—T hey have, however, received 
her, out of pure compaſſion ; but 

fancy ſhe wont be long an inmate 
IS N 2 cin 
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«© in their family; they will find it 
te neceſſary to provide for her elſe- 
* where, if I am not miſtaken, ere 
cc long. P +£9.45 

I can ſcarcely think it poſſible,” 
replied the lady, fixing her eyes on 
Edelfrida, that a countenance fo ex- 
ce preſſive of the moſt engaging quali- 
© ties, can conceal a diſpoſition leſs 
12 captivating; there is ſomething very 
© prepoſſeſſing in the young lady's ap- 
« pearance. I am certain, if I were to 
e be much with her, 1 could not help 
et feeling an intereſt in her welfare.” 
_ Miſs Wilford, piqued that the could 
not conquer this prepoſſeſſion, ſcorn- 
fully replied, « If you were much with 
«© her, 1 fancy you wourd be of my 
opinion, 

« could not eafily be brought to 

ce think ill of one on whom Nature has 
* beſtowed the ſtamp of excellence,” 
returned the lady; Jags and I thold be 
very 


= 
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very lorry to diſcover that it was not 
* 1ntrinfic,” 

Miſs Wilford, now weary as — 
converſation, turned to talk with her 
next neighbour; while the lady who 
had been fo ſtruck with Edelfrida's ap- 
pearance, engaged the attention of a 
gentleman who ſtood near her; and 
they bath, from time to time, caſt a 
look of approbatioe on the evidently 
fair ſubject of their diſcourſe. Mo 

Edelfrida now found that Miſs Wil- 
ford's diſlike af her was not confined to 
thoſe haughty and ill natured expreſ- 
fions of it to herſelf, which made her 
preſence ſo very diſagreeable; but that 
ſhe had only to expect from her the 
moſt malignant report of her actions 
and fituation, whenever an opportunity 
preſented itſelf tor the purpoſe of de- 
faming her. 

Filled with theſe uneaſy reflettions, 
and mortified to be ſo repreſented to 
one who, though a ſtranger, yet in- 

N 3 clined 
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Elined to think favourably of her, ſne 
could with difficulty endure Martin's 
fulfome and abſurd compliments; but 
as ſhe could not, for that time, diſ- 
engage herſelf from him, ſhe liſtened 
in filence to profeſſions of eſteem and 
admiration' ſhe deſpiſed, and never in- 
tended to profit by, let her fate, in 
other reſpects, be what it might. 
When the whole performance was at 
an end, Lady Wilford, who had not 
enjoyed herſelf much during the even- 
ing, not having met with much atten- 
tion from the men of her acquaintance, 
determined to rob Edelfrida of her 
beau, by deſiring Martin would ſee her 
to her carriage. * 
He, though unwillingly, obeyed; 
and reluctantly quitting the object of 
his devotion, he attended her ladyſhip. 
Mandeville, who had joined Maria, of 
courſe took care of her. Miſs Wilford 
faſlened herſelf on a gentleman who 


ſtood near them, 5 could not in ci- 
vility 
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vility decline taking care of her. Edel- 
was left to follow by herſelf, till Maria, 
looking back, ſaw her alone in the 
crowd, and ſtopped till ſhe came up, as 
it was impoſſible to return. 

At that inſtant, the ſame gentleman 
who had talked ſo long to the lady 
Edelfrida had ſo charmed, preſented 
himſelf; and Mandeville ſaid to him, 
“ Dormer, I'll do you the favor to put 

te this lady under your protection till 
* ſhe is ſafe in Lady Wilford's coach;“ 
then taking Edelfrida's hand, he gave 
it to Mr. Dormer, who, bowing, ſaid 
* he ſhould be happy to undertake * 

charge.“ {| 

This point adjuſted, they 3 
ſlowly towards the door; but as there 
were many carriages before Lady Wil- 
ford's, they were a conſiderable time in 
arriving at it; and during this time, 
Edelfrida's guide and new acquaintance 
entered into converſation with her. 

This is an agreeable part of every 

33 * public 
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< public amuſement in town,” ſaid he, 
© which you are not yet familiarized 
to, I ' preſume,” alluding to the 
crowd, which encompaſſed and in- 
commoded them. - 
_ © Nofamilarity,” replied the, ** will, 

J believe, reconcile me to it.” 
„ O you're miſtaken,” returned he; 
© in the courſe of a few weeks, you'll 
© think a crowd the pleaſanteſt AT 
in the world.“ 
_« Really,” replied Edelfrid.” 
The faſhionable contagion has not 
s yet infected you, I perceive ; but, 

depend upon it, you wont eſcape. If 

« jt was not a delightful thing to live 
et in a crowd, do you ſuppoſe the very 
< rational, fenfible people who ſurround 

% you, would fo conſtantly engage in 

% one? 

% No wonder,” ſaid ſhe, that I 
* have not yet diſcovered the charm, 


*for this is the firſt time of my ad- 
„ miſſion 
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© miſſion into this world of pleaſure 
and taſhion.” 

That I could have Pony replict 
he; © and the next time we meety if you 
* are in the humour to acknowledge 
5 any acquaintance with me, you'll con- 
* feſs that you have found out the 
* charm of being in a crowd. You have 
** once for all entered the yortex, and 
* you'll find your ſentiments change 
« every turn you make in the round of 
e diflipation, or you are not compoſed 
© of the ſame materials as the reſt of 

„your ſex.” 

«© My ſex,” wad Edelfrida, tc are 
© much indebted to you for your fa- 
*© vourable opinion, I perceive.” 

«© My opinion,” ſaid he, ſighing, is 
<© founded on experience.“ 

© Worſe and worſe,” exclaimed ſhe. 
*© Then there is no hope of removing the 
«« prejudice.” 

% ſhould not be ſorry you would 


*© remove it, replied he; ** but I al- 
| ready 
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ready ſee you will not; ſo I won't 
s flatter you. Truth is a language you 
** will ſo. ſeldom bear, that I am re- 
© ſolved wherever I ſee you, I at leaſt 
will recall it to your recollection.” 
Pray do,“ cried the, diverted by 
his oddity. I vould not wiſh to loſe 
my reſpect for it; and if I hear it but 
_ < ſeldom, hy ſhall I hope _— IK ey 
highly.“ 

That's Joubefu), ” ſaid ws 6 may 


8 4 ſound harſh to the ear poiſoned by 


& flattery ; and I ſee you have lent yours 
© to one of thoſe buzzing inſects who 
e ſwarm round beauty, like waſps who 
< ſettle on the fineſt fruit and flowers, 
© to n them their en and 
_ © bloom.” * 0 

«© Who is it on how you wan ſo 
cc honourable an Dol HOI 8 demand- | 
ed Edelfrida. ' 

Can you be at a loſs b. replied be, 


looking full in her face. 


Ne u J can gueſs,” ſaid FER * but 
by, I know 


«4 my 
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I know not that he deſerves to be treat- 

sed with ſo much ſeverity.” | 1 
If you think him worth your ac- 
ceptance, I take it for granted he is 
your own,” replied he. If you do 
* not, remember he has a ſting, and 
& difeard him ere you feel the wound; 
* the meaneſt reptiles are ſometimes the 
* moſt dangerous, becauſe diſregarded 
«© and deſtitute - of thoſe ſentiments 
& which give birth to a noble reſent- 

mente. | 
* preforne,* ſaid Edelfrids, you 
< axe one of thoſe-eccentric but bene- 
© volent mortals who mourn over the 
e frailties of mankind, and delight to 
* warn the unwary of the dangers which 
© encotnpaſs them. If that is your pe- 
* culiar office on earth, I beg that I 
© may be enlifted in the number of 
*© thoſe you admoniſn, to avoid the evils 
* which we are frequently told lie con- 
<* cealed beneath the flowery path, the 
«< gay and giddy conſtantly tread. I 
© want 


cc 
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©, want 4 Mentor to direct my devious 
<< ſteps. Will you undertake, with a true 
<< difiatereſted-ſpirit, to perform that 
part to me? I tell you honeſtly I have 
< nothing but, my ade to eber 
you wich. 
like your ſrankyeſs,” nila 
bez < and, with equal ſincerity, afſure | 
nu 1 ſeek for no reward in being 
your monitor; for, much as your 
beauty merits, my heart is adamant: 
I can be your {nend, * gen . 
over.“ „ | . ö 
| 89 Then,” 2 ſaid, 3 8 
FO you are juſt the perſon I wiſhed to 
to meet with. From henceforth we 
will be friends; and when I am about 
to forfeit that title, ſeruple not to re- 
prove me witb- ſeverity “ 
„ Agreed,” replied he. The Gngu- 
« larity of our introduction, and firſt 
*: knowledge of each other, pleaſes my 
humour: Befides, I ſee you ſurround- 
Fed with — which I dare believe 
' £2 * you 
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* you do not yet deſerve; and I ſhould 
glory in diſappointing! their malice: 
% Envious women are to be dreaded ; 
ebe upon your guard againſt them.“ 
I thank you,” ſaid Edelfrida, **and 
E hope to profit by your advice.“ 
The coach now drawing up, = 2 
ſtop to all further diſcourſe between 
Edelfrida and her new friend, who hand: 
ed her into it, and then took his leave. 
Nothing material paſſed during the 
dex Miſs Dudley and Edelfrida wete 
fet down in St. James's Square, and the 
reſt of the party proceeded home. When 
the. two friends got together alone, Edel 
frida repeated to Maria all that had 
paſſed in converſation. between Mifs 
Wilford and the lady, who was to her a 
ſtranger; to which Maria replied, that 
it only confirmed Mifs Wilford's envi- 
ous character, which was too well Known 
to injure any one. 
* And you, my dear,” added the, 
* * ſuperior to her in every pdint 
214111197 * of 
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4 of view, can never, I truſt, be burt, 
<« even in the lighteſt degree, by her 
c malice and ill r motive 
ec ſpeaks for itſel f.. 
* | Bdelfrida thabked kan Kind couſin 
for her partiality ; then told her of the 
new friend ſhe had made in the gentle- 
man to whom Mandeville had com- 
mitted the care of her. 
LI am not ſurpriſed,” replied Maria, 
* 4 at what you tell me: Dormer is, I 
<© know, eſteemed a very ſingular cha- 
c racter; but from Mandeville, who is 
4 his friend, I have often heard that he 

te js not more ſingular than worthy, 1 

* believe he has been unfortunate in 

© an early attachment, which may ac- 
*.count for what he ſaid to you. Of the 

85 particulars Jam not informed; but 
„hat he profeſſes, that I imagine 

there is little doubt of his perform · 
« ing; and for his choice of a friend, I 
give him credit.” 


- "T7 * far he deſerves chat creidie; 1 
$9 | returned 
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returned Edelfrida, ** is yet to be pi; 
** my dear Maria. I have but little 
© eſteem-to-loſe; of that little I ought 


then to be particularly careful, and 


*.not, like a thoughcleſs ſpendthrift, 
* laviſh with unfeeling levity the ſmall, 
“ invaluable, treaſure which Fortune, 
« in the gg of her e has 1 
« left me.“ 


Fortune,“ ſaid Maria, affectionate. 


ly, “only means, I'truſt, to try your 
* conſtancy a little, then reſtore to you 
ce the bappineſs her early promiſe — 


you to expect. 
Edelfrida ſhook her bead, and replied: 


&I fear her intentions towards me are 
© not ſo lenient. How, indeed; can ſhe 
„ recompence me for the, loſs of that 
friend on whom I had fixed my hopes 
« of happineſs. —Y ou. may juſtly think 


©* me giddy ahd inconſiſtent ; Maria, 
* ſometimes light and capricious too; 
but, believe me, my heart bears no 
: part in the character I am too fre- 
4 quently 


- 
. 
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* quently tempted to aſſume to con- 
**-ceal its anguiſh. To excite pity in 
the generality of people, would de- 
grade me in my own opinion. 1 
_ * have nothing left, then, but to wear 
the maſk of gaiety, while grief is ſe- 
<-erctly conſuming all the powers of my 
mind. As long as my pride will ſuſ 
_ © tain me, I may appear to the world 
_ * incapable of any deep impreſſions; 
„ and that is alll have now to wiſh. To 
cure the wound which rankles here, 
added fhe; laying her hand on ber heart, 
< is. impoſſible ; to "alleviate its pain, 
is the only 3 J expect or hope 


1 ; v6 for.” 


3 Indulge not this melancholy hu- 

ve mour, my dear Edelfrida,” replied 
Maria. Your ſituation 1 know is very 
* far from being a pleaſant one. I la- 
e ment that I have no power to render 
re it otherwiſe; bur, ſhould the time 
e ever come when I may enjoy the li- 
= — of action, ſhould my kind ſtars 


4 ever 
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ever unite me to Mandeville, you will 
© find two friends moſt happy to offer 
* you an aſylum, free from the wound-: 


sing circumſtances which attend your 
<< preſeat ſtate.” 


« You, Maria,” ſaid Edelfrida, © are; 


«© the only true friend I poſſeſs; and if 


* you are ever in a condition to afford 


© me a peaceful retreat from the many 


e diſtreſſing things I now experience, 1 
«© know you will do i, and I ſhall moſt 


«« grateful accept it.” 


After more converſation in the PA: ; 


ſtrain, the couſins retired to reſt, hap- 
Py in each other, though ſubje& to 


many morifying occurrences. Maria 


ſcarcely leſs than Edelfrida; for the 
tyranny of Lady jJDudley's temper too 
frequently involved her daughter in the 
moſt acute vexations; and now the 
doubtful ſucceſs of her wiſhes reſpect- 
ing Mandeville kept her in a continual 
ſtate of anxiety, little ſhort of the pain- 


ful certainty Edelfrida felt in the loſs 
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cf M Henry Evelyne 't affection, cha- 
' _ - how ſhe had been fo luckleſs to loſe it, 
ſhe was totally ignorant of. 
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